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particular. 
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tics shows that, though more stress now being put 
providing the people with the necessities life, the gen- 
eral standard living still abysmally low. 


The first two articles showing population changes and 
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The Month 


Review 


HIS Czechoslovakia apparently moved 

join Hungary more intense application 
the New Course. Premier Viliam speech 
the new National Assembly presented the regime’s 
policy terms heretofore used only Hungarian 
leaders. Emphasis agriculture, collectivization only 
the “principle voluntary membership.” sup- 
port for small and medium independent farmers, improvement the quantity and quality 
consumer goods: these were the major elements the economic policy outlined 
Siroky. the political field, stressed the role the National Front, which 
bodies the will all honest citizens without regard their political 
nationality, religion profession.” Such wide appeal for support from all strata 
the population indication that Czechoslovakia may now prepared travel 
far Hungary down the “June road,” despite the many difficulties the latter country 
encountering that road. 


Romania announced the end rationing. complex series wage and price 
adjustments, the general level prices, particularly those essential foods, was raised 
considerable amount. compensate for this price rise the State will give workers 
and ration card holding dependents monthly non-taxable allowance. This 
sliding scale for the various wage categories, fails sizable margin compensate 
for the price increase the lower wage categories, thus effecting marked diminution 
real wages for these workers. The regime apparently hopes. however, that the aboli- 
tion rationing, long promised and long postponed, will have salutary effect the 
low Romanian morale, and will provide greater incentive workers. 


The month was marked number innovations and concessions agriculture, 
the regimes promulgated the regulations control compulsory and contract deliveries 
1955. Hungary and Romania greater rewards were offered farmers for agricultural 
production. Hungarian delivery contracts this year provide certain exemptions from com- 
pulsory quotas, particularly encourage production industrial crops for the new pro- 
gram expanded agricultural exports. Romania’s new contract system for livestock and 
animal products increases the profits both independent and collective farmers, although 
the latter are given more favorable conditions. Long-term delivery contracts were also 
encouraged. Czechoslovakia agricultural recruitment program, featuring rewards 
and for men leaving industry for farm work, has been announced. Bul- 
garia, however, reversal the area-wide trend, the new livestock compulsory 
delivery quotas for independent farmers are higher than those previously force. 


Hungary has followed Romania the encouragement new form semi-collec- 
tive, the “voluntary cooperative.” midway between independent agriculture and the kolk- 
hoz system. There will also “voluntary cooperative” stations for light agricultural 
machinery, designed take some the burden from the overworked and understaffed 


MTS. 


There were several indications serious failures Polish agriculture. The compul- 
sory deliveries livestock 1954 fell far below planned levels, largely because the 
flourishing black market meat. was also revealed that collectivization envisaged for 
1954 fell short the goal over one thousand kolkhozes. 


Hungary and Poland have lately been organizing the newly-elected local councils. 
the former country new regulations for the internal administration the councils ful- 
fill regime promises greater local autonomy and decentralization. The new rules give 
the councils proper much the power previously exercised their executive com- 
which were the organs State control. 


Poland, there are fewer indications increased local automony. The major 
regime problem control the national councils the lowest administrative level, the 
newly-formed rural communes. many these communes the Party apparatus through 
which the control exercised inadequate entirely lacking. The regime 
appealing Party members, and non-Party persons who showed themselves “politi- 
cally reliable” the recent elections, expand the Party’s organization these areas. 
The National Front election committees, which supervised and the nomination 
and election the national councils, have had their life extended that they may aid 
the organization the councils. Their particular function will secure the co- 
operation the people with the councils, especially rural areas. this same end 
new functionary has been created, the village council representative, who will provide 
liaison between village and council. The regime groping cautiously its tentative 
experiment giving greater weight the will the people without loosening its basic 
control. 


the organization the newly-elected Czechoslovak National the previ- 
ous Speaker and his five Deputies, who compose the six-member Inner Presidium, were 
all re-elected. The only important innovation the new rules Assembly procedure 
feature permitting single member introduce bill, rather than the twenty mem- 
bers previously needed. 


Hungary, the expansion consumer goods services and facilities continued. Store 
premises now used for other purposes will reconverted retail trade, store managers 
are given more power, and large exhibition clothing, designed sound out 
public preferences, opened Budapest and will travel around the country. 


Poland, the previously postponed Congress ZMP, the Polish Youth Association, 
was scheduled for January 28. The draft the new ZMP charter indicates New Course 
tendency toward the relaxation ideological animosities and less strict discipline. 
These measures are part the attempt revitalize the Association, which has failed 
its task mobilizing Polish youth. The problem juvenile delinquency and “hooli- 
continues plague the regime, does elsewhere the area. 
Polish youths have failed respond regime persuasions leave urban areas and 
enter agriculture. 
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survey political and economic conditions 
Bulgaria. The article gives up-to-date account 
Communist failures and achievements under 
the New Course. 


FIRST year and half the Bulgarian New Course 
has been marked persistent difficulties and ever- 
growing emphasis farm production. Although Pre- 
mier Chervenkov acknowledged the lag agriculture his 
September 1953 New Course speech, was not until the 
following February, when the Second Five Year Plan in- 
vestments were announced, that the regime evinced in- 
tense concern with the nation’s low farm output. the 
Party Congress the end February, both Chervenkov 
and State Planning chief Chankov admitted that the past 
policy concentrating industry the expense agri- 
culture had had adverse consequences, and ever since last 
spring, the Party has stepped its efforts overcome 
rural shortcomings. The importance these efforts were 
reflected New Year’s message the nation Presi- 
dent the National Assembly’s Presidium, Georgi Damya- 
nov, who summed the major economic tasks 1955. 
Damyanov said that “simultaneous efforts for the further 
development heavy industry—primarily coal and power 
and advancement agriculture will the focus our 

outlined Damyanov, the government’s policy 
agriculture “increase the peasants’ economic interests 
both the progress their holdings and higher output, 
strengthen collectives, State farms and tractor stations, and 
further develop cattle breeding.” Intensification prop- 
aganda the countryside and the recent revival the 
moribund Agrarian Union the Fatherland Front coalition 
are other measures calculated help boost farm produc- 


Radio Sofia, January See May 1954 issue, “The Bulgarian 
Course.” 


Caption: “Your hand shows your work.” 
Sturshel (Sofia), May 21, 1954 


tion. view the fact that eliminating the lags agri- 
culture and coal and electricity were tasks originally im- 
posed the New Course, the present emphasis these 
goals would indicate that the past eighteen months con- 
ditions have not improved the degree required. far, 
regime concessions, increased investments, political activi- 
zation and discussions shortcomings the Party Con- 
gress have resulted substantial successes the post- 
Stalin economic road. 


Political Measures 


the political front, the Bulgarian New Course has 
produced important changes the spheres both domestic 
and foreign policy. his September 1953 speech, 
Chervenkov launched his program easing tension the 
Balkans, and since that time the Communists have made 
persistent attempts improve relations with Turkey, 
Greece and Yugoslavia.* Several new trends are also 
apparent Bulgarian internal politics. These have been 
reflected decrease terror, the recent campaign 
secure the support former Agrarian leaders, the 
amnesty for political prisoners, and propaganda urging 
the return Bulgarian emigres from the West. All these 
trends are closely connected with the regime’s new internal 
economic policies. 

The revival the Bulgarian National Agrarian Union 
within the Fatherland Front coalition, and the recent re- 
lease from prison former Agrarian leaders, perhaps 


See “The Bulgarian May 1954 issue, pp. 3-4. 


the most significant aspect the regime’s 
program. The aim this move woo peasants 
means the Agrarian Union and gain their support 
raising farm production. Peasant cooperation crucial for 
the regime since Bulgaria still primarily agricultural 
country with percent the population employed 
the rural sector. The chief motive for initiating the cam- 
paign the present time revealed not only New 
Course goals, but press complaints about the unsatis- 
factory rate farm production and various shortcomings 
kolkhozes and private farms. 

The campaign rally peasants around revived Agrar- 
ian Party has been focused mainly the figure the late 
Alexander Stamboliski, Agrarian leader and Prime Minister 
between 1919 and 1923. Even before the New Course, 
the Communists had tried label Stamboliski “pro-Com- 
and exploit his popularity with the peasants. 
The Rositza Dam was renamed after him, and June 
1953 Alexander Stamboliski Museum was opened 
Sofia, with Stamboliski’s son, Asen, appointed curator. 
recently December 25, 1954, Alexander Stamboliski 
memorial was opened Sofia. The regime’s attempt 
associate itself with the Stamboliski tradition, however, has 
not been limited such mild activities. September 30, 
the official press reported the trial and sentencing Gen- 
Vulkov and ten co-defendants, who were ac- 
cused having assassinated Stamboliski and suppressed 
peasant and Communist revolts 1923 and 1925. Un- 
confirmed reports from Bulgaria claim that other, similar 
trials have recently been held for the same purpose. 

The trial General Vulkov, now years old, was con- 
ducted secret session the Supreme Court, and little 
information was released the proceedings. was ap- 
parent, however, that the sentencing this group for 
crimes committed thirty years ago was part the regime’s 
effort strengthen the so-called worker-peasant alliance. 
General Vulkov was Minister War the government 
which held power after the overthrow the Agrarian 
government 1923, and the other defendants the trial 
were army officers during this period. 1923 and 1925, 
there were attempts depose this new 
government. The second attempt included bomb explo- 
sion Sofia Cathedral which resulted the death more 
than 150 persons. The army put down both uprisings with 
much loss life. According the indictment, the defend- 
ants the trial then cruelly murdered large number 
captured leaders “of the Bulgarian Communist Party and 
the anti-Fascist other words, the regime 
convicted Vulkov and his associates for suppressing the 
“common anti-Fascist struggle” Communists and Agrar- 
ians.* 


See November 1954 issue, 55. also significant that 
prosecution witness the trial allegedly accused Kimon 
present Minister Electrification, complicity the mass mur- 
ders 1923. Georgiev was the leader the totalitarian political 
group which held power for year after the 1934 coup 
and which emerged ally the Communists the 1944 
Fatherland Front government. now appears that the regime 
attempting woo the peasantry putting members 
who had political connections with some the defendants 
1923 into uneasy position. 


Other incidents calculated revive interest .and 
demonstrate the Communists’ support Agrarian 
movement have recently occurred. September, two 
members BNAU (Bulgarian National Agrarian 
who had sought refuge Western Europe returned 
Bulgaria and declared their allegiance the government. 
October and November, respectively, two former mem- 
bers the Agrarian opposition, led the late Nikola 
Petkov, were freed from prison and pledged their loyalty 
the regime. These men, Tsevatan Maximov, Agrarian 
youth organizer, and Asen Pavlov, Minister Agriculture 
the first Fatherland Front Government, had been jail 
since 1947, when the opposition the Fatherland Front 
government was expelled from Parliament. Subsequently, 
the Agrarian Party became skeleton organization dom- 
inated the Communists. 

Another noteworthy incident this campaign was the 
sudden emergence from ten years obscurity Stoyl 
Stefanov, the grey eminence the pre-war BNAU. 
statement published Front (Sofia), Novem- 
ber 24, Stefanov called peasants join 
Agrarian Party the Fatherland Front. December, 
the drive was intensified when two prominent Agrarians, 
Veliko Velikovski and Vergil Dimov, declared their sup- 
port the regime. was also reported that Dimiter 
one the most important Agrarians, 
leased from prison the same time Dimov and had 
obtained permission reside Sofia. far Guichev has 
not made any official pro-regime declaration. 

The regime-dictated declarations Maximov, Pavlov 
and Dimov were designed further the “worker-peasant 
alliance” pointing the “identical interests” Agrar- 
ians and Communists and accusing Agrarian leaders 
abroad betraying the interests the Bulgarian peas- 
antry. The released men also appealed emigre Agrarian 
leaders renounce their alliance with the “Fascist forces 
Anglo-American imperialism” and return home, and 
urged former Agrarian Party members Bulgaria join 
the Fatherland Front and work for national prosperity. 
statement published Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), Oc- 
tober 22, Maximov recanted his former sins. recalled 
Agrarian struggles alongside the Communists and deplored 
his opposition the Communists when was under the 
“influence” the Nikola Petkov, who was hanged 
the regime 1947: 


“I, and many others, instead continuing the struggle 
together with the Communists, 
Gemeto leader Georgi Nikola Petkov 
and Dimiter Guichev, without knowing, however, that they 
had become agents Anglo-American capital. They 
did everything possible push into opposition the 
Fatherland Front and the Communist Party. deputy 
the opposition led the people’s enemies and traitors 

inflicted damage the economic front, well 
the political unity workers and peasants 
union the two brotherly parties—the Bulgarian Commu- 
nist Party and the Bulgarian Agrarian Union, thus un- 
wittingly serving the hateful enemy—Fascism. 

“Undoubtedly our anti-people’s activity for foreign in- 
terference and occupation, our attempts harm the 
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ple’s regime, crippled the building Socialism. Who 
among would have considered himself [genuine] mem- 
ber the opposition and believed Gemeto knowing that 
Gemeto was emigre the Bulgarian National Agrarian 
Union order sell out the burdened peasants? 
build the political unity the BCP and the 
thus erasing the shameful anti-people’s deeds. Those 
who already have left the country but who see for them- 
selves the treacherous activity Gemeto, must follow the 
former supporters Gemeto who returned 
Bulgaria. appeal all friends, former members 
the opposition, contribute their share the peaceful 
ind happy welfare the Bulgarian people.” 


The “confession” made Asen Pavlov and broadcast 
the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency November 13, was 
along similar lines. Pavlov charged both the 
“Anglo-American imperialists” and the Bulgarian Agrarian 
opposition with pursuing policy contrary the interests 
‘he Bulgarian people: 

“The American-British line policy, directed against 
interests the workers and the country, was imposed 
[Gemeto] the leaders the BNAU [and] was 
leading civil war and foreign interference Bulgaria. 
policy was] rejected and defeated. This led 
ind other colleagues who occupied leading posts the 
opposition submit our activity criticism 
criticism and convinced that had been the 
vrong road the service the local Fascist reaction and 
unity the very foundation the people’s regime, and 
strengthening this [unity] the guarantee general pros- 
perity our country. The present leaders the [Union], 
following the progressive political line Stamboliski, and 
accordance with the progressive development society, 
have reorganized the [Union] certain respects that 
may strengthen worker-peasant unity all the more. 

“The Bulgarian Communist Party considers the Bul- 
garian People’s Agrarian Union brotherly organization 
with which pursues identical aims. and other 
comrades became clearly aware the great negative con- 
sequences which resulted from our attitude the opposi- 
tion; saw how many efforts and resources would have 
been spared had not acted had, and what 
difficulties and shortcomings would have been avoided. 
Only strong people’s leadership, that the Father- 
land Front, solidly based the people and defending their 
interests, can act magnanimous spirit towards those 
have become conscious the 
wrong paths they have followed and who have corrected 

their attitude, with the possibility falling once again 
into step with the people and associating with their 
efforts defense their interests for the nation’s well- 
being.” 


Legality" 


Other attempts woo peasants have been evident the 
condemnation local abuses power and illegal 
practices collective farms. Setting itself the 


guardian “Socialist legality,’ and the protector the 
peasantry, the regime has denounced unlawful expropria- 
tion private property and violations kolkhoz “democ- 
October 21, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) an- 


Picture shows farm accountant sitting pile potatoes accumu- 
lated because his negligence. 
Caption: “If these were only eggs instead potatoes could per- 
haps hatch them.” 


Sturshel (Sofia), November 12, 1954 


nounced that the Council Ministers had issued public 
rebuke the Yambol City People’s Council for illegally 
taking over land build pioneer camp and for failing 
compensate the owners for their loss property. The 
newspaper insisted that such expropriations can made 
only decision the Council Ministers and only after 
the owners are paid proper price for their land are 
given other land equal value. “The Council Min- 
isters has delivered public reprimand for this arbitrary 
action and violation Socialist legality [and] has 
ordered that the owners from Kiplovo village given 
property from the State land fund the same value 
the expropriated land.” 

Rebukes for injustices kolkhozes have also appeared 
the Party press and are intended not only appease 
the peasantry but make collectives more attractive 
kolkhoz members and private farmers. November 23, 
Radio Sofia blamed managers the Chomakovtsi kolkhoz 
for creating dissatisfaction among peasants sponsoring 
violations collective farm statutes—that is, for disregard- 
ing the opinions and desires kolkhoz members, surround- 
ing themselves with friends and relatives, and protecting 
individuals guilty stealing kolkhoz property: 


“The kolkhoz control council found 1952 that chair- 
man Boris Georgiev, accountant Dimitur Ivanov and 
brigade leader Pesho Monov had 
owned wheat. trial was instituted and January 1954 
the Pleven Okrug Tribunal heard the case Chreven 
Bryag. was found that the three accused had sold 1,000 
kilograms wheat and divided the money among them- 
selves. The tribunal could not ascertain the cause the 
disappearance [additional] tons kolkhoz-owned 
wheat and, result, nobody was blamed. The friends 
the accused—particularly former Party secretary the 
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collective, Dimitur Kamenov, exerted great pressure 
that the accused would not found guilty. The justified 
request the farmers for conducting trial the vil- 
lage was not granted.” 


month later, December 23, Radio Sofia revealed 
that such practices were widespread and insisted the 
need managerial discipline collectives, 
strengthen vigilznce, keep strict kolkhoz accounts and 
inflict timely punishment those guilty stealing com- 
mon property. The Sofia commentator complained that 
too many trials were unjustifiably postponed and that since 
1953 only out 706 complaints requesting action 
connection with mismanagement and misappropriation 
collective property had been handled the courts. “Kolk- 
hoz managers,” the Radio Sofia commentator concluded, 
“must keep accounts such way that members are al- 
ways well-informed the state affairs. This will leave 
room for whispered allegations and intrigues. All dis- 
honest and rotten elements must eliminated 
sponsible work kolkhozes.” 


Aside from courting the peasantry, the Bulgarian New 
Course has produced other significant changes. recent 
months the Party has drawn back into the fold many so- 
called national Communists who lost their top-ranking posts 
after the Traicho Kostov trial 1949 and the Kremlin’s 
break with Tito. Since the Sixth Party Congress such 
figures Anton Yugov, Zola Dragoicheva, Sava Ganovski, 
Kiril Dramaliev, General Slavcho Trunski, General Ivan 
Kinov and General Boyan Bulgaranov have been given 
leading Party assignments. Although several years ago 
Yugov was relegated the political background the 
charge permitting Kostov “extend his treacherous 
now considered the third-ranking Com- 
munist the Party. his fiftieth birthday August 
was awarded the Georgi Dimitrov medal, and Novem- 
ber led the Bulgarian Delegation the Moscow Con- 
ference. Similarly, General delivered November 
speech Sofia honoring the Bolshevik October Revolu- 
tion. This shift policy with regard local Communists 
probably connected with the regime’s New Course efforts 
effect reconciliation with Tito. also may ex- 
plained part campaign gain the allegiance 
groups previously persecuted, and revive the Fatherland 
Front coalition, ostensibly its old, broad foundations. 
Many the Communists who have been reinstated oc- 
cupied leading posts the old Fatherland Front govern- 
ment. 

Another indication the New Course tendency towards 
greater tolerance has been the Party’s milder policies toward 
so-called intellectuals. number private reports state 
that lawyers who formerly were refused the right prac- 
tice have now been granted this privilege. Further, 
editorial the Third Congress Bulgarian Physicians 
Sofia, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), October 29, listed the 
names several doctors who, according reliable unoffi- 
cial sources, were hitherto disfavor. Although diffi- 
cult estimate the regime’s measures this sphere, 


would appear that the atmosphere Bulgaria less tense 
than was prior the New Course. The 
new attitude towards the intelligentsia was expressed 
Chervenkov February 1953, when said that the Party’s 


task was “to help intellectuals accept Marx-Leninist 
trines—not out fear—but out personal conviction.” 
The same emphasis persuasion rather than force has 


been made connection with the anti-religious campaiga. 
The newspaper Otechestven Front (Sofia), August 23, 
1954, formulated Party line when stated that the “strug- 
gle for the formation the scientific-atheistic line must 
waged through wide distribution scientific knowledge 
and through broad display the achievements Soviet 
and Bulgarian sciences. necessary, however, 
wage this struggle with understanding and pedagogic tac- 
tics. The feelings believers must not hurt. Pressure 
and force any form are unforgivable. The struggle must 
led against not against bearers these 
prejudices.” (Italics added) 

line with this softer policy, Chervenkov announced 
the Party Congress that former Army officers and political 
prisoners who have now been freed should permitted 
contribute the country’s development and should not 
treated enemies. The regime has adopted similar atti- 
tude towards Bulgarian emigres who decide return home. 
October 1953, the law providing the death sentence for 
all people who fled the country illegally was abrogated. 
This decree also affected relatives and helpers the es- 
capees who previously were liable prison sentences and 


Title: Some kolkhoz presidents not pay the slightest attention 
securing shelter and food for cattle. Such presidents forget 
how the past, independent owners, they took care their 
cattle. 

Caption: Two pages from the biography kolkhoz president. 


Otechestven Front (Sofia), October 27, 1954 
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property connscations. Further, administrative penalties for 
illegal departures from the country were removed for 
period twelve months. November 1954, Radio 
announced that this provision had been extended for 
additional twelve months and reiterated that “all per- 


who return within this period time will not held 
for their deeds and crimes.” 

Agriculture 
rug- 
part their New Course program boost farm pro- 
edge duction the Second Five Year Plan, the Communists 


breeding would increased 2.3 times, that production 


tac- machinery would doubled, and that the cultivated 

ssure area would extended. Although private farmers 
must have been encouraged increase their yields, most the 
these 


designed remedy the lag agriculture appear 
based the strengthening collective farms. The 
emphasis consolidating kolkhozes understand- 
able view the fact that much 60.5 percent the 
arable land collectivized. Despite increased New Course 
the countryside, recent reports indicate that the 
still far from satisfactory. Cultivation im- 
portant industrial crops neglected, livestock breeding and 
production are below the required level, deliveries 
farm work continue lag behind schedule, and peas- 
resistance has not been overcome—chiefly because the 
average farm income remains very low. 
The inadequate rate livestock production still one 
the Party’s chief problems. October 14, Radio Sofia 
typical complaint when stated that many Party 
and People’s Councils continue underestimate 
the importance livestock breeding. Earlier, August 
18, 1954, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), gave more details 
present livestock production. The newspaper stated that 
the plan for increasing the number animals, particularly 
was lagging seriously behind schedule, that fodder 
had not been met, and that too few buildings for 
livestock had been constructed. Blaming these inadequacies 
poor Party work, the newspaper deplored negligence, 
management and the low level political 
education among farmhands, and pointed out the im- 
portance Party propaganda the countryside: 
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“Few Party cells have been formed the farms, and 
where some exist one not always certain find Com- 
munists the first line fighters. Explanatory work 
among farm hands socialist competitions also very 
poor. 


“ 


Many Party organizations did not care what hap- 
pened the fodder problem. Thus the fodder plan 
the Plovdiv District has been met only percent. 

The plan for storing fodder was achieved only 
5.3 percent the beginning July. The main factor 
for success has been and remains personnel. But many 
farms completely incompetent hands are kept the jobs. 
The resolution the Sixth Party Congress for sending the 
best Party members work this field have not been 
applied. necessary that Party district organizations 
effectively aid basic organizations, that farms toured 
propaganda groups that actives formed the 
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their 


dent. 
1954 


Caption: “Take this medicine (criticism) more often, and your 


little boy (labelled fulfillment the Plan) will grow 
faster.” 


Sturshel (Sofia), July 1954 


farms. Speedy development livestock breeding must 
become one the basic problems district Party com- 
mittees all over the country. From them, the Party ex- 
pects the realization this aim and complete solution 
the tasks imposed.” (Italics added) 


Despite the above complaints about lack fodder and 
poor care livestock, the third quarter plan results stated 
that stockbreeding had improved collectives and State 
farms. Radio Sofia, October 28, claimed that the number 
farm animals the third quarter had increased 6.3 
percent collectives compared with the same period 
1953—the breakdown percentages being: cows-1i.7, 
sheep-8.7, pigs-16.5 and poultry-12.4. State farms, the 
overall increase was listed 17.6 percent: cows-16.3, 
sheep-28, pigs-2.9, and poultry-27.3. Press editorials and 
reports the meat shortage, however, testify the fact 
that conditions are still far from satisfactory.* 


Cotton 


While increasing the livestock population appears 
the Party’s chief task the countryside, other deficiencies 
have also hampered New Course plans. Numerous criti- 
cisms, for example, have been registered with regard 


The nation’s serious livestock shortage was underscored the 
Party Congress Vice-Premier Chankov, who revealed that 
the end the Second Five Year Plan the Bulgarian livestock 
population expected reach only the 1939 level. improve 
conditions, the regime announced farm expansion program 
October 1953, which included plans for extending the fodder- 
producing area. Farm concessions have also been decreed en- 
courage livestock breeding. These have chiefly benefited col- 
lective farmers and have involved the lowering meat, milk and 
wool deliveries for kolkhozes and kolkhoz members. Although in- 
dependent farmers were also granted concessions, these were 
minor scale, indicating that while private farmers now own most 
the nation’s livestock, the government hopes increase the 


animal population mainly through increased breeding 
hozes and State farms. 


cotton harvesting and October 16, 1954, 
Otechestven Front (Sofia) stated that many private farmers 
violate agreements with the State Textile Fiber Enterprise 
and treat cotton their own hand spinners card 
textile plants, instead delivering the cotton the State. 
November Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia) reported that 
although conditions Petrich county were favorable for 
cotton production, collective and private farmers had 
harvested only fifty percent the planned quantities. 
Kurnalovo village only tons cotton had been har- 
vested and delivered the Textile Fibre Enterprise al- 
though 215 tons were planned. The situation was similar 
other villages: 


“Only ten percent the planned quantities cotton 
have been delivered private farmers Muletarovo. 
Kolarovo, the planned tons, only ten tons 
have been harvested. Fulfillment the plan for cotton 
production even worse Skrut village. Instead 
tons, cotton producers have harvested only five tons. The 
average yield cotton only seven kilograms per decare.” 


Again November 21, Zemedelsko Zname complained 
about lags cotton harvesting, which the 
end October. The newspaper said that Lom County 
the plan had been fulfilled only percent collectives 
and percent private farms. “The situation even 
worse with respect purchasing harvested cotton. 
November 19, the Textile Fibre Enterprise had received 
only 23.5 percent the fixed quantities for collectives and 
35.5 percent the quantities for private farmers. this 
county 1,200,000 kgs. cotton are still unharvested.” 

Aside from poor technology and work organization, one 
the chief reasons for present difficulties that the State 
has monopoly cotton and that the prices pays are 
too low compensate for the intensive work required. 
Therefore, although June the regime lowered the prices 
grain and cloth sold cotton producers who fulfilled 
their deliveries, and decreed new “norms” encourage 
cotton and silk growers, doubtful that these measures 
alone will sufficient persuade farmers concentrate 
their efforts this culture. 

That cotton one the nation’s most important indus- 
trial crops was emphasized April 15, 1954 cotton con- 
ference, where was stated that “an increase cotton pro- 
duction necessitated the fact that cotton plays im- 
portant role the building Socialism.” rise cotton 
production required not only raise domestic consumer 
supplies but also for increasing the nation’s textile ex- 
ports. 1957, cotton production scheduled increase 
fourfold over 1952, and supposed include cultivation 
long, fibrous cotton hitherto imported from the Soviet 
Union and reworked for export.* 


Deliveries and Farm Work 


addition the above-mentioned difficulties, the Party 
press has severely criticized other farm shortcomings. 
November Otechestven Front (Sofia) complained that 


See May 1954 issue, “The Bulgarian Course” and August 1954 
issue, 52. 
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although the corn crop was good and number collec- 
tives had managed obtain high yields, deliveries had not 
been met. the Vratsa District the plan was fulfilled 
Michailovgrad percent. previous years, all com 
was supposed delivered the end October: 


“In Vratsa County 500 tons must delivered daily 
warehouses the Main Management ‘Grains’ but far 
only 100 tons have been delivered. There are villages 
which have not delivered even one kilogram 
October 25, Turnovo District had fulfilled the plan for 
corn deliveries only percent instead percent. 
some places, large quantities harvested corn are left 
the open and are danger 


The Party press has not only registered persistent 
plaints about failures meet delivery quotas but 
about failures meet the work plan. October 
Rabotnichesko Delo claimed that whole districts—includ- 


ing Vratsa, Pleven, Sofia, Burgas and Haskovo were behind 
schedule, and said that the Sofia daily plan was being met 
only one percent. Farmers Burgas neglected use 
tractors, while those Vratsa did not employ domestic 
animals sowing and plowing: 
“The situation the Stalin District also alarming. 
Fall gathering the spring crop has been delayed because 
agricultural machinery not utilized. The daily plowing 
plan being fulfilled only 0.5 percent. Sowing par- 
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ticularly unsatisfactory such grain districts Pleven, 
Stara-Zagora, Burgas and others. work continues 
progress slowly, great danger exists that these dis- 
tricts and counties plowing and sowing will delayed, 
which will inflict serious losses the entire economy. 
should not forget that number districts, for 
example, Sofia, Burgas, Pleven and Haskovo, major 
percentage unsown areas belong private farmers. 
Experience shows that this percentage the hardest get 


fulfilled.” 


The third quarter plan results, broadcast Radio Sofia, 


28, announced successes agriculture even though 
eailier reports had pointed serious lags farm work. The 
Radio Sofia commentator said, for instance, that “thanks 


measures taken the Party and government, and 
the efforts the toiling peasants, the fields which deep 
autumn plowing had been performed October ex- 
those the same period 1953 percent.” 
for specific gains food production, the regime said 


compared with the corresponding period 1953, 
production meat had increased percent, cheese 


percent, sugar percent and milk percent. was 


also that the Ministry the Light and Food 
Industry had fulfilled the plan 107 percent, and that 


production plans for canned fish, canned fruit, butter, but- 


ter cheese, vegetable oils, sugar products, tobacco, lard 
soap had been overfulfilled. Although difficult 
from other reports that even with these alleged in- 
food production still below requirements. Farm- 
continue delay fulfilling their. compulsory deliveries 
attempt sell their products illegally the open 


market order augment their small incomes. 


Collectivization 


Contrary the trend discernible other Iron Curtain 
countries, there have been reports from Bulgaria 
dissolution established kolkhozes. Nor has the regime 


shows peasant having his compulsory delivery weighed 
official. 


Caption: “Get your foot off, know how much you weigh.” 
Sturshel (Sofia), November 12, 1954 


given any detailed figures the formation new collec- 
tives. From statements made top Party leaders, ap- 
pears that the New Course policy agriculture con- 
solidate the existing 2,747 kolkhozes, decrease the tempo 
collectivization and mechanize farming through de- 
velopment MTS’s and increased production farm 
machinery. That the regime still retains collectivization 
the final goal agriculture, however, has been made 
amply clear recent efforts stabilize the kolkhozes, 
farm concessions, and propaganda harping the bene- 
fits kolkhoz farming. 

One the few regime bulletins further collectiviza- 
tion was broadcast Radio Sofia April 1954, which 
announced that “independent farmers Tsar Assenovo, 
inspired the decisions the Sixth Party Congress, 
formed collective and named Sixth Congress. The 
first join were members the basic Party organization. 
They were followed other Communists, Agrarians, and 
many other The regime has also published in- 
formation increased membership already-established 
kolkhozes. Thus October 14, Zemedelsko Zname 
reported that “solemn collective meetings” had been held 
Tolbuhin welcome new members into kolkhozes 
the district. November broadcast the same dis- 
trict, Radio Sofia announced: “The large crops obtained 
the collectives Tolbuhin County convinced the inde- 
pendent farmers that their place only the collectives. 
Many independent farmers from various villages have ap- 
plied for membership collective farms. solemn meet- 
ing Rositsa accepted farmers. The greatest number 
new members entered the collectives Kapitan, Telerik 
and Korten.” 

Aside from recruiting new members for established 
kolkhozes and relying Communists and “Agrarians” 
take the lead forming new kolkhozes, the Party has 
emphasized the importance increasing discipline col- 
lectives. This policy intended make kolkhoz farming 
more attractive the independent peasantry and part 
overall campaign increase the peasantry’s confi- 
dence the government. November 21, 1954, editorial 
Otechestven Front (Sofia) was typical current prop- 
aganda the countryside: 


“The collectives are large farms, and their management 
and organization are not easy matter. The closing 
accounts [at the end the will again prove the 
advantages collectivization. will also prove that good 
income and wealth for kolkhoz members are 
ticularly farms with varied production—only there 
where work has been correctly organized and paid for, 
where strict labor discipline exists, where internal democ- 
racy has high standing, and where there incessant 
fight against waste. All these facts must used agita- 
tors the villages and Fatherland Front organizations 
for wide, explanatory work among kolkhoz members, and 
for underlining the advantages collectives independ- 
ent farmers.” 


Food Supplies 


The regime’s farm difficulties are partly reflected re- 
ports black market activities and food shortages 
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various parts the country. The August, 1954 issue 
Narodna Kooperatsia (Sofia) claimed that scarcities 
fruit and vegetables the domestic market were due 
the fact that farmers had violated obligatory delivery 
quotas keeping part their produce for themselves 
selling high prices independent buyers: 


“That why there lack vegetables and fruits 
shops State and cooperative trade organizations—be- 
cause they have been sold the market collective and 
private farmers very high prices. This occurred 
with tomatoes and peppers and now occurring with 
apples, pears and other fruits. This hinders supplying 
cities with the most important food products during sum- 
mer and fall. Imposition the penalties prescribed 
useless, since the few cents which producers pay fines 
are well-compensated for the leva they get for each 
kilogram fruits vegetables they sell. Besides that, buy- 
businessmen—have appeared the market. 
has been established that many collectives sell their 
products private individuals who are not. collective 
members; they sell citizens vegetables and fruits very 
high prices, cheating, speculating about weight, cost, etc.” 


The severe shortage and illegal sale fruit and vege- 
tables has been confirmed elsewhere the official press 
and private reports from Stalin, Pleven, Plovdiv and 
Sofia. The August, 1954 issue Sotsialisticheska Turgo- 
viia (Sofia) complained that this year collective farms 
and private farmers did not fulfill their compulsory con- 
tracts with state organizations and that they 
“sold almost all their vegetables and fruit the free mar- 
ket prices considerably higher than those the State.” 
letter Paris, Bulgarian woman wrote: “Every 
year they promise that the distribution fruits and 
vegetables will improved, but have had very bad 
autumn. Although are living very fertile region 
(Plovdiv), there are not enough fruits and vegetables 
around. really incredible. After spending more 
than four hours queue, may, lucky days, 
back home with kilo grapes.” 

Aside from farmers’ attempts supplement their low 
incomes black market sales, the fruit and vegetable 
shortage probably results mainly from inadequacies the 
official trade network and regime export requirements. 
large part Bulgarian fruit and vegetable production 
shipped abroad Finland, East Germany, West Ger- 
many, Poland, Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union, Egypt 
and Australia. discussion Soviet-Bulgarian trade, 
Glas (Plovdiv), March 18, 1954, wrote: 
“Our pulp export [to the USSR] being increased 
percent. Until 1949 number goods, such grapes and 
apples, and other products, were not exported the Soviet 
Union. recent years, though, exports have been grow- 
ing continually.” clear that present Bulgarian 
fruit and vegetable production inadequate meet both 
domestic and export needs. 


Shortages other food supplies have also been noted 
the regime press, despite claims about increased produc- 
tion. session the People’s Council and Fatherland 
Front Committee Sofia, for example, the following re- 


The cartoon shows truck 
night with two men dumping 
spoiled potatoes into the river. 
one side the cartoon 
newspaper quotation appears, 
saying: “From the District Co- 
operative Union Kolarovgrad, 
three tons potatoes alleged 
belong the collective farm 
the village Saramanovo, were 
dumped into the Kamchiia 
River. date, the owner 
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port, published Rabotnichesko Delo, October was 


“The people’s needs are not studied sufficiently. 

for the supply necessary goods not conducted. The 
working people lack fruits and vegetables. The supply 


milk not secured all seasons. The bread supply 
low—bakeries lack rolls and bread products are poor 
quality. Very often stale bread offered the 


The nation’s meat shortage was confirmed 
ven Front (Sofia), July 10, 1954, discussion food 
supplies the Bankya resort near Sofia: “The meat 
ply very poor. the store the meat center Rila, 
insufficient amount frozen pork sold. Very often 
poor quality. Fresh veal and beef come only once 
twice month, and very small quantities. There 
lack fresh salami, canned products and other meat 


products general use.” Five days later, July 15, the 


— 4 — 


same newspaper wrote follows about conditions the 
Hisarya spa: 

“The conditions Hisarya are extremely poor far 
the supply industrial and food products concerned. 
City Trade cannot meet the demands for food even 
for rest homes and sanatoria; for the thousands peo- 
ple outside rest better not say 


Coal and Wood 


their discussion major New Course heavy indus- 
trial targets, speakers the March Party Congress an- 
over 1952 and that Second (1953-57) Five Year 
investments the coal industry are increased 
fivefold over the First Five Year Plan. Despite this stress, 
however, the Party warned that the coal crisis would con- 
tinue for some time come.** Current reports point 
undiminished difficulties this sector and severe 
shortage fuel for domestic consumption. One the 
chief reasons for the Bulgarian coal shortage that the 
nation’s raw material base was outstripped 
New Course program heavy industrialization. large 
amount coal now consumed industry and thermo- 
electric power stations, and there little left for private 
households. reduce coal consumption, the regime is- 
sued February 1954 decree which limited the use 
both industrial enterprises and private homes. 
This decree still effect. Complicating already diffi- 
cult situation, the present caliber mining personnel 
poor and mining equipment inferior quality. 
addition, there has been large-scale labor turnover 
the mines, which has taken heavy toll worker pro- 
ductivity. 

plan results 1954 coal production reported 
lags the first quarter and mid-year. The announce- 
ment third quarter results claimed that the plan had 
been fulfilled and that production, compared with the 
period 1953, had increased fifteen percent. 
However, October 23, Rabotnichesko Delo wrote that 
the yearly plan for the first nine months 1954 had been 
fulfilled only 98.74 percent, which indicated that coal 


was which was supposed increase about 9.2 per- 
cent over 1953, was still behind schedule. Lags lumber 

production have also cut down the amount available 

The and since August the Party press has issued incessant 

complaints work both sectors. 

August 20, 1954, editorial entitled “Enough Coal 


and Wood for the Workers,” Rabotnichesko Delo deplored 
lags the production lignite, which used for heating, 
claimed that the end July the plan had been 
fulfilled only percent, and that the quality the 


Bulgaria’s meat shortage not only revealed complaints 
ila, about poor livestock breeding, but also recent dispatch from 
which stated that Bulgaria will import 300 tons frozen 
meat from the past, Bulgaria exported meat the 
the March Party Congress Vice-Premier Georgi Chankov 
meat “In spite the planned increase coal production, the 
15, the coal shortage will continue for quite some time. must there- 


fore exert all efforts prevent waste.” See May 1954 issue, 
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Sturshel (Sofia), May 21, 1954 


coal mined was very poor. More information was provided 
Otechestven Front (Sofia), August 28, which said that 
the Bobov Dol, Rila and Cherno More mines had not ful- 
filled the soft coal plan and that the Bolshevik, Aldomi- 
trovtki, Marbas and Chukurevo mines had also fallen be- 
hind lignite production. Further, lumber deliveries 
were far behind schedule and hundreds thousands 
cubic meters wood had been left the ground because 
lack transportation. 

autumn the situation seemed little improved. Ote- 
chestven Front (Sofia), October 23, complained that 
Pleven, Plovdiv, Turnovo and Gabrovo, workers were 
not being supplied with fuel. “The reason for this,” the 
newspaper said, “is that the supply coal and lumber 
some mining and forest enterprises not being fulfilled 
time.” the same day, long editorial entitled, 
“Let Complete the Annual Plan Rabot- 
nichesko Delo declared that the detailed measures an- 
nounced for increasing coal production had not been fol- 
lowed all enterprises and that the chief reason for pres- 
ent deficiencies was poor labor organization: the 
Minyor Pit the Bobov Dol mine completed the Sep- 
tember plan only 73.3 percent because its managers 
did not secure sufficient number miners and organ- 
ized work poor way. Another reason for failure 
complete plans unsatisfactory preparation for produc- 
tion and poor utilization the capacity machinery 
and equipment.” 

letter from Bulgarian woman living Plovdiv 
dated the end October throws additional light the 
above situation. she writes, “it seems 
though will not get our fuel time this year either. 
Winter already approaching and very cold, but 
have not yet got either the fuel the wood that 
ordered. And paid for April. The other day 
went Toplivo Central ask when the fuel would 


delivered. The officials there shrugged their shoulders and 
told that the coal mines have not yet fulfilled their 
deliveries and that absolutely impossible know the 
exact day deliveries. These are encouraging prospects.” 

Manpower mines and lumber enterprises 
have been cause the fuel shortage. the Oc- 
tober Plenum the Central Council Trade Unions, 
special attention was called weak organization and lead- 
ership competitions, particularly enterprises 
the Ministry Heavy Industry and Electrification. 
According Trud (Sofia), October 21, intensified work 
was urged miners and workers from rural and for- 
estry enterprises. 

Labor turnover has been the subject numerous edi- 
torials. report Plovdiv lumber production, Ote- 
chestven Front, June 1954, claimed that the production 
plan had been fulfilled only 83.9 percent the first 
quarter and 71.5 percent April: “What the rea- 
son for this? Mainly poor labor organization. Managers 
forest industry enterprises were unable secure stable 
manpower. Labor turnover most the camps fre- 
quent. April, 1954, the Chepelare enterprise, there 
were 1,004 workers; May 20, 682; and May 25, 617. 
The situation the same the Devin enterprise.” 
June Trud complained about labor turnover the 
mines: 


“The ore mine Hadji Dimiter accepted new 
workers between January and April while the same 
period 105 workers left; the ore mines Chumerna ac- 
cepted workers March and April, while workers 
left within the same period. That why the production 
plan for the first quarter this year was fulfilled only 
percent.” 


Although miners receive more for their work than the 
average industrial worker—23 leva compared with 14-16 
leva daily—the regime may have increase their wages 
the New Course wants fulfill Second Five Year 
Plan goals. Poor living conditions, bad food and high work 
norms are partly responsible for the high rate labor 
turnover both mining and lumber enterprises. Another 
factor contributing the regime’s manpower difficulties 
that many miners are temporary workers. Since most 
Bulgarian mines are mountainous areas where little land 
collectivized, private farmers join mining brigades 
their free time. the seasons for sowing, plowing and 
harvesting, however, they leave their jobs and back 
their farms. source trouble that 
November 1953, New Course decree cancelled Febru- 
ary 1953 law penalizing labor migration. 
complaints the Party press, appears that result 
this measure, labor turnover the increase. their 
search for higher incomes, miners, lumber workers, and 
other workers frequently move from one area another. 

Present conditions Bulgaria have perhaps been best 
summed refugee who escaped from the country 
September 1954. claims that the New Course has re- 
sulted decrease lawlessness the part administra- 
tive and Party organs, but that the Party’s efforts “im- 
prove decisively the material and cultural well-being the 


Title: Very often Government officials leave their 
settle private affairs. 
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“Let them wait. you see, queue too.” 
Sturshel (Sofia), September 1954 


people” have not far produced substantial results. The 
Bulgarian people, says, still continue work and live 
miserable conditions: 


“Political prisoners have returned home from camps, 
and the arrests citizens, which were the order the 
day 1949 and 1950 are now very rare. tendency 
may now observed remedy certain injustices 
State farms. Many State employees the previous 
government have been reinstated, from shepherds offi- 
cers the old Army. People are longer forced at- 
tend various meetings and celebrations, 
true, there certain feeling obligation so, but 
this indirect and absence indirectly sanctioned. 

“Speeches made the various meetings and celebra- 
tions try turn people’s attention the government’s 
internal policies. The favorite theme such speeches 
the high income derived from agricultural collecti- 
vization. the meantime, important concessions have 
been made property owners and private initiative. 
the summer 1953, private workshops and little shops 
began set the outskirts Sofia. The taxation 
private property has decreased considerably and 
certain extent discrimination against property owners has 
been eliminated. State shops now have more goods, even 
though they are not particularly good quality, and the 
regime carrying campaign for higher quality pro- 

“Although there are increased supplies the shops, 
the Bulgarian worker and peasant cannot afford buy 
most the available goods. Over half the people 
suffer from hunger and only small part the Party 
aristocracy able live well.” 


would seem therefore that while the political atmos- 
phere Bulgaria less tense than was prior the New 
Course, the living standard the people still very low. 
far the concessions granted the regime have not re- 
sulted pronounced improvement the nation’s mate- 
rial well-being. 


Consumer Goods 
Internal Trade 
Bulgaria 


This the fourth series articles internal 
trade and consumer goods the coun- 
tries. the New Course function these are 
crucial areas which watch developments. 


EFORE World War II, Bulgaria’s economy was pri- 
marily agricultural: 1939, 52.1 percent the 
country’s national income was derived from the rural 

economy, six percent from handicraft production and only 
8.6 percent from industry.* The share agricultural pro- 
duction total national income increased during the war, 
reaching high 61.1 percent 1944. that time the 
share from handicrafts and industry stood 5.3 and 7.1 
percent respectively. This change the proportion 
wealth supplied the various sectors was not the result 
great upsurge agricultural production; rather, re- 
flected fall industrial production caused temporary 
lack raw materials. 

1945, immediately after the war and after the Bul- 
garian textile industry had been made work full ca- 
pacity for the Russians, the rural economy’s contribution 
the national income amounted 54.1 percent the 
total while industry’s share rose 9.4 percent. 


This overwhelming preponderance the rural sector 
also apparent the distribution manpower. Accord- 
ing Tchakaloff, 82.3 percent all gainfully occupied 
persons 1939 were dependent the rural economy 
source livelihood, while only about 8.7 percent were 
dependent upon industry and handicrafts.* 1945, the 
proportion was 82.4 for the rural economy and only 6.8 
percent for the combined industry-handicraft sector. The 


Tchakaloff, National Income and Outlay Bulgaria, 1924- 
1945, Sofia, 1946. 
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relationship between agricultural and industrial produc- 
tions pre-Communist days can also gauged 
analysis statistics exports. shown International 
Trade Statistics 1938, Geneva, 95.4 percent value 
Bulgaria’s exports consisted agricultural products. 

The bulk Bulgaria’s prewar industrial production 
consisted output light industry. The most impor- 
tant these were food processing and textile manufactur- 
ing. According the former Bulgarian Vice-Premier Kos- 
tov (Free Bulgaria |Sofia], March 15, 1949), the output 
these two industries still made about percent 
total industrial output 1948. 

Bulgaria thus possessed only negligible amount heavy 
industry the end the war. The country, however, was 
not saddled with heavy reparations. Unlike Hungary and 
Romania, Bulgaria was not required pay reparations 
the USSR and though debt was owed both Yugoslavia 
and Greece, little has been paid far. Payments 
Yugoslavia were cancelled 1947 Tito before the 
break, and reparations Greece, long disregarded the 
Communist regime, have only lately come for negotia- 
tion part the normalization relations between the 
two countries. the other hand, the other Satel- 
lites, the USSR laid claim all so-called former German 
assets, and several joint Soviet-Bulgarian companies—in- 
cluding concerns mining and civil aviation—were or- 
ganized with the proceeds these assets. other words, 
the Soviet Union assumed direct exploitative position 
with respect most Bulgaria’s heavy industry the 


j ‘ = 
your 
1954 
The 
US 
at- 
St; 
ra- 
ave 
ive. 
ops 
ion 
has 
ven 
the 
Ops, 
buy 
arty 
New 
low. 


end the war. Only recently did the Soviets announce 
that their interests these enterprises were being “sold” 
back the Bulgarians. 

What the Russians did not appropriate directly under 
the guise “joint” companies, they controlled indirectly 
through the process one-sided “commercial agree- 
ments.” Thus, already pointed out, the immediate 
postwar period (May 1945-June 1946) the Bulgarian 
cotton textile incustry worked almost exclusively for the 
Soviet Union. Free Bulgaria August 1947 disclosed 
that 8,000 tons cotton were imported from the USSR 
that period, thus enabling the cotton textile industry, 
which had fallen 62.8 1944 (1939 100), reach 
its prewar capacity. 


Two Year Plan 


Coordinated planning was inaugurated 1947 with 
Two Year Plan. explained Dobri Terpeshev, the 
former President the Supreme Economic Council (The 
First Bulgarian Two Year Plan 1947), the plan was 
designed lay the foundations “for the rapid industrializa- 
tion the country.” March 15, 1947, Free Bulgaria 
said that the prime objective was “restore agriculture 
and industry the 1939 level and surpass some 
With reference mass production industries, 
such textiles and food processing, the article said that 
was hoped that increased output would obtained 
adequate supply raw materials and resultant full 
utilization plant capacity. The Plan therefore made lit- 
tle provision for the expansion industrial facilities. The 
main effort was directed the proper use existing 
facilities, number which had previously been only 
partly exploited. 

The outline the Plan stated that the situation many 
industries was critical. Besides wartime disruptions and 
shortages, Bulgaria had suffered two consecutive years 
drought, and production was particularly poor the food, 
leather, and textile industries, all dependent the sup- 
ply agricultural raw materials. The plan revealed, for 
example, that 1946, the following industries were pro- 
ducing less than before the war (prewar production 
100): leather, 51; soap, 67; vegetable oil, 21; sugar prod- 
ucts, 33.4; wool, 80.3; silk, 25. This agricultural crisis had 
severe repercussions the production consumer goods 
and forced the regime use valuable credits for the im- 
port food products which, former times, had been 
used export commodities. Money invested further de- 
layed Bulgaria’s postwar reconstruction, for the country 
was dire need replacement parts for its industrial 
facilities, many which had fallen into disrepair and ob- 
solescence during the war. 

originally envisaged, the Plan called for the follow- 
ing production levels reached 1948 (1939 100) 
food industry, 149; textile industry, 166; rubber industry, 
245; chemical industry, 241; building materials, 185; steel 
industry, 167; electric power, 135, and other industries, 
152. 

Drastic changes planning, however, took place with 


the beginning the second year plan. The whole con- 
cept the original plan was altered, and whereas the 
main stress had first been building light and con- 
sumer goods industries, the revision entailed mobiliza- 
tion all resources speeding heavy industry. 
forth, according the then-Assistant Minister the State 
Planning Commission Todor Polyakov, heavy industry 
would receive priority the country’s economic develop- 
ment and “in contrast, [the development of] light industry 
will follow more gradual tempo.”* 

The effect this switch emphasis 
striking for the textile industry. Compared the original 
target 166 (in relation 1939 level 100), the re- 
vision now called for new level only 116. This reduc- 
tion may have been partially the result more prag- 
matic appraisal possibilities, for must borne mind 
that that textile production was increase spectacularly 
almost exclusively result reorganization and more 
thorough utilization existing facilities rather than 
through increase physical plant capacity. The 
change may also have been due the drought, and the 
Communists may have realized that they would unable 
purchase the needed raw materials. 


The only consumer goods industry scheduled 
crease production above the original target was food: in- 
stead target 149, slightly higher goal 153 was 
now set. Other revised goals were (1939 100): leather 
industry, 126; rubber industry, 148; tobacco industry, 
136; electric power, 234; machinery, 207; metallurgy, 
198; metal manufactures, 187; chemical industry, 164. 
Thus, the index for electric power, for example, was made 
jump from 135 234. The reduction the effort de- 
voted the chemical industry may have been caused 
the regime’s desire concentrate first 
heavy industrial production. that may, sig- 
nificant that this major economic reorientation was not 
advertised explained the regime. the years that 
were follow, the people’s standard living was 
decrease sharply result this revision: food, cloth- 
ing and all the most elemental necessities life, including 
vital medicines, were deliberately neglected. 


Plan Indices 


Bulgarian production indices are most unreliable and 
show many inconsistencies and outright contradictions. 
Not only are the figures unrealistic (as indeed they are 
all Communist-dominated countries), but they are also 
many instances variance with other regime claims. 
ascertain how the Two Year Plan was carried out (and 
indeed how all subsequent Plans fared), necessary 
reconstruct the whole foundation which the Commu- 
nists allegedly base their present “computations.” 

Typical the Communist manipulation figures 
serve their ends, the statement made the inception 
the Two Year Plan Dobri Terpshev the effect that 
1946 industrial production amounted 10,272 million 


Results the 1947 Plan and Targets for 1948 (Sofia), 1948. 


leva (at 1939 prices) and therefore stood percent 
the prewar level. Close examination the use made 
this figure reveals that the Communist official excluded 
sums for electric power, fuel and ore productions, but 
that these amounts were included subsequent years. Had 
sums been incorporated for 1946, industrial pro- 
duction that year would have amounted 12,927 million 
leva. Since Terpeshev gave the value 1939 production 
(the base year) 12,451 million leva, follows that the 
1946 industrial production index was not percent 
prewar level but 103.8. The difficulty assessing 
correctly the starting point further compounded the 
1946 index figure 115.2 for industrial production re- 
leased the Monthly Bulletin Statistics, No. 9-10, 
(Sofia), 1948. 


Other figures given the regime various times for 
industrial production 1939 were: 12,105 million leva 
15, 1946 issue Free Bulgaria), and billion 
leva (Rabotnichesko Delo December 29, 1948). 
The pre-Communist figure (Statistical Yearbook the 
Kingdom Bulgaria 1942) was 12,667 million 
leva. All that can said therefore that industrial pro- 
duction 1939 was somewhere between and billion 
leva. The precise 1946 production index cannot ascer- 
tained. 

Similar discrepancies exist for 1947 and 1948 between 
figures production indices released the Bul- 
leting Statistics and Free Bulgaria. According the 
former, 1947 industrial production reached index 
137.4; according the latter, the figure was approxi- 
mately 130.5. But though precise’ results cannot ascer- 
tained, clear that the Plan was not fulfilled im- 
portant sectors. Referring the first year the Plan, 
Free Bulgaria stated that the target had been reached 
“only 83.2 percent owing severe shortages raw 
materials.” The Assistant Minister the State Planning 
Commission, Todor Polyakov, also stated that 1947 wit- 
nessed severe shortages agricultural raw materials (this 
was the third successive year drought), and that the 
food industry had barely reached percent the target.* 
Vice Premier Traicho Kostov also indicated that the plan 
had met with difficulties. disclosed Free Bulgaria 
March 15, 1949 that the 1947 index for the food indus- 
try was only 96.3 percent the prewar level. And yet, 
despite these acknowledged failures, the Statistics Board 
issued index figure 137.4 for the year. 


The year 1948 important computing Bulgarian in- 
dustrial growth for used the regime base for 
the First Five Year Plan goals. Here again, specific re- 
gime references failures meeting planned goals 
not match the inflated index figures for the year. 
November 15, 1948, Free Bulgaria gave figures for the first 
half the year. was shown that the food industry, 
though had reached level 15.2 percent above that for 
1947, had fulfilled the yearly plan only 35.7 percent; 
the tobacco industry had fulfilled its annual goal only 
19.5 percent. The textile industry fared somewhat better, 


Results the 1947 Plan and Targets for 1948 (Sofia), 1948. 


since was alleged have reached 53.1 percent its 
annual planned goal the end the first half the 
year. This planned goal, however, indicated above, had 
been substantially reduced. Even more indicative poor 
production results was the report the third quarter 
results Free Bulgaria December 1948. The tabu- 
lation showed that production some industries was still 
below the level the corresponding 1947 period. For 
example, the following levels were reportedly reached 
(third quarter 1947 100); soap, 96; cotton yarn, 
97.8; woolen yarn, 104.5; silk yarn, 104.6; cotton fabrics, 
97.8; cotton underwear, 74. 

true that the second half the year the situa- 
tion with respect the supply raw materials improved 
substantially. Though not bumper crop, the harvest 
was much better than the three preceding years. How- 
ever, the third quarterly report indicates that these im- 
proved conditions did not have immediate effect 
production results. short, substantial rise the 
yearly index figure was not expected, particularly 
view the fact that the Monthly Bulletin Statistics 
showed its monthly reports that not until September 
did industrial production exceed the level reached the 
best months the previous year. When index figures for 
1948 were issued, they were both exaggerated and contra- 
dictory. According Kostov (Free Bulgaria, March 15, 
1949) the 1948 index was 165.4 (1939 according 
Otechestven Front (Sofia) December 28, 1948, 


Title: shops rural cooperatives Kustendil, there lack 
goods for the fall and winter seasons. 
Inscriptions read: woolens; snow boots; rubber shoes. 


Caption: “Why are you complaining? You didn’t want buy 
snow boots when they were available during the 
have buy summer shoes now. 


Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), November 11, 1954 
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was 171.5; third source* gave the index 163. Finally, 
his September 1953 speech, Premier Chervenkov 
stated that the 1948 industrial index was 179.6. The Com- 
munist official, however, incorporated lumbering and fish- 
ing the computation, though previously these activities 
had not been included within the industrial production 
sector. 

The figures generally accepted throughout the world 
are those, used this study, issued the Bulgarian Board 
Statistics. The foregoing discussion, however, ought 
adequate warning the unreliability these fig- 
ures. But while these computations may highly inflated 
absolute terms, they are useful and significant that 
they throw light the relative ratio economic expan- 
sion that has taken place the last few years. 


First Five Year Plan 


The regime launched its second postwar plan, this one 
covering five-year span according the perennial Soviet 
model, January 1949. Unlike the Two Year Plan, de- 
signed bring production slightly above the pre- 
war level, the new targets entailed substantial increases 
industrial production. That special stress was placed 
the development heavy industry can seen from the 
order importance given the various economic sectors 
the outline the Plan presented Free Bulgaria 
January 15, 1949. Item (a) the list read: “maxi- 
mum development the means production basis for 
the industrialization the country.” Much farther down 
the list item (j) provision was made for “improvement 
the material and cultural standard living the work- 
ing class, peasants and people’s intelligentsia.” Compared 
1948, total industrial production was scheduled in- 
crease 119 percent, light industry only 75.5 percent. 
Heavy industry, the other hand, was made take 
tremendous stride: 220 percent. 

The following percentage increases were projected for 
important consumer goods the period 1949-53: Food 
industry, 93.1; textile industry, 57; leather industry, 82; 
shoe industry, 84; light chemical industry (soap, drugs, 
ink, matches, etc.), 234; aluminum and enamel utensils, 
92.** Though some these contemplated increases were 
the Plan called for the construction rela- 
tively few new industrial facilities devoted consumer 
goods production. For instance, reference the fu- 
ture the textile industry under the Plan, the outline 
merely mentioned that “in order realize the above- 
mentioned program, the existing enterprises must ex- 
panded, completed and reorganized exploit the 
full their entire productive power.” 

Some expansion the textile industry was scheduled, 
but this applied only spinning and not weaving. Thus, 
the Plan provided for the addition 25,000 spindles 


the cotton industry. That parallel expansion the 


Background Material the First Five Year Economic Plan for 
the Party School 1950-51 (Sofia), 1951. 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), December 29, 1949. 


weaving Capacity was contemplated can explained 
terms both the internal situation the trade and ex- 
ternal commitments forced upon Bulgaria the Soviet 
Union. Internally, weaving had long been practiced 
home peasants, that the total capacity was apparently 
sufficient. The main additional demands made upon the 
industry, however, consisted processing Russian cotton, 
with the yarn being sent back the Soviet Union. the 
Plan results indicate, the projected addition 25,000 
spindles was apparently insufficient take care both 
internal needs and foreign commitments. The only other 
new facility provided for under the planned expansion 
the textile industry was plant for spinning and weav- 
ing hemp. 

With respect the food industry, the Plan called for 
the enlargement and modernization existing fac- 
tories, and the establishment several new ones. The ob- 
ject was produce enough macaroni, noodles, spaghetti 
and other “pasta” products “satisfy” internal consump- 
tion and fulfill export commitments. Provision was also 
made for the construction several new plant: 
and for the development the food canning industry 
The Plan also included instructions for the building 
pectin production installation. 


Finally, the Plan referred the enlargement the 
three existing factories for porcelain-faience derivatives 
and two factories for glass derivatives. The glass and 
porcelain industry was scheduled acquire one addi- 
tional plant for each the following: faience derivatives, 
cleaning and calcinating feldspar, and the manufacturing 
glass. The above list, meager is, includes all pro- 
visions made for the development the consumer goods 
industry, with the exception single new 
uled for the leather industry. must borne mind 
that these years thousands peasants, many whom 
were traditionally producers many types consumer 
goods, were driven the towns become industrial work- 
ers. result, fewer persons the consumer goods in- 
dustries had produce enough satisfy the needs 
increasing proportion the population. The outline the 
Plan shows why, the absence genuine program for 
expansion consumer goods industries, the standard 
living the people was made deteriorate with the pas- 
sage time. 


Plan Results 


Although the Plan was meant run for five years, 
was allegedly fulfilled three years and ten months. The 
statistics are once again confusing and contradictory: ac- 
cording the Plan results published Bulgaria Today 
March 16, 1953, industrial production (without local and 
cooperative production, lumbering and fishing) was equal 
4.3 times that 1939; according the statistics re- 
leased for each annual Plan and according the most 
reliable index for 1948 base production, the index reached 
the Plan’s end 1952 was 372 (1939 100). 

According the regime, the following production per- 
centage increases (over 1948) had taken place the 


PRODUCTION 
Excluding Fishing 


Including Fishing 
and Lumbering i 


and Lumbering 


Index Increase Index Increase 

(1939 Over (Prewar Over 

_ ==100) Prior Year ==100) Prior Year 

165.5 20.5 179.6 
265.3 23.3 288.1 19.8 
19.0 343.4 19.2 
Five Year Plan 378.0 
406.0 12.0 451.6 12.0 
439.3 8.2 488.6 8.2 


i957 Five Year Plan 596.06 


Indices for total production (excluding fishing and 
lumbering) for 1939 through 1948 were computed from Traicho 
Kostov’s report Free Bulgaria, March 15, 1949. The indices 
for total industrial production (excluding lumbering and fishing) 
for 1949 were computed from the annual plan reports. Indices for 
total production (including fishing and lumbering) for 1948 
through 1952 were taken from Vulko Chervenkov’s September 
1953 speech, Bulgaria Today, September 20, 1953. The first Five 
Year Plan for industrial production was taken from Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), December 29, 1948. The 1953 index for total indus- 
trial production including fishing and lumbering was taken from 
Bulgaria Today, No. February 1954, while the index excluding 
lumbering and fishing was computed from the percent increase 
given the 1953 Plan report (Radio Sofia, February 1954). 
1957 second Five Year Plan goals were computed from per- 
centages increase given Rabotnichesko Delo, March 1954. 
The 1954 goals were computed from the percentage increase 
given Rabotnichesko Delo, April 10, 1954. The indices for 
heavy industry were taken from Kostov’s report Free Bulgaria 


were those for food and light industries from 1940 through 


end the Plan: food industry, 100; textile industry, 130; 
fur and leather industry, 120; shoe industry, 150; alumi- 
num and enamel utensils, 74. Thus, besides the relatively 
poor results obtained the output aluminum and 
enamel utensils, every major division light industry 
was alleged have overfulfilled its plan more than year 
ahead schedule. 

Plan results also reveal that the scheduled increase 
the spinning capacity the textile industry was substan- 
tially exceeded, probably response Soviet demands. 
December 25, 1953, the Soviet paper (Mos- 
cow) stated that “in bourgeois Bulgaria, the cotton indus- 
try had 6,300 looms and 240,000 spindles, while now there 
are 6,600 looms and 364,000 This increase 
approximately 120,000 spindies for the cotton industry 
alone (the largest sector the textile industry), corre- 
sponds regime claims made the course the Plan. 


Development Bulgarian Industrial 


HEAVY INDUSTRY LIGHT INDUSTRY FOOD INDUSTRY _ 


Excluding Food Industry 


Je of %e of Je of 
Index Increase Index Increase Index Increase 
(1939 Over (1939 Over (1939 Over 
=100) Prior Year ==100) Prior Year 100 Prior Year 
99.3 110.5 10.5 124.8 24.8 
91.6 118.5 135.0 8.2 
102.0 11.4 117.3 104.8 
97.1 114.4 100.3 
59.4 102.9 98.3 
88.5 49.0 118.5 15.2 95.7 
115.4 30.4 118.2 99.8 4.3 
133.1 15.3 146.0 96.3 
166.0 24.7 13.2 52.6 


Revue Statistique Generale Bulgarie (Sofia) 1946 
gives index 105.9. 


Index taken from Traicho Kostov’s report. According Dobri 
Terpeshev’s Report the First Five Year Plan Fifth Congress 
the Bulgarian (Sofia) 1949, the 1948 index (including food 
production) was only 151. also gave 1949 and 1953 goals 
(including food production) 182 and 265 respectively. 


This corrected index. Kostov gave 1948 food production 
index 165.7. However, the same time contradicted himself 
saying that food production had increased 52.6 percent. The 
latter figures sounds more logical, the First Five Year Plan goal 
for the food industry called for production increase over 1948 
93.1 percent rounded index 280 (1939 100) for 1953 
(Report the First Five Year Plan). 


Percentage increase for light and food industry combined. 


Second Five Year Plan called for 60% increase over 1952 
total industrial production, 78% heavy industry, 48% light 
industry, and 50% food industry. 


December 22, 1951, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) an- 
nounced that the Ernst Thaelmann cotton spinning mill 
with capacity 60,000 spindles had been completed 
the capital; April 28, 1953, the same paper announced 
that similar mill with 30,000 spindle capacity had 
been inaugurated Gabrovo; finally, December 
1953, Trud (Sofia) revealed that yet another cotton spin- 
ning mill with 30,000 spindle capacity had been opened 
Plovdiv. 


Confirmation other plants established according 
Plan requirements exists only for the following two: 
February 1952 Vercherny Novini (Sofia) reported that 
pectin plant had been opened Chervka, and Aug- 
ust 28, 1953, Otechestven Front, announced that plant 
Bojchinovtzi (Vratza county) containing cannery and 
“pasta” division had started operating. 
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Production Selected Consumer 


Plan Plan 
cotton textiles million meters 60.12 66.14 95.34 109.64 90.00 146.92 
wool textiles ........... million meters 4.74 4.58 5.13 6.15 8.44 8.10 8.72 7.60 9.85 11.55 
leather footwear million pairs 0.22 0.50 0.55 0.88 1.02 1.25 1.008 1.29 1.63 


Sources: Economic Survey Europe 1953 (Geneva), 1954; 
Radio Sofia, Feb. 1954; Rabotnichesko Delo, December 29, 
1948; Jan. 30, 1953; March 1954. 


(Moscow), Dec. 25, 1953 gave this figure 116 


million meters. 


shoe production alone was envisaged one million 
pairs, while the goal for production including that local indus- 
try was three million pairs. 


Second Five Year Plan 


The Second Five Year Plan started January 1953, 
but was only January the following year that de- 
tails were released. revealed Rabotnichesko Delo 
March 1954, the preamble states that the beginning 
the Plan Bulgaria had been transformed from “back- 
ward agricultural country” into “industrial-agricultural 
nation.” Having thus allegedly effected the main aim 
the First Five Year Plan, involving drastic switch 
more industrial economy, the regime outlined more mod- 
erate target for the second Plan: “the further gradual 
development the national economy sharp im- 
provement the material and cultural welfare the 
working people.” 

The following percentage increases over 1952 were 
projected for 1957 for some the more important con- 
sumer goods industries: food, 50; textiles, 53; rubber, 90; 
glass, 100; china and porcelain (including electric fittings) 
75. achieve these goals, the Plan provides for expan- 
sion old facilities and for the establishment the fol- 
lowing new industrial enterprises: 


Food Industry—a sugar refinery with annual capacity 
28,000 tons, oil-extraction plant with yearly capacity 
16,000 tons, margarine plant, fruit and vegetable 
cannery, and additional wine cellars, slaughterhouses and 
cold storage plants. 


Textile Industry—a new cotton textile combine with ca- 
pacity million meters and 5,000 tons yarn (only 
part the combine operating the end the 
Plan). The Plan also provides for the expansion the 
Maritza cotton textile combine and the Veela Peepa hemp 
textile factory. The capacity the wool spinning mills 
increased 6,000 spindles. 


Chemical Industry—a plant for the manufacture syn- 
thetic fibers. 


Rubber Industry—the Sila and Georgi 
plants expanded. 


Other Industries—a new leather plant, glass factory with 
annual capacity 12,000 tons, plant for the basic 
processing cotton, and factory for the manufacture 
tools and instruments. 


1953, the first year the Plan, oil extraction 
plant Kostinbrod was completed (Radio Sofia, February 
1954), and expansion took place the Maritza and 
Balkans spinning plants. According Rabotnichesko Delo 
April 1954, light industry was scheduled receive 
the following additional plants 1954: cannery 
Svishtov, new vegetable oil refinery attached the 
Kosta Zlatarev food combine Dolna Mitropolia, well 
new public freezers and refrigeration plants. March 
21, 1954, Radio Sofia announced that construction work 
the new cotton processing plant Polyanovgrad had 
started the previous day. 


Quantity 


Although industrial production has increased substan- 
tially the last few years, the supply consumer goods 
inadequate. One the main reasons for this situation 
that industrial production was not geared consumer 
demands: the chief stress was put heavy industry, and 
many the operations performed light industry were 
directed furthering the export goods (mainly the 
Soviet Union and the Satellites). Since the inception 
the New Course, various measures have been taken alle- 
viate this situation. Some the regime comments with 
respect this new policy are highly revealing. They show, 
for instance, that adequate supply consumer goods 
cannot really produced without the wholehearted co- 
operation the people and the equally wholehearted will- 
ingness the part the regime listen the demands 
the people. This free exchange “views” course 
best reflected market where supply and demand deter- 
mines the kind and amount production that corre- 
sponds the consumers’ tastes, wishes, idiosyncracies, etc. 
The Communists cannot allow such market develop 
the countries they dominate, but they can—and now 
apparently attempt to—broaden the links between them- 
selves and the masses regulate production con- 
form greater extent with popular demand. Pre- 
mier Chervenkov explained September 1953: 


number serious shortcomings exist the work 
our industry despite plan fulfillments. The practice that 
has existed the past—specially light industry—of aim- 
ing plan fulfillment only for the values concerned, with- 


out paying attention the needs the population, still 
with us. This one the reasons for the accumulation 
considerable amounts unsold goods over and above the 
norm. The necessary coordination between the activities 
light industry, the home trade and the Central Coopera- 
tive Union still lacking. its part, home trade, because 
insufficient study the requirements and demands 
the population, has everywhere contributed the accumu- 
lation unsold goods.” (Bulgaria Today (Sofia), Septem- 
ber 20, 1953). 


That many articles and materials are not available sim- 
because they are produced insufficient quantities, 
made amply clear the preamble decree (dealing 
with improvement the variety and quality con- 


umer goods) published Otechestven Front May 11, 
1954: 


“The Ministry Light and Food Industries systematic- 
ally fails fulfill the Plan with respect goods most 
urgently needed the population; some these are: out- 
ing flannel, velvet, satin for quilts, fine quality woolen 
fabrics for suits, dresses, overcoats and top coats, socks, 
silk tricot, silk jersey, women’s boots, women’s shoes, chil- 
dren’s rubber balls, oil cloth for table covering, etc.” 


The article attributed the shortage and poor quality 
consumer goods inadequate supply raw mate- 
rials: “The Ministries for Heavy Industry, Foreign Trade 
and Supply, and the Central Cooperative Union not 
regularly supply the enterprises the Light and Food 
Industries with the planned amounts raw materials 
and spare parts, and this turn hampers the fulfillment 
their 

Shortages particular localities are also caused de- 
ficiencies the distribution system. Thus, certain types 
goods are not only over-produced absolute numbers 
(as Chervenkov admitted), but also relatively: 
though there may plethora them one place 
there may also dearth them elsewhere. This par- 
ticular problem was recently discussed the economist 
Ivan Paliiski Finansi Kredit (Sofia), No. 1954. De- 
scribing conditions supply one particular town one 
particular time, said: 


“In the State trade enterprise Obleklo Obuvki the 
city Chervenbreg, there are peasant moccasins, 
galoshes, cotton-knit goods, blankets, sewing machine 
thread, children’s clothing, boots, men’s suits, and other 
items the people are looking for. Further, because the main 
trade organization has none these goods, they cannot 
distributed the county branches. the same city, the 
State enterprise Bakalksi Stoki lacks macaroni, caustic 
soda, bicarbonate soda, black pepper, kerosene lamps, 
lard, cheese, and cigarettes.” 


Other such complaints appear from time time 
the press. For instance, April 1954, Otechestven 
Front stated that “some villages Smolian County are 
not regularly supplied with salt, shovels, rakes, horseshoes, 
glass and enamel ware. The paper continued: “In some 
places, the meat distribution plan not being evenly ful- 
filled; sometimes there shortage meat the mar- 
ket, and other times the quantity unnecessarily large. 


number places the population also irregularly 
supplied with vegetables. 


Quality 


Shoddy production has become the almost inevitable 
concomitant Communist economic organization. Since 
plant managers have fulfill the perennial plans (and 
are punished they not and rewarded they do), they 
are automatically under heavy pressure sacrifice quality 
for quantity. Workers too have their set norms meet 
and since these norms are extremely hard keep with, 
they have choice but produce quickly, matter how 
bad the quality the products they turn out. With the 
advent the New Course, the regime has tried im- 
prove the quality production, and May 10, 1954, 
Radio Sofia announced that “in order further efforts 
toward varying the production general consumer goods 
and improve their quality, office has been set the 
Ministry Light and Food Industry for the sorting and 
grading goods.” The announcement also said that 
“Designers and qualified artists work this office, which 
also organizes seasonal shows; collaboration with the 
Ministry Foreign Trade, this office will also set 
model stores Sofia and the provinces.” 


the whole, however, little has been done change 
the attitude managers and workers: while they are con- 
stantly being reminded that better quality production 
expected them, the work tempo has not been reduced. 


Instead, disciplinary action against culprits being threat- 
ened: 


unacceptable that consumer goods should 
poor quality, and not accordance with the tastes and re- 
quirements the buyers. Output shoddy goods must 
considered crime against the people and the Socialist 
State. The local and cooperative industries have urgent 
tasks increase output and considerably increase the 
quality metal and wood products, furniture, novelty 
goods, children’s toys, household items, and all other con- 
sumer goods. 

“Unfortunately number plant managers fail pay 
proper attention this problem. They strive fulfill 
and overfulfill their plan quantity alone, and this cannot 
accepted Socialist production. Failure fulfill the 
planned tasks quality and assortment very serious 


breach State discipline.” (Rabotnichesko Delo, February 
19, 1954). 


The paper then gave specific examples production 
“not accordance with the tastes and requirements 
the buyers.” mentioned, for instance, that the director 
the Cotton Industry Union was responsible for permit- 
ting “the production one million meters poor quality 
fabrics.” cited the “First May” factory the town 
Stalin which produced 47,000 meters unusable fab- 
rics and the Effraim factory which turns out deficient 
leather products. Finally, the paper also accused Trade 
Union managers and leaders industrial enterprises 
failure lead decisive fight against the [large number 
of] rejects.” 
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May 10, 1954, Radio Sofia announced that decree 
the improvement the quality and variety consumer 
goods had been passed joint session the Council 
Ministers and the Party’s Central Committee. The de- 
cree partly description the situation with respect 
consumer goods and partly and exhortation the peo- 
ple the industry better future. The decree 
does not contain tangible incentives achieve such 
improvement. Describing existing shortcomings (Otechest- 
ven Front, May 11, 1954), the decree states that “the va- 
riety and outside appearance number cotton, silk 
and woolen fabrics poor,” and that “when the cotton 
and silk fabrics are washed, colors fade and designs run.” 
The shoe supply was described inadequate and the qual- 
ity the leather “unsatisfactory.” The decree admit- 
ted that “the needs the people with respect such 
enamel and aluminum products stoves, stove pipes, wash 
tubs, coal buckets, wire for fences, iron beds, argricultural 
tools, horseshoes and nails, are not fully Among 
other consumer goods scored because inferior quality 
were porcelain and glassware products, meat products, 
beer, sugar products, and furs. 

The exhortation for quantitative and, above all, quali- 
tative improvements was specifically addressed industries 
producing handling textiles, leather and rubber shoes, 
furniture, china, porcelain and glassware, food, metal 
housewares, and agricultural implements. 

One the problems plaguing the regime that many 


Development Consumer Goods Production’ 
100) 


Five Year 
Plan Goal 

Commodity 1953 1957 
cotton textiles 147.5 180.0 440.3 
cotton yarn.. 1088 193.1 
woolentextiles 117.9 132.0 2244 253.6 385.5 
silk textiles.. 143.6 135.0 382.6 540.9 
cardboard, 

paper 2054 219.8 
sole leather.. 82.0 1968 212.5 
edible vege- 

table oils.. 95.6 109.0 239.8 371.7 
canned 

tobacco 


Free Bulgaria, March 15, 1949; Bulgaria Today, May 
16, 1953; Radio Sofia, February 1954, April 12, Rabot- 
nichesko Delo, March 1954. 


The 1954 plan (Radio Sofia, April 1954) called for follow- 
ing increases over 1953: vegetable oils (14.7%), sugar (22%), 
canned vegetables (13.2%), cured tobacco (25.2%). 


second Five Year Plan (Radio Sofia, January 28, 1954) 
called for following increases over 1952: sugar (150%), canned 
vegetables (97%). 


concerns continue concentrate the production in- 
dustrial goods either because this their main line 
production and they not want bothered with by- 
products, else because financially more advantageous 
for them so. These concerns therefore their 
plans only nominally that they turn out the volume 
goods required them. They this however the ex- 
pense June 29, 1954, Radio Sofia broad- 
cast the following: 


“Local and cooperative industry faces important tasks 
the struggle satisfying the constantly increasing needs 
the people. The handicraft combines and artisan co- 
operatives are expected develop and produce goods 
which are not manufactured the State-run light and 
food industry. Very often, however, these activities are 
being minimized and neglected. There are many cases 
poorly made clothes, negligently manufactured shoes, 
Many industrial handicraft combines are fulfilling 
their industrial production plans while plans for rendering 
services are allowed lag considerably. 

“The working people are need various types 
knives, spoons, forks, potato mashers, agricultural tools, and 
similar items which there are not enough the market. 
This result the unsatisfactory activities the enter- 
prises local and cooperative industry. One the most 
urgent tasks the present time improve the quality 
and appearance products. Many enterprises, like those 
Vratsa, Sandanski, Levskigrad, and other places, not 
pay sufficient attention improving quality and not 
apply scientific technology. All enterprises local and 
cooperative industry must wage permanent, persistent, 
and unyielding battle for improving quality and expand- 
ing variety.” (Italics added) 


Variety 


The situation with respect the assortment consumer 
goods better than that with respect quantity and 
quality, and the regime has lately frequently said so. The 
basic problem that diversification production far 
more intricate, far more costly and often requires much 
more effort than production standardized, single item. 
Though the regime now loudly lamenting the drabness, 
lack originality and unsuitability many its products, 
this rough uniformity output was deliberately under- 
taken the Communists speed industrialization. the 
textile industry, for instance, most the smaller plants 
were merged into larger units that patterns, fabrics and 
colors became standardized that clothing lost all marks 
individuality. The latest regime pronouncements seem 
indicate that some genuine changes may now taking 
place that respect. Thus, February 1954, Radio 
Sofia broadcast speech Atanas Dimitrov, Minister 
Light and Food Industry, who said: 


“cc 


The work accomplished date still far from 
satisfactory. can and must respond the require- 
ments the working people. must supply them with 
more and more diverse industrial and food products ac- 
cording their tastes and requirements. our duty 

work out absolutely concrete organizational and 
technical measures for mastering the production new 
goods, models, designs, and colors, widen the assortment 


ce 


baby fed factory manager called the thin 
one “Quality.” 


Caption: Though they are really twins, one them remains much 
too Sturshel (Sofia), September 1954 


and improve the quality production, and increase 
the production goods demanded the population.” 


more specific references what was done, 
Dimitrov called for increase the variety cotton 
fabrics the manufacture new types goods, the 
use some 800 colors for designed fabrics, and the use 
designs for stamped fabrics. promised that 
the woolen industry there would assortment 
new woolen fabrics, and said that the silk and linen 
industries were produce new fabrics and 250 new de- 
signs and types. Dimitrov also told his audience that the 
food industry would put the market new types 


candy, new types pastry products, new kinds des- 
sert dough, 


Yearly Percentage Increases Consumer 


Goods Production’ 
Plan 1957 
over 
1949 1950 19512 1952 1953 1952) 


cotton textiles.. 10.0 27.0 13.5 15.0 8.0 34.4 


Delo, Feb. 1950; 1950— 
Rabotnichesko Delo, Jan. 30, 1951; Front, 
Feb. 1952; 1952—Rabotnichesko Delo, Jan. 30, 1953; 1953— 
Radio Sofia, Feb. 1957 Plan—Rabotnichesko Delo, March 
1954, Radio Sofia, April 12, 1954. 


1951 plan (Rabotnichesko Delo, Dec. 26, 1950) called 
for the following production increases over 1950 (in percentage) 
cotton textiles (12.2), wool textiles (10.5), soap (53.0), sugar 
(68.3). 


These percentage increases are for footwear general. 


Both the Second Five Year Plan well the May de- 
cree stress the importance introducing improvements 
the variety consumer goods production. The Plan, for 
instance, mentions that “the main attention the entire 
textile industry should directed toward improving the 
quality and expanding the assortment those particular 
cotton, woolen and silk fabrics and knitwear items that are 
greatest demand.” The May decree called for increas- 
ing the variety such food products processed meats, 
canned vegetables, fruits and juices. promised that 
the end 1954, the following goods would produced: 
ladies wool dresses not less than 250 different designs, 
lining different materials, and winter coats 
assorted fabrics. 


ll. Internal Trade 


Bulgaria’s internal trade regulated Decree Sep- 
tember 20, 1952 [Sofia] February 22, 1952), stipu- 
lating that function under the jurisdiction the 
Ministry Internal Trade and accordance with the 
State economic Plan. Regulations for the organization, de- 
velopment and improvement internal trade are issued 
the Council Ministers. Wholesale trade entrusted 
the Council Ministers State trade enterprises and 
cooperative unions. Retail trade carried State 
commercial enterprises national and local level, spe- 
cial State enterprises order the Council Ministers 
(factory outlet stores, etc.), consumer cooperatives, collec- 
tive farms and artisan cooperatives marketing their own 
products, and private persons.* 

the other Satellites, retail trade divided between 
State and cooperative stores. Bulgarian coops operate both 
the cities (NARCOOP) and the rural areas (SEL- 
COOP). NARCOOP deals almost entirely food prod- 
ucts. SELCOOP, known “universal store,” sells all 
kinds goods, and also purchases farm produce from 
kolkhozes and private farmers. the thousand coop 
stores the country, approximately two thousand are re- 
ported NARCOOP establishments.** 

The following table traces the development Socialized 
retail trade Bulgaria. Consumer cooperatives have been 
active Bulgaria since the prewar period. was not until 
December 1947, however, with the nationalization retail 
trade, that they were actually placed under the direct juris- 
diction the government. The first State retail shops were 
established 1947, those for wholesale trade the begin- 
ning 1948. 


private individual not permitted engage retail trade 
without permit from his local People’s Council and license 
from the Ministry Finance. The permit issued for one year 
periods, valid for stipulated goods only. presented the 
Ministry, which, after payment fee, may issue its license. 


The July 16, 1951 Izgrev (Sofia) reported that NARCOOP 
operated 428 shops and canteens the following types: 234 
grocery stores, restaurants, bars, tripe-shops (soup can- 
teens), confectionary shops, canteens for the sale soft 
drinks, candy, etc., shops for the sale industrial consumer 
goods, and shops for textiles and ready-made clothing. The re- 
port stated that principal activity was trade gro- 
cery products, which represented percent its entire trade ac- 
tivity. also revealed that percent all groceries purchased 
Sofia was distributed NARCOOP shops. 
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Socialization Internal 


Total State Sector Cooperative Sector 

Socialized Added Total Stores Total 

1947.... 43.1 12.9 30.2 

68.8 25.3 43.5 7,783 
1949.... 86.0 44.5 41.5 
98.4 8625 51.3 47.1 16,000 
99.3 51.5 47.8 


The following are the principal types Bulgarian retail 
trade enterprises operating with the “Socialist” sector: 


(a) Naroden Magazin (NARMAG)—People’s stores; 


(b) Sell 
building materials; 


(c) and fuel supplies; 
(d) Spetsialna Turgovia—Special 


hardware, appliances, and 


(e) Railroad buffets and dining cars; 

Gradska Turgovia Municipal commercial enter- 
prises 

NARCOOP—Urban cooperative stores; 

(h) SELCOOP—Rural cooperative stores. 


Distribution Network 


The principal State wholesale trade organs are: Obleklo 
Obuvki, distributing shoes and clothing; Bakalski Stoki, 
for groceries; and Stroimatmetiz, for building materials and 
metal appliances. addition these, the regional coop- 
erative unions supply goods the various retail 
tives under their jurisdiction. 

The wholesale trade organs are responsible for the entire 
national distribution their goods. Obleklo Obuvki, for 


Rabotnichesko Delo, June 1950; Jan. 30, 1951; 
May 29, 1952; Feb. 26, 1954; Sept. 1954; Front, 
Feb. 1952: Bulgaria Today, February 1953, June 1954; 
Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), Sept. 14, 1952; Bulgarian Telegraph 
Agency, May 26, 1951; Turgovia, March 1954. 
Percentages are total retail turnover. 

359 these were reported model stores. 

figure includes: stores and 5,380 public canteens 
villages, and 1,698 stores and 287 public canteens urban 
areas (NARCOOP). 

This figure includes 159 state stores, 139 hardware stores, and 
564 state stores handle urban commerce. 

This figure apparently includes both stores and warehouses 
(presumably public canteens are also included). 


Figure given Rabotnichesko Delo, Sept. 1954. The 1954 
Plan report (Radio Sofia, Feb. 1954) stated that 655 food 
and 615 other stores were repaired and opened during 1953. 
Probably, therefore, 626 stores were repaired enlarged. 

June 1954 issue Bulgaria Today stated that there 
were 12,250 coop stores and public canteens the country during 
1953. The March 1954 Socialisticheska Turgovia revealed that 
there were more than 8,300 rural coop stores, and over 4,600 
public canteens rural areas. This would mean that there were 
approximately 12,900 coop stores and public canteens operating 
the rural areas alone. difficult reconcile the first 
these figures with the second. Possibly, 4,000 the coop stores 
listed are merely warehouse distribution points. 


example, distributes all clothing, textiles and shoes the 
country. purchases goods from the State factories and 
also distributes imported materials retail stores. This 
organization has direct dealings only with State enterprises 
county seats and towns. Goods destined for retail 
sale villages are purchased from the organization the 
Central Cooperative Union, which turn distributes them 
through its regional units. addition distributing 
finished goods, Obleklo Obuvki sells materials needed 
the manufacture shoes and clothing, such thread, 
lining material, buttons, nails, leather for shoe uppers, sole 
leather, shoe laces, etc. Some these materials are dis- 
tributed the tailoring and shoemaking coops, which then 
return finished products the wholesale organization for 
distribution. Wholesale organs have the past dealt with 
private individuals only when they had surplus certain 
products. The New Course program, however, promises 
some modification this procedure. 

The process distribution from factory source through 
wholesale organs retail stores complex and tightly 
controlled. The Ministry Industry, which the whole- 
sale enterprises are directly subordinate through the Mu- 
nicipal Economic Department, requires enterprises sub- 
mit periodical demand chart. This must prepared 
the beginning the year and must cover period 
least three months, although usually the entire yearly de- 
mand calculated the first the year. order 
establish its requirements for the coming year, each regional 
wholesale organization ascertains estimated future needs 
from its own branch buyers and from the buyers the 
State-owned retail stores supplies. Independent trades- 
men and artisans are also questioned. The demand chart 
then drawn showing the needs whole, divided 
into two sections, one for the Socialized and one for the 
private sector. This chart then forwarded the Cen- 
tral Directorate the wholesale enterprise Sofia, which 
compiles all such demand charts and turn submits them 
the Ministry Industry. 

The Ministry Industry issues order designating the 
source from which the requested item can obtained, 
unable supply particular item, allots some sub- 
stitute article. The Ministry does not communicate directly 
with regional offices the wholesale enterprises, but chan- 
nels all replies through the enterprise’s Central Directorate. 
order coming from the Ministry specifies where the re- 
gional organization can purchase its needs and what 
quantity. also stipulates what quantities have set 
aside for distribution the villages and what quantity 
may sold towns. The Ministry Industry states, for 
example, that the Sofia branch Obleklo Obuvki can 
have certain quantity woollen cloth from factory 
Gabrovo. copy this order sent the factory which 
then writes the regional office this enterprise stating 
when delivery will made. 

The wholesale enterprises sign contracts with both their 
suppliers and their customers. The contracts stipulate the 
quantities bought sold, delivery dates, etc. the 
factory does not comply with the agreement, the 
wholesale enterprise does not pay time refuses 
take delivery the merchandise, the offending party must 


te 


Title: Some salesmen not return small change customers. 
change for customers. 


pay fine. When supplier fails make delivery within 
the scheduled time period, the wholesale enterprise en- 
titled penalty payment 0.5 percent the value 
the undelivered goods. the delivery delayed for more 
than three months, this penalty raised 1.0 percent. 
When the two enterprises cannot come agreement 
the quality particular article, the Ministry asked 
the two signatories may court. 


Internal Trade 


Yearly 


Index Increase 

162.0 


The above table traces the increase retail trade 
turnover Bulgaria since the beginning the first Five 
Year Plan 1949. Figures are based 1948 prices. 
should added that although the overall Plan was re- 
portedly overfulfilled before the end 1952, retail trade 
turnover was still below the envisaged goal the end 
1953. The Plan for 1954 (Kulturna Turgovia, April, 1954) 
calls for 5.9 percent increase retail goods turnover (at 


Rabotnichesko Delo, December 29, 1948; March 
1954; September 1954. 


1949 and 1950 Plan reports (Rabotnichesko Delo, Feb. 
1950; Jan. 30, 1951), gave the percent increase total 


retail trade turnover 14.0 and 16.3 percent respectively. 

Second Five-Year Plan called for increase retail 
turnover the end the five-year period not less than 
percent comparison with 1952.” 


High living with ill-gained pennies. 
Sturshel (Sofia), September 17, 1954 


current prices) over the 1953 level. almost impossible 
gauge what this would mean terms 1948 prices. 
The largest 1954 increase envisaged, 18.5 percent, that 
for the Toplivo stores (coal and fuel supplies). Increases 
6.2 and 7.2 percent respectively are planned for the trade 
turnover NARCOOP and SELCOOP. 


Deficiencies 


The regime far from satisfied with the activities the 
internal trade network. his September 1953 speech, 
Premier Vulko Chervenkov cited some the more serious 
shortcomings the internal trade sector: 


“ 


are bound say that many serious short- 
comings still exist the retail trade apparatus. does 
not supply the working people everywhere with the nec- 
essary goods. The trade organizations permit shortages 
children’s summer shoes, sandals and canvas shoes, chil- 
dren’s suits, biscuits, vegetable oil, “pasta” products and 
other goods necessary the population spite 
the fact that the wholesale trade organizations 
goods hand. have seen from time time that 
there lack vegetables Sofia and the other in- 
dustrial centers, that there not enough fruit, when 
Bulgaria literally drowning vegetables 
Obviously, this because our purchasing 
organizations work badly—not all the links these organi- 
zations have grasped the idea that they are called upon 
serve the population, satisfy its needs, relieve the 
life the working people, not make more difficult. 
The trade network has not yet entirely reconstructed itself 
and redistributed its shops after the abolition rationing, 
with view satisfying the growing needs the work- 
ing people the best and quickest way. consider 
neither the volume goods turnover nor the work the 
trade organizations satisfactory.” 


Chervenkov went say that the near future the 
regime wants able stock every shop the coun- 


try, both the towns and the villages, with adequate 
supply consumer and manufactured goods, that con- 
sumers will lose time obtaining what they want. The 
Premier stated that the trade organizations “should study 
the needs and tastes the consumer, correctly distribute 
the goods among the population, see their quality and 
influence their production.” 

Several months later the reports indicated that the situa- 
tion had little improved. For example, the 1953 Plan re- 
port (Radio Sofia, February 1954) stated that trade 
organizations did not carry out sufficient struggle 
satisfy the ever-growing needs the population with 
goods high quality and greater February 
20, 1954 Otechestven Front article reported that the retail 
trade turnover plan for 1953 was fulfilled only 
the regional cooperative unions, and unfulfilled 73. The 
article revealed that very often the regional unions receive 
goods that they never ordered, such winter goods during 
the spring, and summer goods during the fall. cited 
example the receipt rubbers May and April and 
summer shoes October and November. his speech 
before the Sixth Congress the Bulgarian (Rabot- 
nichesko Delo, February 26, 1954), Premier Chervenkov 
further elaborated the situation: 


“In many places the trade organizations are inade- 
quately and unequally distributed. There lack 
grocery stores the industrial centers and the suburbs. 
The condition restaurants also poor. Warehouses 
not have sufficient supplies, and fail preserve and 
handle the goods properly.” 


speech before the National Conference Internal 
Trade March 20, 1954 (Sotsialistichesko Turgovia 
March 1954), Minister Internal Trade Pelo 
Pelovski told his audience that the internal trade plan for 
city commerce had been fulfilled only 97.1 perecent. 
Particularly poor was the showing the Tur- 
govia (Specialized Stores) and the NARMAG stores, which 
had fulfilled the plan only 77.1 and 89.6 percent respec- 
tively. Although the Gradska (municipal 
were reported have fulfilled their plan 92.8 percent, 
the Minister indicated that all the enterprises the 
Gradska Turgovia, only seven fulfilled the annual plan, 
while the plan was fulfilled only percent the 
Omortage branch, percent the Razgrad branch, and 
percent the Novi Pazar branch.” The Minister also 
pointed the shortcomings the wholesale trade enter- 
prises. Obleklo Obuvki was reported have fulfilled its 
plan only 76.4 percent, 83.3 percent, 
and Bakalski Stoki 98.7 percent. interesting note 
that the poorest showing was made the enterprise deal- 
ing with the distribution clothing and shoes. 

During March the situation still showed improvement. 
March 30, 1954 Radio Sofia broadcast declared that “the 
state commercial enterprises should see that the shops 
are supplied with adequate supply and greater assort- 
ment consumer goods,” order satisfy the greater 
demand envisaged after recent price reduction. The 
broadcast disclosed that “some trade organizations still lag 
behind.” example, cited the situation Stanke 


Dimitrovo, where many goods such women’s and chil- 
dren’s shoes, students’ suits, ladies’ overcoats and wool 
dresses, were unobtainable the shops although available 
the warehouses. said “it high time away with 
that kind trade.” Further, the broadcast admitted that 
the trade network the industrial centers was still insuf- 
ficient meet the needs the population. addition, 
the village consumer coops, said, “have not yet adopted 
the new ways Socialist trade and still not provide all 
goods needed the consumer.” The collecting centers, 
which purchase agricultural products from the farmers, 
were called “improve their work and see that 
the industrial centers are better supplied with fruits and 
other agricultural products.” 


Regime Remedies 


May, 1954, decree was issued for the improvement 
internal trade. the preamble this decree 
nichesko Delo, May 12, 1954), the regime held the Minis- 
try Internal Trade and the Central Cooperative Union 
responsible for continuing permit the sale poor quality 
products. claimed that “these organizations fail force 
the producers turn out only high-quality goods, 
wide assortment, which are urgently needed the popu- 
lation.” also scored these organizations for “not taking 
enough care locating the trade enterprises and shops 
close the consumer—particularly the large mining 
localities and the various construction sites and indus- 
trial centers.” disclosed that the service many the 
public canteens was “not high enough level and 
some places was extremely unsatisfactory.” Among the 
other topics discussed were the shortage public canteens, 
the inadequate warehouse facilities, the spoilage goods 
storage, the poor quality bakery products the 
market, and the inadequacy the present bookkeeping 
and accounting systems means for control. 

Among the more important provisions the decree 
were the following: 

The Ministry Light and Food Industry, the Ministry 
Supply, the Ministry Communal Economy and Con- 
struction, and the Central Cooperative Union were in- 
structed reorganize their production “to increase the 
supply goods badly needed the population, and 
discontinue the production goods which are not needed; 
well improve the quality goods.” 

The various trade organs and People’s Councils were 
ordered “organize systematic and careful research into 
the folk characteristics, tastes, and purchasing power 
the population the various regions.” 

The Ministry Internal Trade and the Central Co- 
operative Union were ordered secure proper and 
timely distribution goods, see that food products were 
properly packaged, see that poor quality sub-standard 
merchandise was not put the market, take strict meas- 
ures observe the basic principles hygiene the shops, 
bakeries, canteens and restaurants. 

The Ministries and agencies were ordered take meas- 
ures improve the quality and variety food public 
canteens, and decrease prices. Particular attention was 
paid conditions those canteens located build- 
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projects, timber regions, and industrial centers*. 
improve conditions, the Central Cooperative 
was ordered divide its administrative organiza- 
ion two parts, one for trade and one for canteens. 
his connection, interesting note that the 
egional cooperative organizations, only eight fulfilled their 
953 plan for both goods turnover and for their public 
anteen sales (Sotsialisticheska Turgovia, March 1954). 

The decree also called for improving the supply and 
uality bread for the urban population. envisaged 
ine creation unified State enterprise for the produc- 
bread the cities. This not the first time this 
roblem has come up. February 19, 1954 Radio Sofia 
broadcast scolded the manager the Sofia bakery enter- 
prises. said that “lately, the question has rightly arisen 
why there not enough bread, and why the assort- 
the bakeries insufficient.” 

The Ministry Internal Trade and the executive com- 
the Peoples’ Councils were ordered take meas- 
ures expand trade the free markets. (This topic will 
discussed subsequent section, see page 26.) 

The Ministry Internal Trade was ordered estab- 
lish, during the second Five Year Plan period, department 
with restaurants and coffee shops Dimitrovgrad, 
Madan, and Dimitrovo. The regional cooperative unions 
were ordered open 200 model shops and restaurants 
the central towns for retail trade. More specialty shops 
were called for, 230 which were envisaged for 1954-55, 
including delicatessens, clothing stores, shoe stores, 
textile shops, knit-wear shops, stores for house- 
wares, and for electrical appliances. Food stores and 
canteens were increased. 


Merchandising 


Under the New Course program, incentive pro- 
duction, consumer goods prices have been reduced and the 
prices paid farmers for number agricultural prod- 
ucts increased. This places greater purchasing power 
the hands the workers and peasants, which turn creates 
pressure for increased production consumer goods. 

Although the regime anticipates substantial increase 
the production consumer goods, aware that the sup- 
ply some types merchandise will not sufficient 
satisfy the demands the people. has, therefore, re- 
verted the use capitalist advertising and merchandis- 
ing methods order sell those less-wanted goods that 
are plentiful supply, and relieve the pressure de- 
mand for the goods that are most wanted. 

article Mladesh (Sofia), May, 1954, gave some 
information this new program. stated that under 
Socialism the income the workers rapidly and con- 
stantly increasing and that therefore there can never again 
such disparity between production 
power leave consumers with little choice the goods 
they are able buy. Henceforth, the article continued, 


November 1954 Radio Sofia broadcast reported that 
“although five months had elapsed since the publication [this] 
decree, conditions the public canteens the provinces 
Burgas, Kolarovgrad, and other provinces and counties, 
well the mining regions, have not improved.” 


Title: Deep Roots. 


Trunk labelled “Director,” roots branching out support desks 
marked “brother,” “sister,” 


Sturshel (Sofia), July 16, 1954 


customers are “oriented” “well-arranged window 
displays, more efficient organization inside displays 
merchandise, proper indication the quality goods, and 
the use advertising.” The article also stated that 
the job the trade organs improve the tastes cus- 
tomers and introduce better qualities merchandise. 

The article was careful distinguish between Socialist 
and capitalist merchandising. stated that “under the 
present system contemporary capitalism, great part 
the price goods represents such non-productive expenses 
overhead and advertising.” the United States, said, 
these expenses amounted approximately percent 
the purchase price, while the USSR they came only 
10.36 percent. What the article failed mention, how- 
ever, that the operating expenses stores Communist 
countries come out separate budget, borne the 
State apparatus. Similarly, all taxes and most profits are 
levied the factory rather than the retail level. 

addition the difficulties highly centralized and 
controlled merchandising system satisfying the needs 
and wants variety customers, there are the prob- 
lems caused unrealistic central planning. Since store 
managers and personnel are rewarded they fulfill the 
plan, the tendency strong ignore the detailed, fre- 
quently inapplicable, directives the Plan and strive only 
for superficial Plan fulfillment the expense satisfac- 
tory performance. complaint the leading regime 
economist Kamen Kamenov Narodna Cooperatzia, Feb- 
ruary, 1954, raises both these points: 


“The boards most cooperative retail stores are in- 
terested the financial plan only get money from the 
bank for their operations. After the money obtained 
one pays any further attention the financial plan. 
very rare that the financial plan used the 
members the board guide for the financial opera- 
tions the cooperative. many cases the financial 
plans are unrealistic. This the fault those who pre- 
pare the plans the regional cooperative Union. For 
example, the regional cooperative Razgrad fixed 
profit 1,318 for the processing dairy products, 
but realized only leva. neglecting the financial plan, 
many cooperative stores are unable show their profits 
even show whether not the stores are covering 
their expenses.” 


The trade network also suffers from widespread em- 
bezzlement funds from the stores. typical comment 
appeared the December 1953 Narodna Cooperatzia: 
“The extent stealing from the cooperative stores has 
caused serious and easily understandable alarm the Cen- 
tral Office the Cooperative Union and its president.” 

Another difficulty that, although prices are centrally 
established, some stores try get greater profits raising 
prices. The provincial Communist publication Kolarov- 
gradska Borba complained that: 

“There are many village retail cooperative stores selling 
goods higher than established prices. For example, 
the village Mirovitz, Turgovishte County, metal axes 
are sold for leva, instead the established price 
Omortag County, printed calico sold for 19.6 leva per 
meter instead the fixed price 17.9 leva.” 


The article went scold the cooperative restaurants 
for poor preparation food, the administrative trade or- 
ganization for poor liaison with the individual store man- 
agement, and store managements for the lackadaisical man- 
ner maintaining regular business hours. 


The Free Market 


Under the New Course program, the free market has 
gained importance. performs two functions, supply- 
ing the cities with agricultural products and encouraging 
independent farmers and kolkhozes increase production 
providing ready market for produce excess the 
compulsory and contract deliveries. Rabotnichesko Delo, 
February 22, 1954, discussed the increasing importance 
the free market: 


“The free market has important role the further 
satisfaction the city workers’ needs for consumer goods. 
The sales the free market have increased during 1953 
three and half times over 1952, and the number kolk- 
hozes participating this trade constantly growing. 
The Ministry Internal Trade, however, has not taken 
all measures necessary for the expansion free markets 
throughout the country. The Ministry has not exercised 
sufficient control such cities Gabrovo and Dimitrovo, 
where the People’s Councils have failed supply the free 
markets with necessary equipment, and did not build 
needed warehouses. This hinders the turnover goods 
the free markets, handicaps the kolkhozes limiting 
their ability store and keep hand adequate quanti- 


ties fresh and dried fruits, vegetables and other con- 
sumer goods.” 


article the August 1954 Narodna Cooperatzia 
(Sofia) indicated that during the first half 1954, sales 
the free market had increased 51.1 percent over the 
corresponding period 1953. Among the outstanding in- 
creases were (percent increase parenthesis): rice 
(94.4) beans (163.0) potatoes (81.4) white flour (57.2) 
sunflower oil (8.8). The sales eggs, cheese, lard and other 
agricultural products were also reported have 
substantially. The article indicated that the 
the free market city retail trade had risen from 
percent 1952 5.36 percent 1953. 


Patterns and Conclusions 


analysis regime figures and pronouncements in- 
dicates that, though consumer goods production the 
country appears have increased substantially since the 
Communists took over, this rise output more than 
offset the extremely poor quality the goods produced, 
the lack variety, and the drain imposed upon the Bul- 
garian economy Soviet-directed trade pattern. Further- 
more, has been conclusively shown, the regime’s indices 
are untrustworthy, particularly with reference absolute 
levels production. important, for instance, take 
into account the wholesale padding figures that resulted 
from the incorporation within regime production claims 
output cottage industries. pre-Communist days, peas- 
ants produced many their consumer goods, such cloth- 
ing and shoes, home, and such production was not in- 
cluded official computations. clamping down rigid 
economic controls, the Communists therefore “acquired” 
substantial amount production. 

The latest refugee reports indicate that the situation with 
respect consumer goods has slightly improved lately. But, 
admitted the regime, shortages are still acute and 
many instances the people lack the most rudimentary neces- 
sities life. long the lion’s share investments, 
efforts and manpower flows into heavy industry and col- 
lectivized agricultural sector, fundamental improvements are 
unlikely take place. far, regime incentives have not 
been sufficient alter appreciably the people’s standard 
living. 

The almost completely “Socialized” wholesale and retail 
trade networks have also been marked inefficient and 
inadequate performance. Scarcities the stores items 
stocked warehouses, careless and incompetent store man- 
agement, insufficient and poorly located retail outlets— 
these have further decreased the consumption consumer 
goods. far available figures indicate, the turnover 
consumer goods has consistently fallen below planned goals. 

Under the New Course, the regime has announced 
large-scale expansion.and improvement the trade net- 
works. addition, the State and cooperative trade organs 
are expected function pressure producers make 
more and better consumer goods. the new emphasis 
higher living standards, merchandising and ad- 
vertising methods are being used. 
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Satellite 
Demography 


This, the first two parts, examines the dem- 
ography Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria, with 
special reference the changes brought about 
the Communist regimes. subsequent article will 


deal with Poland and Czechoslovakia. 


UNGARY, Romania and Bulgaria, differing de- 
grees, are stage demographic develop- 

ment through which Western Europe passed the 
years the industrial revolution. concomitant 
that revolution—both cause and effect—was the vital 
revolution population structure. The preconditions 
this vital revolution are high rates for both births and 
deaths, rates which roughly balance each other produce 
stable population held check rigid food supply. 
This the condition the preindustrial peasant society. 
With the first beginnings industrialization, its medical 
improvements, its expansion the food supply, the death 
rate drops sharply. matter some years the birth 
rate also drops, for reasons which are not clear but which 
probably involve the pressures urban existence 
industrialized society. Between the time the decline 
the death rate, and that the fall the birth rate, 
there great upsurge the population. This increase, 
both product industrialization and factor making for 
pressure toward greater industrialization support the in- 
creased population, the vital revolution. 

All three the countries here considered have already 
passed the stage greatest population increase, Hungary 
first, Bulgaria most recently. all three them the birth 
and death rates are far lower than they were thirty years ago, 
and are still decreasing (ignoring temporary postwar in- 
creases). each them the population increasing, but 
rates far lower than any representative period the last 
forty years. Finally, the percentage urbanized popula- 
tion higher than ever before, and increasing. 

There are, however, notable variations the structure 
and dynamics the populations these three countries. 
Some these variations are the result the differences 
the time which the industrial revolution reached the 
countries. Others are the product present local condi- 
tions, differing policies (more accurately, differing in- 
tensities the same policy) the Communist regimes. 
Unfortunately, recent statistics are means completely 
available reliable that comparison among the three 
with other areas, not always possible. 


Hungary 


The following table gives the total population Hun- 
gary over the past three and half decades. 


Table Total Population! 
(in thousands) 


1930 1935 1940 1945 19492 19543 
8,649 8,980 9,280 9,025 9,205 9,574 


The decrease population 1940-45 is, course, due 
losses from various sources during and immediately after 
the war. Hungarian war losses, military 
amounted about 180,000, according Magyar Statisz- 
Szemle (Budapest), 1946, The same source gives 
the number Jews killed during the period 220,000. 
This figure, however, refers only professing Jews. In- 
cluding Christians Jewish origin, the number was ap- 
proximately 400,000.* addition, 80,000 Germans fled 
the West before the advancing Russian Army. 1945- 
46, 135,000 Germans were expelled under the Potsdam 
agreement. 1946-47 92,000 Hungarians were sent 
Hungary from Czechoslovakia, exchange for 60,000 Slo- 
vaks. 

The following table gives the rates increase the 
Hungarian population for the five year periods covered 


Table 


Table Rates Population Increase 
(five year periods) 


1930-35 1935-40 1949-54 


3.8% 


1925-30 


1920-25 


These rates increase follow the expected pattern. 
Hungary the downward slope her vital revolution. 
The rise the rate population increase the postwar 
period phenomenon common most Europe. The 
Hungarian postwar increase rate, however, means 
high. For comparison, here are some other European in- 
crease rates (1948-1953): France, 4.0 percent; Sweden, 
4.2 percent; Italy, 4.4 percent; (USA, 8.0 percent). the 
period 1925-30, Hungary’s increase rate was well above 
those France and Sweden and the same distance behind 
that Italy. 


The following tables give the birth and death rates for 
Hungary over the last three and half decades. (Unless 
otherwise indicated, figures are from Demographic 
Yearbook 1953.) 


Figures for 1920-1945 from United Nations Demographic 
Yearbook 1953, New York. Estimates based most recent census 
figures, adjusted for the middle the year (except for 1945, 
which for Dec. 31). 


Estimate Jan. based Radio Budapest announce- 
ment Feb. 1953. 


See The Jews the Soviet Satellites, Weinryb, 
Duschinsky and Sylvain; Syracuse University Press, 1953. 
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Table Hungarian Crude Birth Rates 
(number live births per 1000 population) 


1920-24 1925-29 1930-34 


30.2 26.6 23.2 20.1 20.0 


1935-39 1940 1941 
19.0 20.0 


20.0 


1947 1948 
20.6 19.1 


1945 1946 
18.4 18.7 18.7 


1942 1943 


Table IV. Hungarian Crude Death Rates 
number deaths per 1000 persons, stillbirths excluded 


1920-24 1925-29 1930-34 1935-39 1940 1941 1942 1943 1945 1946 1947 1948 
20.9 15.8 14.3 14.3 13.2 14.6 13.5 23.4 15.0 12.9 13.2 
Statisztikai 1950. No. 376. loc. cit. 


1920-24, the Hungarian birth rate was among the 
highest Europe (excluding the USSR for which 
figures are available), although 
the Balkan countries, Poland and Portugal. This pre- 
cisely what would expected from the degree Hun- 
garian industrialization, halfway between the highly indus- 
trialized Western European nations and the countries hav- 
ing largely peasant economy. The subsequent decrease 
the Hungarian birth rate, under the pressure industrial- 
ization and urbanization, also followed familiar pattern. 

The 1920-24 death rate was the sixth highest Europe, 
after Romania, Portugal, Bulgaria, Spain probably 
Greece. 1935-39 the Hungarian rate had fallen below 
those Yugoslavia, France and Northern Ireland. The 
1946-49 figure has climbed slightly relative the rest 
Europe, being higher than those Spain and Northern 
Ireland, the same that France, and only 0.1 below 
that Yugoslavia. 

Although there are available birth and death rate fig- 
ures later than the 1946-49 averages, the official figure for the 
period 1949-53 the average natural increase, i.e., the 
excess birth over death rates, There way 
knowing whether the slight this natural increase 
rate from the 1946-49 period the result higher birth 
rates lower death rates, although the latter perhaps 
more probable. 

The Communist regime encouraging the maintenance 
Hungary’s moderately high birth rate offering family 
payments. These, according the law February 1953, 
range from forints month for two children 350 
forints month for five children. Presumably, any children 
after the fifth are their own reward. This law superseded 
that the 1951 Labor Code, which had similar provisions, 
and provided for considerable increase payments. The 
1949 census showed average family size 3.3; each 
worker had 1.4 dependents. 

The general pattern the dynamics the Hungarian 
population much would expect. The falling birth 
and death rates, the falling rate population increase, are 
indications population that has passed the peak its 


Radio Budapest, Feb. 1953. According Statisztikai 
Tajekoztato (Budapest), vol. 36, this figure was 8.3 1952. 


vital revolution. The phenomenon higher birth rate and 
consequent increased rate population growth after the 
war most Europe, and probably tem- 
porary reversal the long-range trend. There are, how- 
ever, certain factors work Hungary differing from the 
conditions West European industrialization, which may 
tend keep the birth rate and rate population increase 
higher than would expected. 


Urbanization and Industrialization 


The following table presents breakdown the total 
population urban-rural habitation. 


Table Urban-Rural Distribution 


1941 1949 1953 

5,763,758 61.9 63.7 5,628,000 58.8 
Urban 3,552,316 38.1 3,340,776 41.2 


The temporary decrease urban population, both ab- 
solutely and relatively, was the result the dislocations 
the war, which severely disrupted Hungarian industry and 
decreased the population the leading cities. Table 
gives the population the six largest cities. 

The increase urban population 1941-1953 was ap- 
proximately 393,700. From the 1941 rate natural in- 
crease, can computed that this urban increase 
approximately 150,000 was the result immigration from 
rural areas. apparent from the population figures for 
the six largest cities (Table VI) that these the three 
smallest Pecs, Gyor) absorbed considerable 
part the immigration. The three largest cities either 
failed recoup their war-period losses, like Budapest, 
advanced slightly over 1941 through natural increase alone. 

The remaining portion the immigration from rural 
areas, approximately 100,000 persons, was apparently ab- 
sorbed the medium-sized urban communities. Inspection 
Table VII indicates that the number these communities, 
from one ten thousand population, has risen. The 
number small towns thousand population has 
dropped. conclude, therefore, that the urban increase, 


1949 Evi Nepszamlalas, 1952, 12. 
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consequently the larger part recent urban industrial- 
ization, has taken place the smaller the big cities and 
the medium-sized towns. 

There has also been number new urban communities 
created the Communist regime, doubtless centers 
industry. Those known are: Sztalinvaros, 30,000 pop- 
ulation (Magyar Nemzet, October 1954) Komlo, 18,000 

Magyar Nemzet, May 1953); Varpalota, 15,000 (esti- 
Kazincbarcika, 12,000 (Magyar Nemzet, May 

The density Hungarian population rose 103 per 
sguare kilometer 1954. was 1949, 93.4 
1930. This the highest density the Satellite-area coun- 
tries. 
relatively slight increase urban population, how- 
ever, gives far from complete picture the degree 
Hungarian industrialization under the Communists. The 
lowing table presents breakdown the population 
the number persons dependent various occupations. 

While the 1953 percentage those dependent agri- 
culture was 45.0 percent, the 1953 rural population (see 
Table was 58.8 percent. This difference traceable 
industrial workers and dependents who reside 
1941 there were approximately 1,228,000 non- 
agricultural rural residents. 1953 this figure had in- 
creased about 100,000. 

factor decentralized industry, drawing workers 
who live rural areas, particular feature Hungarian 
industrialization. prewar years Hungarian industry was 
characterized relatively large number small factories, 
sizable percentage which were outside the major urban 
concentrations and drew workers living rural areas. 
The Communists have done great deal concentrate 
small plants into large factories and industrial combines 

1938 approximately percent workers were em- 
ployed plants less than 100 workers, 1953 this 
figure had dropped less than percent; 1938 approxi- 


Table VI. Leading Cities 


1941 Census! 1949 1953 
Budapest ........ 1,164,963 
Table Vil. Communities Size 
population 19415 1950° 
151 156 
above 50,000 ............. 

included these figures are plus cities, which 
cities various sizes. are not included 


the above listing. 


Statisztikai Szemle 1949, No. 71. 

This figure for Budapest includes suburbs; figures for 1941 
and 1949 not. far can told from the non-comparable 
figures, Budapest’s increase 1949-1953 was only that provided 
natural increase; there was practically influx. Figure taken 
from Mayor Kalman Pongracz’s speech, Nepszava, Nov. 18, 1954. 

Estimates based newspaper reports. 1953 population fig- 
ure for Debrecen includes some suburban areas. 


Hirek Magyar Nepidemokraciabol (Budapest), Nov. 18, 
1954. 


Magyar Statisztikai Zsebkonyv 1949 (Budapest), 41. 

Statisztikai Szemle, May 1951, 451. According these 
1950 figures, there has been decrease the number 
communities over 10,000 population. This extremely unlikely, 
and probably the result error the official figures. 


Table VIII. Persons Dependent Various Occupatiors 
(in thousands) 


1930 


Public Administration 435 5.0 
361 


Magyar Statisztikai Zsebkonyv, 1948, 54. Figures include 
population, numbering few thousand, the three communities 
annexed Czechoslovakia 1946. 


1949 Evi Nepszamlalas, vol. and 1949 Evi Nep- 
szamlalas, 1952, 42. 


166 1.8 2.1 
517 5.6 
375 4.0 
473 
174 1.9 
386 


Estimate Economic Planning Hungary 1947-49, George 
Kemeny, London, 1953, and Evi Nepszamlalas, 70. 

1949 Evi 1952, 44, and estimate. 

Note and Szabad Nep, May 25, 1954. 

Estimated from annual Plan reports. 
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mately percent workers were employed plants 
more than 500 workers, 1953 this figure had risen 
percent). industrial concentrations, however, 
have continued considerable degree employ workers 
living rural 

The relative decentralization Hungarian industry has 
both its advantages and disadvantages. While the one 
hand doubtless simplifies the problems those respon- 
sible for production, since factories can located 
near the raw material source, makes the problem dis- 
tribution more difficult. addition, the existence 
large number industrial workers rural areas serves 
some degree moderate the decline the birth rate 
accompanying industrialization, which may may not 
advantageous. 

The table below gives breakdown the economi- 
cally active population occupation. 

The major element these changes, course, the 
extremely rapid increase the number industrial work- 
ers (category the table), increase 68.3 percent 
from 1938 1954. the three years 1951-1954 this cate- 
gory rose 26.8 percent. 1954 the percentage in- 
dustrial workers (and this category excludes clerical work- 
ers industry and supervisory personnel) relationship 


the total number all workers was 30.3 percent. Within. 


the category workers there were certain 
subsectors that rose even more rapidly. The number 
construction industry workers, for example, climbed 123.0 
percent from 1949 1954. 

The greatest part this increase industrial workers 
took place heavy industry. 1938 the percentage 
industrial workers heavy industry was percent, 
light industry percent. 1954 the figures had changed 


percent heavy industry, percent light industry. 

Even this great increase industrial workers fell short 
the ambitious regime plans. The Five Year Plan called 
for increase industrial workers from 1950 1954 
640,000. The actual increase was approximately 
All possible sources manpower were tapped. The num- 
ber women factories rose from percent factory 
workers 1938 percent 1953. Industry absorbed 
almost all the 200,000 (in 1949) employees private 
craftsmen decree 1949 made illegal for 
craftsmen employ others except special cases; see 
Table IX, category 

consequence this intensive industrialization (and 
even more ambitious plan) was severe manpower short- 
age, despite the utilization the elements mentioned above. 
early the Five Year Plan 1951 the regime organ- 
ized recruiting drives obtain workers for the most im- 
portant industrial sectors such coal mining, construction, 
and the metallurgical and machine industries. Officials 
various enterprises and factories canvassed the country com- 
peting for workers. 

This competition for workers, together with low wages 
and long hours, resulted extremely high rate labor 
turnover. 1951, according Tarsadalmi Szemle (Buda- 
pest), August-September 1954, the number job changes 
among factory workers amounted percent the num- 
ber workers. 1952 this figure fell slightly per- 
cent, but the construction industry that year was 143 
percent. 

Accompanying this industrialization was decrease 
the number agricultural workers. Table VIII indicates 
that the number persons (workers and families) depend- 
ent agriculture dropped almost 200,000 the years 


Table IX. Economically Active Population Occupation 


Total economically active, all occupations: 
1949 3,910 (In “Socialist” sector, 
Szabad Nep, May 25, 1954 


1,710 


2,946 


Number workers and employees, excluding agriculture 


2,295 


Based annual Plan reports 


Number workers living wages, excluding agriculture 
and clerical 
1949 
1954 1,660 
Nep, May 25, 1954) 
Number industrial workers (manufacturing, construc- 
tion, mining 


1930 Zsebkonyv, 1930, Buda- 
pest 

pest 

(Computed from 1949 Evi Nep- 


szamlalas, 1952) 


thousands; all figures January 1). 


(Computed from above data and an- 
nual Plan reports) 

(Computed from above data and an- 
nual Plan reports) 

1954 1,331 Computed from above data and an- 


nual Plan 


Number independent craftsmen and their employees 
1938 Zsebkonyv, 1938) 
Sept., 1954, and Szabad Nep, May 
25, 1954) 

Sept., 1954, and Szabad Nep, May 
25, 1954) 

(Tarsadalmi Szemle Aug.- 
Sept., 1954, and Szabad Nep, May 
25, 1954) 

(Tarsadalmi Szemle 
Sept., 1954, and Szabad Nep, May 
25, 1954) 

(Estimated from above) 


(Szabad Nep, November 1954) 


1951 


1953 


1954 
Nov. 1954 100 


Number independent craftsmen’s employees 
1949 Szemle, Aug.-Sept., 1954) 


u 
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1953, decline from 51.8 percent the total pop- 
ulation 45.0 percent. 1949 the proportion agricul- 
tural workers all workers was, far can computed 
from available figures, around percent. 1954 this 
proportion had dropped around percent. all, from 
1949 1953, 360,000 farm workers left agriculture for in- 
dustry (Tarsadalmi Szemle, August-September, 1954). 


Not only did the number workers agriculture fall 
sharply, seriously affecting agricultural production, but the 
nature the population shift worked against regime plans 
balance the decrease agricultural workers raising 
efficiency, especially through kolkhozes. The 
tendency was for the younger members agricul- 
tural families become industrial workers, either migrat- 
ing urban areas remaining the country. “The large 
majority those leaving farm work was naturally drawn 
from the younger elements,” Szemle, August- 
1954, stated, explaining the failure the 
pre-New Course agricultural policy. was therefore largely 
the elderly peasants who remained farm who joined 
kolkhozes, adversely affecting the nation’s agricultural 
ciency. 


The general manpower shortage was aggravated the 
bloated bureaucratic apparatus needed control the highly 
centralized direction the industrial process. the be- 
ginning 1954, there were approximately 750,000 clerical 
employees out total 2,410,000 workers (see Table 
IX), almost one-third the non-agricultural working 


number New Course policies are dictated the 
necessities arising from this manpower situation. The ex- 
treme emphasis industrialization weakened agricul- 
ture that became necessary start campaign return 
workers from factories the land. figures are avail- 
able the number workers returned, but prob- 
able that now they number about one hundred thou- 
sand. The rationalization campaign industry, begun 
the middle 1954, designed reduce the high per- 
centage bureaucratic, non-productive workers 
tially ease the manpower shortage. increase school 
and university fees has been decreed reduce the num- 
ber persons trained for bureaucratic work and channel 
more youth into industry and agriculture (see NBIC, No- 
vember 1954, 51, for these two developments). help 
remedy the severe crippling the consumer goods and 
service industries caused the absorption many 
craftsmen into the industrial force, the regime has the 
past year issued over 10,000 licenses, previously unobtain- 
able, private craftsmen. Nevertheless (despite unem- 
ployment among those fired the process rationaliza- 
tion and yet unabsorbed), the manpower shortage still 
acute, both agriculture, the result previous indus- 
trialization, and industry, the result previous over- 
emphasis and present attempts supply agricultural needs. 


speech Mihaly Farkas, Szabad Nep, Sept. 21, 1954, 
revealed that the percentage non-productive factory workers, 
clerical and supervisory personnel, had risen from 33.8 percent 
1953 35.9 percent 1954. 


Ethnic Groups 


The following table gives breakdown the population 
ethnic groups. The census criterion was the native 
language; therefore probable that some these figures 
for non-Hungarian groups are slightly low, since there are 
foreign ethnic elements sufficiently assimilated have Hun- 
garian mother tongue. 


Table Ethnic Groups 
‘in thousands 


1941 1949 
Census! 
8,656 92.9 9,080 98.6 


Others, mostly 


Yugoslavs 1.0 0.6 


The shift almost complete national homogeneity 
the postwar period was largely the result the previously 
mentioned migration and deportation Germans. There 
were probably considerably more Germans Hungary 
1949 than the census figures show, some of- those re- 
maining claimed Hungarian escape deportation. 


Age 

postwar figures the age composition the popu- 
lation are available. The following table gives the break- 
down for prewar years (from 1949 Evi Nepszamlalas). 


Table XI. Age Composition Total Population 
percentages) 


1920 1930 1941 

30.6 27.5 26.0 


This percentage the population the economically 
active age brackets 15-64 fairly high (compare Ro- 
mania). is, course, economically advantageous have 
high percentage the population economically active 
age, and consequently smaller percentage economically 
dependent. the other hand, such condition usually 
the result low birth rate, which means turn low 
rate population increase. Since Hungary has, result 
recent intense industrialization, built-in manpower 
shortage, fairly rapid population increase would im- 
mediately preferable, despite the drawback 
larger dependent population. Balancing both these factors, 
the outlook for Hungary quite favorable, since, due 
the fact that industrialization has been accomplished with 
relatively low increase urbanization (which always de- 
presses the birth rate), the birth rate will probably main- 


Altalanos Statisztika, Budapest, 1953, 28. 

Magyar Statisztikai Zsebkonyu, Budapest, 1948, 50. Ac- 
cording Nov. 12, 1954 report from the official Hungarian 
news agency, the four major minority groups numbered 500,000, 
about five percent the population. This contradicts official fig- 
ures and probably too high. 
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tain level sufficient provide moderately rapid popu- 
lation increase without being high overload the 
dependent 


The Overall Hungarian Picture 


The great single factor the recent demographic devel- 
opment Hungary the change the occupational and 
social structure brought about the intense postwar in- 
dustrialization. The degree this industrialization was 
such that 1954 the percentage industrial workers 
(manufacturing, mining, construction, excluding clerical 
and administrative personnel) the total all workers 
(including agriculture) was 30.3 percent, only 1.7 percent 
less than the 1940 figure for the United States. 1949 
this percentage Hungary was only about percent. 

present, with all the dislocations necessarily associated 
with change this magnitude and rapidity still affecting 
the life the country, contrary although course much 
less violent shift under way. This counter-movement, the 
result recognition the regime that the previous 
changes were too rapid and too intense, its turn bring- 
ing about serious difficulties. One the central problems 
the Communist leaders Hungary that attaining 
some workable middle course between the two violent 
swings the pendulum, distributing the national man- 
power resources between agriculture and industry 
justing the economy proper proportion these two 
elements such way that both them not suffer 
dangerous shortages, now the case. 


Romania 


Industrialization, and the vital revolution, came Ro- 
mania considerably later than Hungary. While Hun- 
gary reached the peak its population increase toward 
the last years the nineteenth century, the peak increase 
Romania did not come until the second decade this 
century. can expected, then, that Romania will 
farther the downhill slope population increase, 
birth and death rates. That this is, will shown, only 
partially the case the result pressures from other social 
and political factors. 


Table XII. Total 
‘in 
1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1948 


12,407 13,299 14,212 15,145 15,901 15,873 


1953? 
16,500 


The Romanian losses, civilian and military, during the 
war period were which, indicated, were not 
quite balanced natural increase during the period. 

The following table gives the percentage increases for 
the five year periods above. 


Figures for years 1920-1948 from Demographic Year- 
book 1953, adjusted apply present territory Romania. 

Population and Vital Statistics Reports, Series vol. 
vi, no. New York, 1954. 

Rezultatele Provizorii ale Recensamantului, Probleme Economice 
Bucharest), No. 1948. 


Table XIII. Rates Population Increase 
(five year periods) 
1920-25 1925-30 1930-35 


7907 > 707 
1.2% 6.7% 


1935-40 
5.0% 


1948-53 


The surprising element these increase rates the con- 
tinued decline after the war. Almost without exception the 
other countries Europe underwent marked rise popu- 
lation increase rates the postwar period. That Romania, 
prewar years one the fastest-growing countries Eu- 
rope, should 1948-1953 have increase rate higher 
than those Hungary and France, and actually lower thaa 
that Sweden, must attributed the extremely pocr 
economic conditions the country under the Communist 
regime. indication the degree this decline pop- 
ulation increase rate afforded estimate, made 
the basis prewar rates, the future population structure 
Europe (in The Future Population Europe and the 
Soviet Union, Frank Notelstein and Others, Geneva: 
League Nations, 1944). this estimate, the increase 
for Romania 1940 1970 was the highest Europe, 
while population decline was forecast both for France 
and Sweden. 


Table gives Romanian birth rates for the last 
three and half decades (unless otherwise indicated, fig- 
ures from Demographic Yearbook 1953). 

The 1920-24 Romanian birth rate was the second high- 
est Europe, exceeded only that Bulgaria. The 1953 
rate still among the highest, but there now much 
smaller discrepancy between the Romanian rate and those 
most the rest Europe, Romanian rates decline 
with industrialization. 


Given this high birth rate, and the low rate popula- 
tion increase indicated Table XIII, would expect the 
death rate unusually high. Table gives the death 
rates (unless otherwise indicated, from the Demo- 
graphic Yearbook 1953). 

These last two figures, from official regime sources, are 
probably false. Using the latest official birth (1953) and 
death (1952) rates, find they give natural increase rate 
12.3 per thousand per year. This would mean an- 
nual population increase over 195,000 based the 1948 
population. Yet also know that the total increase for 
the years 1948-1953 was about 627,000, approximately 
125,000 per year, much smaller than would have been 
the case the official birth and death rates were correct. 
Inspection the birth rates indicates that the latest regime 
figures are quite reasonable. must presume, therefore. 
that the official death rates are propaganda material, much 
lower than reality. 


This borne out comparison the latest official 
death rates with those other countries. Before the war, 
Romania had the highest death rate Europe, con- 
siderable margin. 1935-39 that France was 15.6, that 
Sweden 11.7, that Albania, the second highest 
Europe, was 17.1 (the rate for the period was 11.0). 
The official 1952 Romanian figure, however, 0.6 
than that France, only 0.4 higher than that England, 
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1920-24 1925-29 1930-34 1935-39 1940 
37.6 35.4 30.2 26.5 


From article Luchian Probleme Economice, June 
which also gives birth rate figure 19.0 for 1944. 
Jan. 28, 1950 speech, Marza, Minister Agriculture, repeated 


24.0 
Population and Vital Statistics Reports, 
Vol. 1954. 
From the Marza speech. 


1925-29 


21.6 


1930-34 
20.3 


1935-39 1940 


206.9 


Figures for 1948-1953 from Luchian article Probleme 
Economice, June 1954. Quite possibly they exaggerate rate 


1925-29 


195.2 


1935-39 
180.6 


1940 1941 1942 1943 
188.3 166.0 178.1 183.9 


1930-34 
179.3 


only 2.1 higher than those Sweden and the United 
States. 

Using the known population increase 1948-1953, and 
the known (average 1947-53) birth rate, the approximate 
average death rate for this period 15.9, which, while 
considerably lower than prewar years, still the highest 
death rate Europe. 

Romanian infant mortality also extremely high. The 
above table gives the figures for the last three and half 
decades (unless otherwise indicated, from Demo- 
graphic Yearbook 1953). 

Here again Romania had the highest prewar infant 
mortality rate Europe, two and half times that 
France 1935-39, more than four times that Sweden. 
The postwar rates were the highest Europe until 1950, 
when they fell below those Yugoslavia. 

The picture the dynamics the Romanian popula- 
one birth rate which, although high, falling, 
unusually high death and infant mortality rates. These 
factors produce rate population increase much smaller 
than might expect from the experience the countries 
Western Europe that have passed through the stage 
industrial and vital revolutions now experienced 
Romania. 

The regime has taken certain steps encourage in- 
crease the birth rates (presumably even more inter- 
ested lowering the death rates, but given the poor state 
the Romanian economy, and consequent poor condition 
medical and health services and living standards, little 
can done the moment). Among measures aimed 
enlarging families are presentations the title “Heroine 
Mother the Order Maternal Glory” women who 
have outstanding records. information available 
the precise “quotas” necessary win this title; the 


Table XIV. Crude Birth Rates 
1941 


Table XV. Crude Death Rates 
194! 


20.0 19.1 


Table XVI. Infant Mortality Rates 
(Deaths infants under one year age per 1000 live births 


1944 


161.8 187.5 164.1 


1944 


1942 1945 1947 


21.4 


1943 


19.6 


this 
unlikely. 


and gave 1949 figure 27.0, both which seem 


1952 


1942 1943 
19.5 18.1 


1944 
19.6 


1945 


1949? 
20.0 


22.0 


From the Luchian article 


1954. 


Probleme Economice, June 


1945 1946 


1947 19481 1949 1951 
198.8 143.0 135.0 118.0 117.0 105.0 


1950 


1952 1953 


96.0 


decline, although more rapid than the decline many 
West European countries. 


ments and overfulfillments mentioned the press, how- 
ever, have amounted least seven children. The 1954 
State Budget provides for sum 80,000,000 dis- 
tributed assistance 165,000 beneficiaries with large 
families. This averages out amount slightly larger 
than worker’s monthly salary. addition, the number 
creches and maternity hospitals are being increased. 


Urban-Rural Distribution 


The following table gives the number and percentages 
the population living urban and areas. 


Table XVII. 


Urban-Rural Distribution 


Urban .... 21.0% 3,713,139 34.8 
Rural 79.0% 76.6 10,758,000 65.2 


This notable increase the urban population, both 
absolutely and proportion the whole. The great jump 
1948-1953 is, course, product the intensive Commu- 
nist industrialization the country. Probleme Economice 
February 1954 gives the following index the popula- 
tion growth all Romanian cities: 1938—100, 1949—120, 
1960 

the urban inhabitants 1948, 63.2 percent were 
concentrated the largest cities. The remainder were 
170 smaller communities. The following table gives the 
development the three largest cities, those now having 
population over 100,000. 


Anuarul Statistic Romaniel 1939 1940, 
adjusted apply the present area Romania. 

1948. 

Gheorghiu-Dej speech, Probleme Economice, No. 1953. 
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Table XVIII. Three Largest Cities! 


1930 1936 1946 1948 
Timisoara 91,866 111,987 


Note the extremely rapid increase the capital, in- 
crease more than percent from 1936 1948. Two 
important cities, the other hand, have had decreasing 
populations since the war. These are which dropped 
from 104,541 population 1936 94,000 1948, and 
Galati, which dropped from 102,349 The de- 
crease was due the annexation the USSR 
the province Bessarabia, for which Iasi had been com- 
mercial center. Galati lost its importance Danubian 
port because the decrease East-West Mediterranean 
trade. 

Between 1948 and 1953 there was increase the ur- 
ban population approximately two million. may 
calculated that this increase, the number resulting from 
immigration from rural areas, rather than new births, was 
about 1,870,000. This movement from rural areas has been 
absorbed the existing cities without the creation new 
urban centers occurred other countries the area. 
One the probable causes for the fact that new urban 
areas have been created the area new industrial 
developments the extreme shortage construction ma- 
terials. Since, indicated the 1948 census, the average 
household composed about four persons, the influx 
from rural areas needed increase over 470,000 new 
housing units, without regard the natural increase within 
the cities natural deterioration housing. The Five 
Year Plan 1950, however, called for only 60,000 new 
housing units, totalling 2,800,000 square meters. Three 
years later this target was reduced 16.7 percent, and 
only 50,000 new units were built the end 1955. 


Age 


The following table gives breakdown the popula- 
tion age, urban and rural distribution, percentages. 


Table XIX. Breakdown Age? 


Total Urban Rural 
... 295 25.9 21.0 313 
15-60 ... 594 62.9 
over 7.1 8.2 6.9 8.1 8.2 


The table indicates marked increase the percentage 
population the economically active age bracket 15-60. 
expected, this shift was even more pronounced 
the urban areas, since their birth rate lower than the 
rural. Hungary, this age distribution factor help- 
ful for industrialization. degree, however, tem- 
porary result the war years with their lower birth rates 
and higher infant mortality. 


Probleme Economice, Feb., 1954. 


1948. 


Ethnic Groups 


The 1948 census provided the following breakdown 
population ethnic groups. Here again the figures for 
some the minorities, particularly Jews, Hungarians 
Germans, are probably somewhat low, since the censu 
criterion was language. 


Table XX. Ethnic 


85.7 80.0 87.4 
Hungarian .......... 9.4 8.6 
Gypsy (Romany)..... 0.2 0.4 
Serbo-Croat ......... 0.3 0.1 0.3 


Others 


The rural areas are more ethnically than 
the urban, and the Jewish population concentrated al- 
most entirely the cities. 

Within the present territory Romania, over 
Transylvanian Jews were deported and killed the Hun- 
garian Nazi government 1944. the former Romanian 
province Bessarabia (annexed, together with Northem 
Bukovina, the Soviet Union 1940) almost the 
Jewish population, approximately 200,000, either fled 
the USSR was exterminated the Romanian 
government 1941-42. Great losses were also suffered 
the 80,000 Jews Northern Bukovina. 

addition, over 100,000 persons German 
were deported from Transylvania into the USSR the 
Soviet government 1944-45. Some these were later 
returned Transylvania, others sent East Germany. 
Some are still missing and presumed dead. 

Romanian Banat, the Yugoslav border, about 
000 peasants German, Romanian and Serbo-Croatian 
origin were transferred the Baragan area, northwest 
the Danube, 1951. This was presumably “security” 
measure against “Titoist influence.” 


The Overall Romanian Picture 


There are two striking elements the available demo- 


graphic data for Romania. One the very marked 
lation shift from rural urban areas. the absence 


any data the percentages population industrial 


occupations, this increase provides indication 
the degree Romanian industrialization. five years 


Communist control, 1948-1953, the urban population rose 
from 23.4 percent the total 34.8 percent, the rural 
population dropped from 76.6 percent 


Since, unlike Hungary, the rural population almost 
tirely agricultural, the extent this change can pre- 


sumed fairly accurate index industrialization. 
The second notable feature Romanian 


Probleme Economice, No. 
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the surprisingly low rate increase the population, Urban-Rural Distribution 
the war one the fastest growing Europe, now 


among the slowest. This, have seen, may attributed 

the very high death and infant mortality rates. That 

these are still certain regime propaganda Table XXIV. Urban-Rural Distribution thousands 

standards and poor health measures that the Ro- 
manian people are being forced pay for rapid Commu- 
nist industrialization. 


The following table gives the urban-rural distribution 
the Bulgarian population. 


Urban ... 1,130 206 
Rural .... 4,349 794 


unfortunate that figures more recent than 1947 
are available for the urban-rural distribution. signifi- 

Bulgaria cant, however, that 1947, three years after the Commu- 
nists assumed power Bulgaria, the urban ratio was 
following tables give the population Bulgaria 


slightly higher than that Romania 1948, also three 
over the last three and half decades, and rates increase. 
years after the Communists took control. may pre- 


sume that subsequent industrialization has considerably 
raised the urban ratio, did Romania. 
This presumption supported the few facts available. 


Table XXI. Total Population (in thousands)! 
1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1946 1949 1953 


5,314 5,733 6,101 6,341 6,993 7,160 7,450 According the 1934 census, there were workers 
(including self-employed) mining, industry, 

Table Rates tion, trade, and other non-agricultural categories. the 
1925-30 1930-35 1935-40 1949-542 end 1952, according Premier Vulko Chervenkov 
Trud (Sofia), February 27, 1954, there were 617,665 in- 
10.1% 79% 6.4% 5.1% dustrial and cooperative workers, category presumably 
fairly congruent with the first. This increase ap- 
tire indicated, Bulgarian war losses were minor. 


amounting about 46,000, civilian and military. 
both postwar periods (1920-25, 1949-54) Bulgaria’s 
rates were considerably higher than Romania’s. the pre- 
world War years, 1905-15, the rates these countries 
were almost exactly the same. Bulgaria’s higher increase 
rate after the first war probably due the much greater 
difficulties, including occupation both sides, suffered 
Romania, and the influx refugees into Bulgaria from 
Thrace and Macedonia. 
Bulgaria shared the general post-World War rise 
the rate increase. The basis for Bulgaria’s consider- 
able margin over Romania postwar increase rates ap- 
‘ity’ parent from the birth and death rates, below (all figures 
from Demographic Yearbook 1953). 
Bulgaria’s 1920-24 birth rate was the highest Europe. 
1947 had fallen tenth place (doubtless this low 
rank, far below the Netherlands, for example, reflected 
temporary condition; the birth rates many coun- 


which had suffered badly during the war soared proceeds, and small urban areas have 
Postwar years). Bulgaria’s 1920-24 death rate was the sec- 


been greatly expanded. Dimitrovgrad, formerly whistle- 
trial highest Europe. 1947 was fifth highest. stop named Gara Rakovsky between Plovdiv and the Turk- 
Figures for years 1920-1949 from Demographic Year- ish border, slated become the largest industrial cen- 
book 1953. Census figure for Dec. 31, 1946 was 7,022,206. Pre- ter Bulgaria, and the Stalin Chemical Combine and 

1941 figures not include Southern Dobrudja, added Bulgaria 

that year, territory approximately 7,000 square kilometers 
and 200,000 population. 1953 figure from Population 1939 
Vital Statistics Reports, No. 1954. 


There are, addition, some recent figures population 
changes major Bulgarian cities and towns. According 
Geografija Bulgaria, Sofia, 1953, 
1940 the twenty largest communities had total popula- 
tion 920,000 14.5 percent the total population. 
1946 these communities had 1,058,000 population, 15.1 
percent the total. 1954, however, they totalled es- 
timated 1,493,000, 20.0 percent the population. The 
1954 list communities numbers twenty one, the new 
industrial town Dimitrovgrad, 85,000 population, had 
been created. 

Another indication the extent urbanization and 
industrialization the severe shortage urban housing, 
well public services, transportation, etc. The press 
filled with complaints about the lack such facilities. 
Electricity has been rationed, and there have been periods 
compulsory blackouts. 

number new urban centers have been established 


Statistical Yearbook the Kingdom Bulgaria, Sofia, 


Monthly Bulletin the General Board Statistics, Sofia, 


Known figures 1949-53. Extrapolated 1954. 2-3, 1948. 

Table XXIII. Crude Birth and Death 1000 population 

1920-24 1925-29 1930-34 1935-39 1940 1941 1945 1946 1947 

39.6 34.2 30.3 24.2 22.2 21.9 24.1 25.6 24.0 

21.3 18.5 15.8 13.9 13.4 12.7 14.9 13.7 13.4 


several thermo-electric generating plants and metallurgical 
plants are nearing completion. Rudozem and Madan are 
two new mining towns, situated the Rhodopes, near the 
Greek border. One the suburbs Sofia, Gara Iskar, 
being rapidly developed important industrial cen- 
ter. 

Finally, there are some figures the increase popu- 
lation Sofia. 1946 the population the city and sub- 
urbs was year later had risen 
This increase over percent one year (it 
possible that this percentage somewhat too high, the 
original source the 1946 figure not clear.) 


Age Distribution 


The latest available figures giving the age distribution 
the population are for 1934. that date the age 
bracket 0-14 had 35.5 percent the population, the eco- 
nomically active age group 15-65 had 59.2 percent. These 
figures are fairly similar the 1930 age breakdown for 


Foreign Commerce Yearbook, 1948, Printing Office, 
Washington, 1950. December 31. 


Romania, and presumed that the continued fall- 
ing birth rate has resulted increase the percentag: 
economically active ages. 


Ethnic Groups 


The following table gives the ethnic composition the 
Bulgarian population 1952. 


Table XXV. (in 


6.0 
2.0 
0.04 


The percentage Turks reflects the deportation 
approximately 150,000 Turkey 1950-52. They were 
replaced Bulgarian peasants shifted from the border 
areas. The very low percentage Jews result large- 
scale emigration Israel. 


From Bulgaria, Economic and Geographic Description, 
Valev, Moscow, 1949. Figures adjusted for population movements 


Serdica, Sofia, No. 1948. December 31. mentioned the text above. 


American Propaganda Causes Sleepless Nights 


strong, believing Communist and you will not have insomnia 
you cannot sleep, because you are too easily affected American war-panic 
propaganda, according Dr. Velko Makedonski, member the Bulgarian Academy 
Science, whose article, “Sleep and Its Problems,” appeared Priroda 
March 1954. 

“The heavy burdens and the instability millions people the capitalist 
countries cause them have sleeping difficulties and neuroses. But these problems 
are also seen the People’s Democracies; the people these countries are the 
midst psychological condition change. The convinced, the believing, those 
who are eagerly awaiting Communism, are more resistant hard work and dif- 
ficulties and therefore less likely fall into neurosis. large number the former 
capitalist class and its intelligentsia not wish recognize that Communist society 
higher order than the capitalist society. They are constantly tormented and 
disturbed. For example, former bourgeois who incessantly figures the exact date 
when the Americans will ‘liberate’ Bulgaria, who constantly expects “X-Day’—which 
course will never come—is daily disturbed psychologically. Finally, loses his 
normal sleep. 

“There are people with weak nervous systems whom American propaganda 
with its basic hidden note—war panic—easily has effect. These weak people are 
easily upset day and night. They are not productive. For example, young woman 
with two children went bed every night with her winter coat laid the bed 
case she had quickly the shelter. During the night she did not sleep. She 
was listening and waiting for the American night air raids. She underwent psycho- 
therapy and was assured she was merely victim American propaganda.” 


| 


Books for Children 
Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), June 1954 


HILDREN’S literature, from the folk legend handed 
down word mouth the purposeful “caution- 
ary tale” modern school reader, forms child’s 

view life and the same time reflection it. And 

just children are unaware social and political distinc- 
tions, their literature the most cosmopolitan and dem- 
ocratic cultures. The German Grimm’s Fairy Tales, 

Danish Hans Christian Andersen, French Fables 

Fontaine, English Wind the Willows, Swiss Heidi, Amer- 

ican Tom Sawyer, rise above the barriers time, place and 

language. Further, the folk tales different countries, 
while localized specific detail, often bear striking re- 
semblances each other. 

Upon this literature the Communists have not hesitated 
exercise their cultural imperialism. The fate chil- 
dren’s literature the Communist-dominated countries 
Eastern Europe bound with the familiar process 
expropriation, expurgation, and the attempt create 
entirely new culture for psycho-political exploitation. 
Thus the publication books, newspapers and magazines 
organized, way unknown the free world, into 
quasi-official government program, with the State con- 
trolling both the dispensing (by directing authors) and re- 
ceiving (by limiting choices) ends publishing.* 


Children’s books are now published centralized State 
publishing house—such the Children’s Book Publishing Com- 
pany Hungary, RPR Youth Editions Romania—which 
alone permitted issue books for children. The Communist- 
run Pioneer youth organizations are responsible for the publica- 
tion all children’s newspapers and magazines: Patjas and 
Uttoro, both weeklies for children under Hungary; Scinteia 


Pied Piper 


The Communists use this power propagate their own 
particular view past and future. Thus, the new writ- 
ten literature for children, many stories are based the 
“class war,” dramatizing the struggle between rich and 
poor, oppressor and oppressed, new and old, East and 
West. All the past must represented according 
the laws Marxist historical materialism: “Today, his- 
torian and writer [for youth] should show the march 
mankind through the various economic and stages 
toward Communism; should acquaint the youth with 
the laws progressive development mankind discovered 
the great science Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin; 
and should constantly point out how historical events 
and our present undertakings are formed accordance 
saw), September 1951. 


Historyczne 


Cinderella Ashes 


Seemingly, the traditional fable and fairy tale would 
have place this new literature. Magic, sorcery, all 
forms symbolism and fantasy, always castigated “su- 
perstitious” and the Communists, appear 
realism. Yet the Communist writers continue make 


Pionierului, bi-weekly for children under Romania; 
Czechoslovakia, Pionyrske Noviny, published weekly Czech 
and Slovak. The prototype these papers the Moscow Pioniers- 
caia Pravda, which not only provides the example but even much 
their material; for instance, comic strips with captions still 


the Russian cyrillic letters are reprinted the Satellite news- 
papers. 


some use this story-telling genre. They are aware that 
the fable—although not realistic form—can have 
realistic and this, they see, can “Socialist” 
moral well any other kind. Thus, usual, the Com- 
munists justify ideological level what they find use- 
ful practical level. How they reason can seen 
article published Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), August 
10, 1952. According this article, the folk tale, originally 
classic form people’s art and manifestation their 
aspirations toward freedom from the hostile forces class 
oppression, contained elements criticism and satire, and 
showed the struggles the oppressed and their heroes suf- 
fering and fighting for better future.” other words, 
the folk story and fairy tale was fact “realistic,” “pro- 
gressive” and “class conscious.” But, declared this article, 
was perverted the bourgeoisie, who turned into their 
own tool: “The ideology the bourgeoisie substituted 
mysticism for the healthy realism the people, and pat- 
terned the heroes after itself and accord with its own 
aims.” For the original hero-liberator, they substituted the 
“conquering bourgeoisie adapted legends 
its policy exploitation and aggression, trying this 
means influence and educate the youth. That why 
king engaged battles and the conquest new lands was 
considered positive hero, and that why always had 
the support natural and supernatural powers. 

This interesting case the Communist technique 
attributing its own motives and methods “the enemy.” 
The article cites particular tale document its conten- 
tion; this would indeed difficult do. traditional 
legends, Poland elsewhere, the hero exhibits certain 
qualities such bravery and integrity character. 
may king, prince, leader humble man; the im- 
portant thing not his position but his deeds. the chil- 
dren’s tales written Communists, the hero’s social posi- 
tion predetermines his qualities: thus, king ipso facto 

typical and well-received fairy tale written Polish 
Communist Jadwiga “About Village Fid- 
dler and Princess Frog.” this, wicked, selfish, cold- 
hearted princess punished being changed into frog. 
She remain frog until she learns “laugh and cry 
with the people.” The king, her father, offers her hand 
and half his kingdom anyone who can break the spell. 
Princes, rich young men and wizards try their hand 
winning the princess and the wealth, but they all fail. 
The spell broken the village fiddler, “whose only 
dream make the people lives with happy.” Finally, 
the princess has suffered enough for her selfishness—she 
had heard the fiddler’s playing about the suffering the 
people. Under the influence his songs, the princess be- 
comes “human” and leaves her palace live the life the 
poor and humble. Her dowry given the fiddler who 
uses improve the life his fellow-men. 

Jadwiga Chamiec’s story are all the elements 
the classic “Chamiec,” writes Trybuna Ludu, 
“has not created any new characters situations she 
has only attempted emphasize the social sense the 
There are the usual figures—a king, queen, 
wizard, orphan; there are charms, spells, magic: “all 


should tale this sort. have exactly the 
same things and persons thousand and one 
tales. this one, however, the role which the characters 
play the story different, and that what distinguishes 
from the old stories. 

Thus, “the king clumsy fool who provokes laughter 
the young readers. The crown, which talks about 
constantly and which the center his interest, also 
object laughter. Equally unworthy the spec- 
tator’s sympathy the queen, shedding her tears into 
golden urn. The symbol the royal crown—still 
timely subject our stories for children 
the most important theme. 


not, however, 


“Good” vs. Kings and Bishops 


important feature fairy stories the problem 
heroism; i.e., the symbolic representation abstract good: 
“The author’s most important task present social 
problems through the medium fantasy, oppose the 
degenerate world exploiters, idlers and fools with the 
healthy and constructive spirit the people. the 
people who are the ‘hero’ the story. The fiddler player 
component part the people and the world.” Cha- 
miec’s fairy tale cited the model which all Polish au- 
thors should—and do—copy. was made into four- 
act play and widely produced children’s theaters 
throughout Poland. 

There are similar modern fairy tales all the Satellite 
countries, such Tamas Torok’s “The Sneezed-Away Em- 
play produced Budapest children’s theater. 
this, the King demands that each time sneezes his 
subjects must exclaim: “God bless our gracious King.” 
His demand “more than whim”; the expression 
his absolute power over his people. The shepherd-hero 
refuses obey the order until the wicked stingy king 
willing pay his back wages for the last seven years, plus 
the wages all his friends. His victory over the bad king 
symbolizes the victory all the people. Czechoslovakia, 
Jiri Marek’s verse comedy “Why Honza Did Not Become 
King” satire—described “non-fairy tale” 
manners and morality royalty. 

The struggle between rich and poor, powerful and op- 
pressed, often placed historical setting. The Hun- 
garian novel Emil Kolozsvari Grandpierre, 
set the 16th century. The hero starry-eyed shep- 
herd who fights for the rights the people and triumphs 
the end over the villain, “influential Bishop.” Com- 
munist critics the novel objected the fact that the 
shepherd waged all his battles alone and had real con- 
tact with the masses, never trying win them over as- 
sist him. Also was pointed out that “the Bishop was 
not worthy adversary, because was spineless, stupid 
weakling.” (Csillag, Nov. 1953.) 

Communist children’s writers occasionally use 
legorical fable simple tales for small children. The 
Czechoslovak paper Svet Prace, August 26, 1954, printed 
story titled “Who Managed Best?” tells family 
mice who are planning take happy life the 
barns and granaries the lazy farmers who neglect Pariy 
orders. The purpose the story persuade children 
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the importance obeying the State for everybody’s wel- 
fare. Moreover, the mice the story talk the idiom 
veteran Communists; for instance, Father Mouse says: 
“We need not food supplies until spring. Our 
farmer takes for granted that will receive additional 
pay for grain deliveries, that the delivery quotas will 
reduced. Let send for our relatives. Here they 
will well off, whereas the kolkhoz they might not get 
enough eat, because there the delivery quotas are al- 
ready fulfilled and even exceeded. 


Pinocchio Overalls 


Between literature for children and that for adults, 
Communism makes less distinction than made the 
West. While modern children’s stories the West. have 
gradually tended toward greater realism, Communist stories 
are virtual blueprints for action the immediate material 
world; children’s imaginations cannot allowed wander 
any realm which not closely related 
reality. 

School textbooks and readers provide the purest examples 
these stories. the readers used first, 
second and third grade Polish schools, the stories are 
connected the appearance the same characters suc- 
cessive grades. After reading few stories, the child 
familiar with all the names and persons appearing the 
whole series. knows, for instance, that the father 
Ala, the small girl the story, miner. knows that 
the little girl the second grade with Janek, whose 
father factory worker; and on. The children the 
readers are always the same grade the pupils who are 
studying the readers. The action the stories frequently 
takes place the schoolroom. When the story says, 
teacher announced that today will help the farm- 
ers the fields,” this the cue for the real teacher an- 
nounce the same thing his class. the story says, 
“Today the teacher asked every child what his father did 
during the the teacher knows that should put 
this question his own pupils. The answers the chil- 
dren may very revealing. Many people try conceal 
the fact that they were active the Polish Home Army, 
and the story aims precisely extracting this information 
from the children. the story father praised for his 
courage and heroism the Polish [Communist] 
Army during the war. would difficult for child 
resist the temptation this point boast about the father 
who was member the Home Army. this way, the 
little denunciator born. 

The ancient aphorism that two men together accomplish 
more than two men separately appears with Pavlovian reg- 
ularity advance the principle collectivization. The 
idea repeated many stories starting with the descrip- 
tion group games and finishing with the “joy” peas- 
ants who organized prosperous kolkhoz. 

develop children stronger feeling for common 
property than for private ownership the object many 
stories, phrases and comments the text. the second- 
grade reader, one boy meets another who looking 
plum tree. The first boy asks: 


“Why are you looking 


the tree?” “Why, your tree?” 
ours, the school tree!” 

many stories the first, second and third grade read- 
ers appears character who can called the ideal Com- 
munist father. The role the mother comparatively 
small; the father who symbolizes knowledge and au- 
thority. The ideal father speaks his child with enthus- 
iasm about the greatness the Communist leaders, the 
“Liberation,” the May First celebrations, collectivization, 
etc. This ideal father not only active Communist 
Party member, also work hero, the leader his 
Trade Union group, and knows everything. knows 
that nylon byproduct coal; can explain why the 
planets move arcund the sun, and 
fectly that without common effort Poland will not reach 
the high level called for the Six Year Plan. Therefore, 
readily sacrifices his free time and spends his weekends 
helping farmers and repairing machinery. aware that 
does not finish his work time will harm him and 
his fellow citizens, because the other workers will not 
able their jobs properly, etc. 

The children course measure their own fathers against 
this and may feel ashamed because their fathers 
are more ignorant and seem less their 
attitude toward job and Party. 

Communist children’s literature seeks many subtle 
ways drive wedge between the old and the new 
generation. Czechoslovakia, the internationally famous 
Professor Skupa puppets, stupid father Spejbl and clever 
son Hurvinek, give performances with Father Spejbl now 
and his son progressive Pioneer who ridi- 
cules, blames and re-educates him. nursery rhyme re- 
portedly taught kindergarten children the Bohemian 
town Chrudim goes: 


“Grandmother and Grandad—eat our bread. 


When they are gone—there will more for us.” 


Sometimes the conflict between the young people 
thusiastically supporting the present regime and the old 
ones who are not able grasp the new ideals. Jozsef 
Szeleczky’s story Girl Agronomist,” (Szabad Ifjusag 
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Uttoro (Budapest), July, 1952 
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November 22, 1953), the older members the 
kolkhoz and machine tractor station line against the 
young girl agronomist and try remove her from the 
kolkhoz because “they don’t like taking orders from such 
young girl.” Their plot fails because the young members 
the raise their voices her behalf and the 
end win the old ones. 


Ghosts and Goblins 


The: bogeymen today are those battered remnants 
discredited caste and class, the priest and the kulak. They 
are the villains nursery rhymes, stories, the children’s 
puppet shows. former director puppet show 
Poland had say: “Puppet shows are strong in- 
fluence the child’s mentality—one puppet show can af- 
fect children more than two three months school 
studies. once spoke some children who had just seen 
show about kulaks. For them the very word kulak was 
synonymous with evil. later learned that their conver- 
sation the children use the name kulak when they want 
insult one another: show you, you kulak,’ they say. 
The Communists want condition children hate the 
image the kulak. The meaning which the Communists 
attach this name very quickly grasped and imitated 

Hungarian novel Kossuth-prize winner Pal 
Szabo [Budapest], July 1952), miserly kulak tries 
persuade his hired boy eat practically nothing, claim- 
ing that one cannot work efficiently full stomach. The 
boy outwits the stingy kulak and the end gets the kulak’s 
land away from him (illustration preceding page). 
“Ghosts another Hungarian novel, has double 
dose villainy. this the kulaks and priests band to- 
gether, dress ghosts, and scare the people away from 
their work the fields during the harvest, ham- 
pering production.” 

Bulgarian poem for small children was summarized 
Literaturen Front (Sofia), January 22, 1954: 


mouse and various other field rodents, chased the 
deep plowing the cooperative tractor, head for the pri- 
vate field grandfather Frati, where short time they 
succeed destroying large part his crop. The horri- 
fied grandfather turns first the kulak for help, but the 
kulak tries manipulate him for his own purposes. Then 


the kolkhoz farmers come the aid the old man. Ac- 
knowledging his mistake, decides join the coopera- 
tive agricultural farm.” 


The newspapers and magazines Hungary are full 
anti-clerical stories, such “The Story Village” 
Pal Lorincz. the historic Monastery the Benedictine 
Order Panonhalma, “immensely monks are 
described engaged drinking sprees and oppressing the 
poor peasantry. “Hard published Hungary 
1953, the saga young bourgeois girl who educated 
convent cruel and hysterical nuns. The hardships 
ripen the girl into person patience and character and 
the end she becomes happy and productive worker 
the new 

The novel “Truth Stronger” Janos Dobicz deals 
with the Cardinal Mindszenty issue. this excerpt printed 
Uttoro, November 1951, priest trying convince 
some school children that there religious persecution 
Hungary: 


Laci (one the pupils): Today nobody has suffer 
because his religion; live democracy and nobody 
persecuted for his faith. 


(Teacher smiles benignly the child encourage him. 
The priest gives smile too but turns sour had 
bitten into green apple.) 


Priest: nobody persecuted. can see that your 
teacher has taught you well (glances maliciously the 
teacher who lifts his head proudly reply). Well, have 
you heard about Mindszenty? Who he? 


Priest: That correct. And what does the Cardinal 
want? What does stand for? 


Laci: wants take back the land from and 
bring the Americans into the country there will 
war. 

(Teacher hides smile while the face the priest dark- 
ens with suppressed rage) 


Priest (shouting): You are fool! The Cardinal 
persecuted because trying preserve our faith. 
for the land, want back only what originally belonged 
the Church. (To Laci) How did your father get his 
land? 


Laci: The Red Army chased away the landlords and 
the Communist Party gave the land us. 
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Uttoro (Budapest), October, 1952 


(To the teacher) 


Priest 
you teach. see that you get what you deserve. 


Well, these are fine things 


(The teacher deeply offended and wants protest 
against such tone being used front his pupils, but 
the priest speaks again. 

Priest (to another pupil, Szogi): And you, Com- 
munist, you remember the Russians? 

Szogi: remember them very well. They set 
kitchen our yard. They gave good soup, there 
was even some meat init. was very good. 

(In fit blind rage the priest starts hurl his prayer 
book the child’s head, but the teacher prevents him 
from doing so.) 


Uncle Tom’s Children 


Before the war, Western adventure stories and 
such Gulliver’s Travels, Robinson Crusoe, Treasure 
the books Mark Twain, Rudyard Kipling, and 
Fenimore Cooper, were part the literary heritage 
children Eastern Europe. first, the Communists 
stopped the publication and circulation 
Now they are being reissued, revised form, with many 
notes and introductions prove, the very least 
imply, that these writers were actually exponents Com- 
munism. the new Hungarian edition Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the magazine Kozneveles 

Budapest), May 1954, wrote: 


“His deep religious faith helped Tom endure the 
terrible conditions his life holding out the hope 
heavenly reward. The author, herself deeply religious 
person, considers this resignation, this readiness accept 
his fate, expression the Negro’s high moral values. 
the same time, she points out that this religious 
faith which hampers the Negroes and makes them unable 
fight for their own freedom.” 


The Romanian newspaper Contemporanul (Bucharest) 
October 1953, admitted that “adventure stories fill 
real need” the development the child, but solemnly 
reminded readers that “pure adventure the subject 
literature anti-realistic. Among the various forms es- 
capism practiced symbolism, such leap time 
thousands years leap space exotic places, 
the refuge into adventure. The cult pure adventure 
flight from reality into imaginary realms. 

classic writer adventure stories, Jean Bart—who 
could described Joseph Conrad Romanian litera- 
ture—was reclaimed the Communists these grounds 
set forth Contemporanul, September 25, 1953: 


“Past criticism saw Jean Bart’s writing only his at- 
tempts escape exotic places, unknown shores, and 
considered this writer mere lover the blue expanse 
the sea, skillful painter maritime landscapes, and 
teller sea tales. actual fact, Bart’s work realis- 
tic. derives its strength from his ardent love for the 
masses persecuted people, from his hatred and con- 
tempt for the bourgeois-landowner state apparatus.” 


Radio Warsaw, May 11, 1954, program current 
literature, said that young people “long for adventure, 
romance and humor; therefore necessary meet this 


need giving them books Cooper, Maine Reed, Jules 
Verne and Jack London. The Soviet writer Obruchev has 
recommended Verne. Unfortunately, too few these 
books are published Poland today; also publish too 
little Sir Walter Scott, Victor Hugo and Dumas.” 

According list obligatory and supplementary 
reading issued the Polish Ministry Education for 
school children between and 16, the works the fol- 
lowing Western writers are recommended: the third 
year secondary school, Defoe, Beecher-Stowe, and 
Twain; the following year, Dickens, Wilde and London 
are included—for instance, David Copperfield 
“illustrate English primary education.” The 
selected poems Wordsworth, Keats and Tennyson ap- 
pear the syllabus, with the proviso that only those 
ing with contemporary conditions and the beauties 
nature” are used. Cooper’s The Last the Mohicans 
included “illustrate the exterminatory policy the 
whites against the reds.” Each year calls for the addition 
new authors whose and “adapted” works 
are used evidence the viciousness the Anglo- 
Saxon order. 

Pre-war books about cowboys and Indians, rather popu- 
lar among school children and adolescents Eastern 
Europe, were tolerated the Communists for few years 
immediately after the war. Since then, however, these 
books are longer found libraries and book 
stores. The Communists not consider this kind litera- 
ture suitable reading material for children. shooting 
duels adventurers,” wrote Kalendarz Mlodziezy (War- 
saw), 1954, “of the Tom Mix other prairie hero type, 
described trashy novels the pre-war period the 
literature imperialist America, cannot considered 
proper models which base the education children.” 

Modern life the United States depicted several 
ways. Often directly contrasted with life the Soviet 
Union, “Two Countries,” excerpt from Readings 
for Fifth Grade (Warsaw), 1951: 

“In the USSR—planned economy 

“In the USA—work without 

“In the USSR—all people are mobilized for good 

“In the USA—the harvest deliberately destroyed, 
grain burned, watermelons dumped into the river. 
drawing accompanying this shows American farmers pour- 
ing huge containers milk down the drains. Next 
them stands little girl looking hungrily the wasted 
food. 

“In the USA—unemployment rises steadily 

“In the USSR—houses are built and goods produced 
for the benefit the 

“In the USA—hundreds factories produce goods 
which are useless the people but which bring profits 
the factory 

“In the USA—machines not help man, but hurt him. 
Each new machine, each new invention means unemploy- 
ment for thousands. 


the USSR?—the more machines there are the 
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easier the work, the shorter the working day, the hap- 
pier and fuller the life. the USSR factories are built 
for the purpose putting end poverty, illness, un- 
employment aid hard work; for the purpose making 
life just and wise.” 


Children Communist schools find out what like 
school America tales such the Hungarian 


this school], the children could not 
follow the explanation, the teacher beat them. One 
day the whole class was taken the police and finger- 
printed they were criminals murderers. The police 
explained that this was necessary enable the authori- 
ties recognize their bodies case the 
course his education, Johnny came realize that fight- 
ing was the most courageous thing and Fascists and gang- 
sters the most glorious people the world. was taught 
that the Negro was not human being. One day Johnny 
beat bootblack the street, whereupon was 
praised passerby, who gave him dollar for his heroic 
deed. Johnny Walker was told often that murder 
was not crime but skill that soon came believe 
it. One evening his way home from the movies, no- 
ticed small child the street. Suddenly began 
wonder how would feel commit murder. The thought 
hardly took form before Johnny struck. Thus, Johnny 
became worthy his ideal, Jim Fox, the hero the dime 
novels, the Terror the Prairie. The education 
Johnny was completed. Now accomplished soldier, 
who for tinkling dollars would kill even his own father.” 


The April 1953, issue Szabad Ifjusag carried 
article entitled “Glimpses into the American Way Life.” 
about two little boys who, after watching Ameri- 
can gangster movie, decide that they want kill someone 
too. they discuss and plan murder. This followed 
the comment: “There are many children Budapest 
too; young people who want diversion and are keen 
education. Here nobody can dull their minds with 
Western movies and murder stories. People who glorify 
robbery and assault and the life gangsters have place 
among us.” 


Romania, Scinteia Pionierului published cartoon 
the September 18, 1952, issue entitled “Education the 
USA” (see cut). The first panel (upper left) shows 
American child driving small A-bomb, with rifle 
his back, gun his hand and expression malicious 
glee his face. The caption reads: Educa- 
tion.” The second picture shows man dressed mili- 
tary uniform shouting “atomic threats” classroom 
while all the children hide under the benches, and the 
caption reads: “Education School.” The lower left 
hand drawing shows two children watching gangster 
movie, with the caption: “Extracurricular Education.” 
The last the four drawings depicts child reading books 
labelled Killed Own Mother,” “The Gangsters’ 
Heroism,” “Blood and Big The caption reads: 
“Education Through Literature.” 

pet theme the misery children oppressed classes 
countries the free world. These are presented 
histories” which the following are random ex- 
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amples. The Bulgarian newspaper Literaturen Front, 
January 28, 1954, printed synopsis poem called 
Veselin Hanchev: 


“In one the beautiful Italian port cities lives little 
Luidji. His life, however, unhappy and full anxieties 
for tomorrow. Such the life all the dockworkers, and 
Luidji the son one them. the port there 
work, because only American ships with armaments dock 
there, and the dockworkers prefer hunger piece 
bread thrown them for their participation the dirty 
preparation new war. 

“However, the dockworkers are not alone. With them 
are all peace-loving people, with them the Great Soviet 
Union. The ship docks order unload wheat 
for the dockworkers who are strike. This gives new 
strength and happy dreams little Luidji.” 


tale about the children Africa, similar tone and 
purpose, appeared the Romanian 
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Scinteia Pionierulut, June 16, 1954: 


“When the African baby comes into the world, 
small human being with big black eyes staring wonder 
the world around him. Soon, under the warm caresses 
the sun, his skin becomes dark, and healthy 
baby will soon look strong and shiny like the ripe fruit 


But the carefree days dozing his mother’s back 
and playing with tame ostriches are soon over: 


“Soon the black child will have work. His 
work hard, exhausting. our country life 
very hard because our land ruled imperialists. Often 
one meets small, weak carrying heavy stones his 

“Later on, when the African child reaches twenty, 
has put his military uniform, and the foreign im- 
perialists who have invaded our country use him for their 
wars pillage. Therefore, the African child spared 
from the thousands traps set his path the difficult 
living conditions created for him the imperialists, 
used cannon fodder the same imperialists, who send 
him die under sky different from the one under which 
was born. should added that many African chil- 
dren die before they are 

“The imperialists who have invaded our country have 
made our life very hard; the children are often hungry 
and cold. But they know that their country will lib- 
erated their parents and their parents’ friends. Then 
the Romanian children will spend their vacations Africa 
and the African children will the same Romania.” 


Alice Horror Land 


lurid and brutality, the stories which appear 
the Satellite children’s press depicting the treatment 
innocent young victims the wars Indo- 
china and Korea far outdo the Western 
which offend the Communists. This story about Indo- 
china, entitled “Where the Capitalists Are Power,” was 
printed Pionyrske Noviny (Prague), May 28, 1953: 


weak moan and thud could heard. Little Lam’s 
eyes looked through the dust. They rested the ugly 
yellow teeth Corporal Navan. The gigantic Frenchman 
had only few minutes ago thrown the little Vietnamese 
the ground. roared with laughter until gasped 
for breath. ‘Don’t move, little insect,’ ordered. ‘Now 
will have some fun!’ 

“Finally stopped laughing. His glance fell pile 
wood and went over it. picked out some 
boards and returned the boy. 

crying, you fool, I’ve had enough put 
down the boards and took some candy from his pocket: 
‘Here, help yourself.’ 

“Frightened Lam felt more confident, but re- 
mained watchful. The Frenchman started work sawing 
the boards. Lam was soothed his singing. Grate- 
fully thanked him for the candy. soon had 
finished his job, Navan approached the boy. Lam was 
frightened again: what strange look! tried stifle 
his fear. ‘Open your mouth and close your eyes!’ ordered 
the Corporal. Lam confidently opened his mouth. that 
moment Navan thrust gag his mouth. shrieks 


were muffled the parachute material out which the 
gag had been made. The man’s powerful arms quickly 
overcame the weak boy’s resistance. Navan put the body 
the coffin which had made from the boards. 
took his shoulder, lit cigarette, and walked toward 
the pond. threw the coffin into the water. 

“Lieutenant Hechard had witnessed the 
‘What have you done?’ asked. “The child was 
sance, made too much noise night, the Corporal 
replied and started laugh again. 


The following poem Gabriella Csohany appeared 
the Hungarian monthly Uttoro, January 1953: 
“When they found his 
The old soldiers wept bitter tears. 
The letter travelled from hand hand 
And touched the heart all Korea. 


“Just few words, childish scribble. 

had been weeping and wrote the dark: 
Dear Comrades, this inform you 

That the murderers—they are about kill me. 


not afraid them and promise 

Not show hurts, 

won’t cry when they lay underground, 

With last breath whisper the name Stalin. 


now cried little, 

hurts say good-bye life, 
But don’t mind dying 

For and for Stalin. 


“Tt hurts most that won’t able 
enjoy Communism any more, 

But the millions Pioneers 

Will one day reach the happy goal.” 


This poem illustrates not only the morbidity Commu- 
nist war propaganda, but leads into the more affirmative 
theme “child heroism.” These war martyrs are 
often patterned the child heroes Soviet literature, 
(whose patriotic exploits frequently lack much plausibility 
outstanding example young Russian girl partisan, 
Zoja, who was tortured death the Nazis. Hungary’s 
Minister Education, Jozsef Darvas, mentioned Zoja to- 
gether with the greatest heroes Hungarian history such 
Hunyadis and Kossuth “the worthy examples 
followed Hungarian children” (Kozneveles, April 1951). 
Gyula Pasztor Uttoro, November 1951, glorified the 
little girl near-mystic 


“Her fame should travel over mountains and valleys 
Over the snow-capped peaks rocky regions, 


“Over countries and continents 
Its wings should spread under the skies, 


“The name Zoja must learned 
every man, woman and child, 


“The roaring winds should carry 
Her name tenderly 


“Letters flame should write her name the sky 
Let cover her grave with flowers.” 


Just Zoja supposed the heroine the girls, 
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the boys have little partisan boy, Vologya, hero 
Soviet novel The Street Vologya, appointed their 
ideal. the March 1951 issue Kozneveles, Laszlo Boka, 
one the leading cultural officials Hungary, warmly 
recommended the novel teachers: “The kind roman- 
ticism which the Soviet authors employ their efforts 
train young people quite different from the one bour- 
geois literature introduced the adults today their 
youth. Vologya not inconspicuous, average boy, 
but rich and colorful personality. general exists 
only and through the individual,’ said Lenin. This novel 
shows how this doctrine applied literature: through 
Vologya come know the patriotic education the 
Soviet children, and the process the little hero Vologya 
becomes our unforgettable friend.” 


Saints and Heroes 


Mother! kindergarten today were 
told about Stalin!’ cried little Ina joyfully, she flung 
open the door. the table she left the bird which she 
had modelled out clay, and with her warm little hand 
she petted the hand her mother. ‘About our Stalin?’ 
said the mother happily, and kissed her little daughter 


the cheek. ‘He loves you very much and cares for all 


(from Bulgarian reader) 


Lyric sentimentality appears children’s literature 
whenever Stalin the subject. represent Stalin the 
great father-protector little children—a cult virtually 
amounting deification—was previously one the major 
preoccupations children’s art and literature 
Satellites. not known how, whether, these verses, 
songs and stories are suppressed diminished since Stalin’s 
death; they have vanished from the medium print, but 
not easy erase them from the consciousness tiny 
children who have learned rote such verses these: 


“Today, with great joy our hearts, 

sing the song Stalin, 

loves us, the children, 

real father does. 

lives not far away, 

Happily walks through Moscow 

and his dreams night, kindly pats our heads. 
(Bulgaria) 
Stalin—vou already know the name. 

friend our People’s Poland. 

His army and his will 

Have brought liberation. 

During the first years grain shortage, 

Stalin opened for the Soviet storehouses. 

sent machines and raw materials 

that our industry might move forward. 

Schools and factories are built our country, 
Socialism and happiness grow. 

And the name the leader peace: Stalin, 

people pronounce with love.” 


(from Nasza Klasa, Readings for Third Grade, 
Warsaw, 1951) 


interesting and typical example how Stalin’s death 
was handled the children’s press “Rosebush,” printed 
the April 1953 issue Csillag (Budapest). The story de- 
scribes the feelings little girl upon hearing Stalin’s 
illness. The little girl identifies Stalin with her own recently 
deceased father and “she cannot stop crying even when she 
goes becomes known that the father 
the little girl had once spoken Stalin, all the children 
keep asking her about Stalin’s condition. She tries com- 
fort her classmates saying that they need not worry be- 
cause she read somewhere about man from Georgia who 
lived for 200 years. The girls decide send flowers 
Stalin airplane. For this purpose, they plant some 
bushes bear the most beautiful flowers for Stalin, and 
the same time study much more diligently “for 
sake.” 

The next day they learn that Stalin has passed away. 
The little girls not want the roses any more and plan 
destroy the plants. But the Party proclaims that the 
best way mourn for Stalin increase production. The 
little girl takes her work the garden again and ad- 
dition annoys “reactionary” old woman who lives the 
same house. “This how she shows that she understands 
even after his death.” 

Also the occasion Stalin’s death, Szabad Ifjusag 
carried story called “Mute Suffering” Jozsef David, 
which the young miners mourn Stalin’s death producing 
more than their usual quota coal. 

Stalin held the father-image, the Sovict 
soldier sentimentalized brother. Friendliness and 
gratitude rather than awe are the proper emotions for 
young children feel toward the “brotherly” occupiers 
their country, and toward their own Army. Nasza Klasa, 
Readings for Third Grade, Warsaw, 1951, includes the fol- 
lowing poem entitled “Comrades Arms”: 


“From Lenino Warsaw 

Where the Vistula glistens the sun, 
Two soldiers march arm arm: 

Ivan and Stanislaw. 

They have shared their experiences, 

now they share their goal and fame. 


“Forward, brothers, fight the enemy! 
Warsaw now free! 

Tanks and cannons roll and thunder 
over the Mazurian sands. 

Ivan says: “Your fatherland 

Will free, tell you.’ 

And Stanislaw shakes his hand 

And says: ‘Ivan, brother, 

The fighting will over 

But friendship will 


“Soldiers,” printed Iskierki (Warsaw), 
October 1951, another example: 


“Today soldiers came Bialy Lug village. They all 
came. Among them Corporal Koprowski, the one who 
sings nicely and knows many songs; knows song 
about Kasia, who used walk along the riverbank, and 
about nightingales, which would wake the soldiers, and 
the most beautiful song about the singing forest, sung 


Potata ceno 


Ypa! Ypa! mup! 

Beceno ceno. Becenu 

potata 


the Polish soldiers marching from Lenino the Polish 
soil. There also Corporal Zareba, lively spark, 
who entertains the children dancing the kozacki. 
taught all Corporal Zareba tells the children— 
‘Grisha, friend, Soviet soldier, with whom marched 
together from Lenino Berlin. When came fighting 
fought the enemy, and whenever could danced 
the There also Sergeant Osko. When 
starts telling the children about the liberation Poland 
the Polish People’s Army, fighting arm arm with the 
Soviet Army, when starts pounding his fist the table 
—boom, boom, boom—the children open their mouths 

“The children love their soldiers, they love them for 
everything: for everything that they got from them, for 
the help their village, for their happiness and chance 
play and study; they know that the soldiers guard their 
peace. And whenever they see the green uniform 
soldier, when army truck appears from behind the hill, 
they all run meet it. 

“Even little Jagusia trots along and claps her little hands, 
repeating after the other children: ‘Soldiers, soldiers are 


coming. 


The Company Village Tetovo 


“We are from Tetovo. Here our glorious company. 
Tosha plays [the trumpet], and the company marching. 

Hurrah! Hurrah! Peace has come. 

Happy our village. are happy too. 

Our company marching.” 

The slogans the bottom read: “Eternal Brotherhood among the 
Slavie nations” “Eternal Union with USSR” “Long 


live the Red Army” “Glory the First Bulgarian Army.” 
the middle the Soviet Russian flag. 


from First Reader published Sofia 1948. 

picture monthly Bulgaria called Bulgarian Soldier 
especially illustrated for children with pictures the 
Soviet Army parading, drilling, etc. Literaturen Front 
(Sofia), May 1954, reported that high-level discussion 
held contemporary literature with military themes 
found that “in this literature the Fatherland Front war 
well covered, but not enough writers write about the 
present peaceful activity the There great 
need also for plays showing the peaceful life our Army. 
present, besides ‘Signali’ Neshkov, there are plays 
with military themes. 

These examples are supposed suffuse the child with 
burning for heroic enterprise his own. “Can become 
heroes this day and age?” asks Kalendarz 
(Warsaw), 1954. “That the question asked today 
every boy and girl.” The article gives vigorous reassurance, 
explaining: instance, the brigade Osipowiec was 
working the turbine-blowers, without which was im- 
possible start the first huge blast furnace Nowa Huta. 
The work had been delayed irregular supplies raw 
material. When, however, the boys learned the final 
deadline for completing the job, they did not hesitate 
work all that day and the next without break. need 
not say what tremendous effort this took. But they ac- 
complished the task. This one many examples 
real heroism.” 

For younger children, the same spirit, the Bulgarian 
story “On The River”: 


river runs our town. runs through thick wood 
willow trees. Its water very clear. has warm sand. 
has fish. nice the river during the summer. 
The sun shining. There cool breeze. the willow 
trees birds are singing and squirrels are playing the 
woods. 

“Here the children’s park. The children are playing 
the grass, sun-bathing the sand, swimming the 
river. 

“The children build houses and factories out sand. 
Now they are building dam. 

dam! 

“Yes, dam. necessary because there drought 
the plain, the soil dry. must 

“Peto responsible for the construction. the chief 
engineer. His first assistant Vasko. Mira and Sashka are 
the architects. All the others are miners, mechanics, tech- 
nicians, masons. 

“Along the shore, work full swing. Barefoot, hat- 
less, the builders are hurry finish the dam. They are 
digging two tunnels and two canals. 
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“Tt was not easy build the dam wall. 

“Peto very important. directs and supervises the 
construction work.—Comrades, the bricks are not strong. 
Put supports, will shout. widen the tunnels 
little more—he will remark. 

Toshko has put his hand the tunnel and with sticks 
supports will not fall down. 

brigade working fast. digs the canals, 
widens them. The dam’s wall grows the 


Textbooks, grammars and readers are full stories such 
these. They teach children pledge things—such 
building snowhouse—in record time; undertake 
collective work—such clearing fields rubbish. They 
describe prizes for children’s “work heroism.” They tell 
many kinds workers: miners, builders, masons, farmers, 
factory workers. For the new romance the romance 
work, and the new hero the shockworker and brigade 
leader. 

the Hungarian novels dealing with industry and the 
glorification labor, Boris Palotai’s novel about the chil- 
dren Sztalinvaros one the most popular. The story 
describes the children’s part the building the indus- 
trial settlement. The following extract typical: 


“The place has indeed changed since 
Cricket’s [one the little heroes the story] last visit. 
The newly planted forest has grown green crown. But 
nicest all are the many homes with their bright new red 
roofs. Cricket greets, like personal friends, the nine square 
houses, and his joy plants nine hearty kisses his 
mother’s cheek. course one cannot show Mother every- 
thing once. Cricket leaves something for each day. 
They don’t even know where they will live yet. Mother 
keeps running and down the stairs. Cricket walks 
around the school building; goes around twice, looks 
from every angle, touches the walls. The brick 
which carved his name must somewhere around here. 
would like scrape the plaster off see, but has 
been painted nicely that doesn’t have the heart. Any- 
way, Uncle Pista witness that his own brick was built 
into the school. creeps the stairs. There the 
wide corridor are the beautiful nut-colored benches. The 
classrooms are still empty. Cricket shouted: are here! 
—and the echo came back—We are!” 


This poem Lenke Toth was written the occasion 
Nok Lapja (Budapest), April 30, 1953: 


“We are planting trees, raising forests, 
may ponder the fate the tree after grows. 
may become the mast boat, the keel, 
even the cabin the deck. 
may become plane, 
The wing plane,” etc. etc. 


Bulgarian poem glorifying shockworkers goes: 


“In the kindergarten, the sons and daughters 
our beloved fatherland grow become strong 
and brave. 
Nearby, even when sleep, hundreds machines 
Are clattering and the factory chimneys smoking. 
Free the butterflies, the children grow happiness 
While far away, the mothers are weaving clothes 
for all us. 


the Lazy One” 
Kulturprobleme des Neun Polen (East Berlin), August, 1952 


Who brought the news today kindergarten? 
Smiling little Blagoi 

brought the news. 

came from Moscow, teach our mothers 
How succeed this difficult task. 

front the factory people are happily talking. 
They hear the motor. See the car. 

With smile, Shtiriova steps out the car, 

She runs sixteen weaving looms.” 


And from Poland: 

“Neither bricklayer nor lumberjack 

Who cuts the trees the forest, 

Saves his hands from hard work. 

Neither does miner Aprys well-known Stakhanovite]. 
Tractor drivers, working all day long the field, 
Plow our land, overfulfilling their norms. 

There still more work which has done. 

Thanks you, shockworkers, 

Poland will happy.” 


There are various paths fame and glory. repeated 
theme stories the role children tracking down 
spies and would-be escapees. The December 1952 issue 
Uttoro (Budapest) printed from the Banks 
the Drava,” which little boy discovers Tito spy. 
skips school and even skips the special project acorn 
collection order shadow the spy. punished for 
missing school but does not give away his secret. Finally 
succeeds leading the border guards the spy, and 
appropriately honored. 

teia Pionierului (Bucharest), May 1954, story about 
clever little girl who meets man near the border she 
her way market. The man asks her questions about 
the road leading the other side. The little girl, properly 
educated, recognizes that “an enemy the people” 
and, tricking him into waiting, runs the nearest authori- 
ties and denounces him. caught and arrested. The 
village folk celebrate the little girl’s prowess public 
demonstration. the acclaim she modestly replies: 

can seen, the children the Soviet bloc have been 
growing world which the indigenous Snow 
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White, Tinker Bell, and Winnie the Pooh have been ban- 
ished and, not considered outright put 
moth balls system which afraid even the 
shadow pixie. The Communists are now becoming 
aware shortcomings their juvenile literature. Restor- 
ing certain Western classics, even mutilated form, one 
sign this awareness. Recent press criticism indicates 
growing realization that literature for children cannot 
merely scaled-down, simplified adult literature; that 
child’s world not the adult world reduced dimensions. 
Literaturen Front (Sofia), May 20, 1954, deplored 
fable, fantasy, humor” and declared that “even the 
best children’s books there too much schematism and 
didacticism, due incorrect understanding how 
child thinks.” Marcius, No. 4-5, 1954, organ the 
Central Committee the Hungarian youth organization 
DISZ, took strong exception certain basic features 
current books for children: 


“It is, begin with, not primarily the duty 12-year 
old children unmask imperialist spies, while the State 
Security Police plays only secondary role. Such was the 
situation described Acs’ book. work Nagy, 
children unmask agent the clerical reactionaries. 


Puppets 


from Nowa Wies (Warsaw), 
February 14, 1954 


book dealing with the life industrial apprentices, the 
hero’s sole ambition find the person responsible for 
theft. 

“In another Nagy’s books, the girls cannot talk about 
anything except ‘advanced not surprising 
that the characters this book cease children, act 
like grown-ups, and are nothing more than spokesmen for 
pedagogical theories held the author. Books like these 
are actually harmful. Authors must employ some the 
romanticism appropriate youth when writing books for 
them.” 


hardly likely that writers for children are going 
granted any real latitude; the Communists are far too 
insistent upon retaining strict control over growing minds. 
Their recognition certain psychological truths about 
children’s literature only makes them the more powerful 
and dangerous. The last stronghold the romance 
childhood the home, where presumably mothers and 
grandmothers still hand the old legends and fairy tales 
the children. hoped that Communist incur- 
sions will not succeed breaking this thread which links 
past present, and countless generations and countries 
each other. 


— 


Current 
Developments 


Czechoslovakia 


Siroky Addresses Assembly 


The newly-elected National Assembly held its first meet- 
ing December 13. After number organizational for- 
malities the body heard extremely important speech 
Premier Viliam Siroky, presenting the program the new 
government. 

Politburo member Zdenek Fierlinger, Speaker the pre- 
vious Assembly, was re-elected, were the five Deputy- 
Speakers. These are: Jozef Valo and Anezka Hodinova- 
Spurna, CPCS members and former members the war- 
time London State Council the government-in-exile; Dr. 
Dionysius Polansky the Czechoslovak People’s Party; An- 
tonin Fiala the so-called Czechoslovak Socialist Party; 
Andrej Ziak the Slovak Renascence Party. These last 
three men represent the major puppet parties the Na- 
tional Front. 

The Speaker and his Deputies Comprise the Inner Presid- 
ium the 26-member Presidium. Among those elected 
the Assembly the larger group were General Ludvik 
Svoboda, former National Defense Minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister, and Commander-in-Chief the Czechoslo- 
vak forces the USSR during the war. Svoboda had been 
eclipse since 1951, and made unexpected reappear- 
ance last September. now apparently back the 
good graces the regime. 

Other organizational measures included the passage 
new Standing Order Act containing rules Assembly pro- 
cedure. The Act provides, among other features, that any 
individual Deputy may submit the draft bill for debate. 
Previous rules required that bill submitted least 
twenty Deputies. Each Deputy permitted 
mother-tongue. According Rude Pravo (Prague), De- 
cember 16, 253 the Deputies speak Czech, Slovak, 
Hungarian, Ukrainian, German and Polish. 

bill providing for Deputies’ compensation was also 
passed. All Deputies work full-time jobs from which they 
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Caption: They did not understand the economy program. 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), October 14, 1954 


receive regular salaries; the bill establishes compensation 
for expenses incurred the performance Assembly 
duties, according Rude Pravo, December 15. 

Premier Siroky addressed the Assembly the afternoon 
the opening day. The first half his speech, broad- 
cast Radio Prague, December 13, dealt with the Paris 
Agreements and the Moscow Conference, and denuncia- 
tions the rearming West Germany. (In the past month 
percent the press and radio propaganda 
Czechoslovakia, well the other countries the So- 
viet bloc, has been concerned with such denunciations. 
“The Paris Agreements,” said, “intend the establishment 
military bloc the aggressive circles the United 
States, Britain and France together with the German 
tarists, bloc directed against the liberty and independence 
the peace-loving countries Europe.” contrasted the 
Paris Agreements with the Moscow Conference which, 
stated, historic importance for the whole further 
development all European nations beginning new 
epoch the struggle the nations for peace.” said 
that the system “collective security” envisaged the 
Moscow Conference “would make possible unite the 
interests European peace the efforts all European 
states, irrespective differences their social systems.” 

Siroky made special point appealing France 
prevent the rearming West Germany: “History and con- 


temporary events have created valuable political and eco- 
nomic links between the nations Czechoslovakia and 
France,” said. also mentioned the “firm mutual his- 
toric bonds friendship” between Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia, and stated that his government 
ready contribute the further development cooper- 
ation between the two States.” 

Turning internal affairs, Siroky demanded the most 
thorough and far-reaching espousal New Course policies 
called for any regime official outside Hungary. 
would appear, from this speech, that Czechoslovakia now 
intends move almost far forward Hungary pur- 
suing the new line. 

Siroky particularly concerned himself with the improve- 
ment agriculture: government considers one 
its main tasks assure the substantial increase agricul- 
tural production, and desires create such preconditions 
our national economy would make possible constant 
and speedy growth agricultural output during the com- 
ing years.” this end stressed the necessity for increas- 
ing mechanization agriculture. stated that the “agri- 
cultural collectives represent the basis Socialist large-scale 
agricultural production,” and revealed that October 
1954, “State farms and collectives were cultivating per- 
cent all the arable land the Republic.” 

Nevertheless, Siroky emphasized that government 
will also give full support individual farmers, small and 
medium, and will assist them every way that they too 
can considerably increase their production and raise their 
living strongly stressed that the regime will 
not use force pressure independent farmers ad- 
vance collectivization, and scored those who have done so: 

“There are those who have shamefully violated the 
principle voluntary membership collective farms 
and who have taken refuge methods administrative 
and economic pressure. There are those who regard the 
worker-peasant alliance alliance between the workers 
and the collective farmers, and who not regard inde- 
pendent small and medium farmers allies the working 
class. They frequently claim that support for the 
productive efforts independent small and medium farm- 
ers leads strengthening capitalist elements the 
countryside and strengthening prejudices favoring 
small-scale production, and that represents retreat 
from rural Socialism. These people not understand that 
the collective farms are not being developed against the 
farmers, but with them and their own interest. They 

not understand that support for private farmers 

condition for the success rural socialization.” (Italics 


added) 
Siroky continued: 


“There are those who think that the problems in- 
creasing agricultural production can solved without 
general and sincere cooperation with the farmers and 
without agreement with all farmers, and who would prefer 
bureaucratic methods. This attitude has recently been 
demonstrated the course allocations production 
tasks under the 1955 Plan, when, some cases, agricul- 
tural authorities and even national committees adopted 
methods smacking administrative procedure, automatic 
bureaucracy, and rigidity.” 


This concessionary tone toward independent farmers, and 
the castigation the heresies 
ministrative procedure, automatic bureaucracy and rig- 
idity” are marks extreme New Course policy they have 
previously shown themselves Hungary. Siroky does not 
claim any increase collectivization over last year, but 
there have been reports both kolkhoz creations and dis- 
solutions, although probably regime statistics creations 
are padded “paper also probable that 
the great reluctance most the Czechoslovak peasantry 
collectivize major factor the present mood tol- 
erance for independent farmers. 

Siroky also spoke the regime’s intention increase 
further the supply consumer goods: 


“Last year managed raise real wages fully 
percent and effect vast improvements securing 
goods for the people. must pay greater attention 
increased production consumer goods which must 
hand hand with improved quality products. 
the same time, attention must paid supplying the 
market with greater variety commodities. have 
[already] attained remarkable success.” 


Siroky complained that the construction housing 
seriously lagging, are “public services provided the 
major towns and admitted that short- 
comings remain dealt with,” and stated that the suc- 
cess the New Course program depends the removal 
such deficiencies “the uneven implementation produc- 
tion tasks, failure adhere delivery dates and con- 
tracted quality goods, violations labor discipline, and 
forth labor productivity and the reduction produc- 
tion costs both lag behind the needs the present time 
serious extent.” 

the political field, Siroky said that “The National 
Front today embodies the will all honest citizens our 
Republic without regard their political convictions, na- 
tionality, religion profession.” This the clearest and 
most forceful statement appear outside Hungary the 
New Course tendency minimize political and doctrinal 
differences among the people and expand widely 
possible the base popular support. 

extremely interesting that Czechoslovakia should de- 
cide advance the limits the New Course just the 
time when Hungary experiencing all the difficulties 
brought that program. seems indicate that the 
regime leaders are convinced that the New Course both 
necessary and possible, and intend proceed with its full 
implementation. 


Agriculture 


government resolution, reported Rude Pravo, De- 
cember 18, contained number measures designed 
aid the increase agricultural production called for 
Siroky. The serious condition Czechoslovak agriculture, 
necessitating these measures, was revealed pre-election 
speech Minister Construction Emanuel Slechta who 
stated that: 
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Machine Tractor Station manager: “Who could still say that 
not applying the agricultural 
directives?” 

Urzica (Bucharest), October 30, 1954 


“While under the Five Year Plan industrial production 
has doubled, the increase agricultural output was only 
percent. This means that gross agricultural output 
approximately the prewar level. the basis pre- 
war per capita consumption, this ought suffice, since 
before the war had population million while 
our present total population 12,800,000. Yet have 
import large quantities food order satisfy in- 
creased consumption.” (Svobodne Slovo [Prague], No- 
vember 17, 1954) 


The new resolution establishes number incentives for 
workers transfer from industry, with the exception 
mining and construction, agriculture. Recruitment al- 
lowances two three thousand koruny will paid 
workers transferring MTS, 1,500 koruny for those enter- 
ing agricultural training schools (the average monthly wage 
industrial worker now about 1,200 koruny.) These 
allowances will paid workers switching any time 
the end 1957, and retroactively for those who trans- 
ferred since January 1954. Workers who enter MTS will, 
necessary, receive for year extra wage compensation 
bring their earnings their previous average. Sepa- 
ration bonuses will given workers transferring MTS 
State farms. Transferred workers will receive pref- 
erential treatment housing accommodation, may ob- 
tain low interest loans build their own houses. All these 
benefits will apply only workers going into MTS, State 
farms, or, some cases, kolkhozes. provisions for bene- 
fits independent farmers were made. 

was stated that under this recruitment program the 
regime hopes obtain 320,000 workers for agriculture 
the end 1957. 


Machine Industry 


Chaos the wage and norm system the machine 
industry was revealed report the Engineering Em- 


ployees Union, Prace (Prague), December 18. The report 
stated that the “Planned gross production values were 
not fulfilled during the last five months during the third 
quarter the year the plan gross production was ful- 
filled only 92.8 percent and work productivity only 91.38 
percent, while the wage funds were exceeded more than 
million koruny.” 

The report attributed these failures Plan fulfillment 
largely confusion the wage system and unrealistically 
low norms. “More than percent all employees the 
machine industry more than doubled the performance 
norms.” certain plants norm fulfillment 240 percent 
was average. The result was that unskilled workers ma- 
chine industry factories were earning more than skilled 
workers higher wage classifications other industries. 

The report called for the establishment higher norms, 
and for stiffening labor discipline. was reported that 
special brigades” are being dispatched factories 
insure Plan fulfillment and increased productivity. 


Romania 
Rationing Abolished 


December 25, Radio Bucharest announced the aboli- 
tion rationing, effective the following day. the same 
time, complex series price and wage changes, and sys- 
tem cash payments workers compensate for the 
increased price level, were announced. 

Goods are sold prices fixed the State. gen- 
eral, these prices are those the non-rationed State mar- 
ket and much higher than the rationed prices. There were 
price reductions, averaging about percent from the non- 
rationed price levels, for some items: corn flour, clothing, 
children’s foot-wear, toys, medicine, rubber-soled shoes, 
electrical appliances and farm machinery. Prices most 
foods, however, were raised above non-rationed prices. The 
general effect food prices increase over rationed 
prices one two hundred percent. Some new food 
prices are (percentage increase over rationed price levels 
parenthesis): bread, lei per kilo (185 
beef, let per kilo (135 percent); milk, 1.50 lei 
per liter summer, winter (36-81 percent) oil, 
per liter (266 percent) one egg, .75 summer, 
winter (15-59 percent). 

Although rationing all items was abolished, system 
used for the purchase bread and 
sugar, “in order prevent waste and impede trends toward 
speculation.” not yet clear how this ticket system will 

compensate for the general price rise, non-taxable 
monthly cash allowances are given all wage earners, 
pensioned employees, and dependents holding ration cards 
(peasants were not involved the rationing These 
allowances vary, depending the ration category the 
worker. Type ration card holders, for example, will 
receive 109 lei, type lei, type lei. addition 
these compensatory payments, students’ scholarships were 
raised. The abolition the lowest wage category was also 


announced, having the effect raising wages for work- 
ers that category. (Average monthly wage factory 
worker about 350 400 

general, these cash allowances will compensate for the 
increased price level only for the highest paid category 
workers, skilled workers heavy industry. For the others, 
the new system amounts reduction real wages. 
Probably, however, the abolition rationing will provide 
incentive for those the lower wage categories work 
harder and earn more, take advantage the possibility 
increasing their living standards. Scinteia 
January stated that “The abolition rationing has en- 
couraged the working masses towns and villages 
mobilize their inexhaustible resources. 

This factor increased incentive was probably major 
element the regime’s decision abolish rationing. 
addition, designed raise the low level Romanian 
morale. With the exception Albania and East Germany, 
Romania was the only Satellite still have rationing. The 
abolition rationing had been promised “for the near 
future” early August 10, 1953. Nevertheless, insofar 
the new system is, effect, general increase prices, 
Romania still lags far behind the other countries the area 
the economic application the New Course; the other 
countries have had several price reductions the New 
Course period. 

the preamble the December announcement, 
number facts were given explaining why the abolition 
rationing was finally possible. was stated that the volume 
goods circulated had increased from billion 
1952 billion 1954; the 1955 volume expected 
reach billion The 1954 investments consumer 
goods industries were percent greater than those for 
1953. Great emphasis was also placed grain harvest 
claimed million tons. This figure highly suspect; 
Scinteia, October 30, complained that with the exception 
corn, the grain harvest was unsatisfactory. The planned 
grain production for 1954 was only 8,880,000 tons; the 
1953 production was between and million tons. 


New Livestock Contracts 


new decree has modified the system State contracts 
for livestock, poultry and animal products (wool, eggs, 
milk, etc.). Major features the decree, published 
(Bucharest), January are provisions for long- 
term contracts, running from one three years, with five 
percent delivery price increase the second year, ten per- 
cent increase the third. 

Certain more extensive reductions grain and meat 
compulsory delivery quotas will given farmers supply- 
ing meat under contracts. Contracting farmers will 
afforded low interest credits, cheap building materials and 
free veterinary service. Collective and State farms will re- 
ceive ten percent higher contract prices than independent 
farmers, simple farmers’ associations and other forms 
semi-collectives will receive five percent higher prices. 

The effect the new contract system will doubtless 
encourage livestock production generally, 


larly increase the number long-term contracts. This 
increase will permit the regime make long-range plans 
agriculture. will also serve throw upon the farmers 
the burden any future inflation resulting from the recent 
abolition rationing. 


Hungary 


Local Council Regulations 


Four new Presidium resolutions regulating the internal 
administration the local councils were announced 
Nepszava (Budapest), December and These are de- 
signed give the councils proper some the power 
which has the past been exercised almost completely 
their executive committees. Such increase the power 
the councils the expense the executive committees, 
organs centralized State control, indication that the 
regime intends fulfill some degree its pre-election 
promises greater local autonomy and decentralization 
authority. 

Previously, local councils had chairmen their own, 
but were presided over the executive committee chair- 
men. Under the new provisions councils will elect chair- 
man for each meeting. Council resolutions will signed 
these chairmen, rather than executive committee 
chairmen the past. 

Executive committees will longer have exclusive con- 
trol agenda council meetings, nor will they per- 
mitted interfere the activities the council’s perma- 
nent committees (dealing with finance, education, industry, 
commerce, etc.). Further, the permanent committees 
lower-echelon councils will not subject the authority 
higher councils. Finally, council boards will estab- 
lished, probably take over from the executive committees 
part their functions between council meetings. 

Another indication the regime’s intention decen- 
tralize was given speech Minister Trade Jozsef 
Bognar, according Szabad Nep (Budapest), December 
15. called for the “reopening those medium-sized 
plants which were closed down result excessive 
centralization.” Excessive transportation costs products 
necessitated greater industrial decentralization, stated. 


Agriculture 


New agricultural decrees continue the trend toward re- 
laxation centralized State control and greater incentive 
rewards for farmers. decree issued the Minister 
Crop Collection, Magyar Kozlony (Budapest), December 
10, establishes the form delivery contracts for 1955. 
provides that farmers, both independent and collectivized, 
fulfill their contract obligations then one- 
half two cadastral acres (one cadastral acre equals 1.43 
acres) are exempted from compulsory deliveries num- 
ber specified crops. The majority crops specified are 
industrial, used largely for export. Hemp, flax and castor- 
oil bean are among them. 

The decree also states that “Farmers engaged truck- 
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Szpilki (Warsaw), December 19, 1954 


gardening under contract are exempt from percent 
the animal, egg and poultry compulsory delivery obliga- 
tions for the area cultivated contractual basis.” 
addition, the case certain crops, the awards granted 
for production over planned amounts have been increased. 
The amount these awards will twice great for 
kolkhoz farmers for independent peasants. 

The major effect the decree will increase incen- 
tive for the production crops for export. This line 
with the new policy expanding the export agricultural 
products. Council Ministers’ resolution, Szabad Nep, 
December 23, works similar effect. provides that “for 
some seeds grown for export extra percent must 
export must grown separately kolkhozes inde- 
pendent peasant farms designated for the purpose.” 


Collectivization 


The number “voluntary cooperatives,” the new form 
agricultural organization midway between the independ- 
ent farm and the kolkhoz (see NBIC, January 1955, 48), 
increasing very rapidly. They are now officially called 
‘simple production associations, and have been formed 
for rice, vegetable, tobacco and grape cultivation, for api- 
culture, and for light agricultural machinery stations. The 


latter will ease the burden the overworked MTS. Szabad 
Nep, December 15, stated that: “By setting the light 
machinery stations want make easier the work the 
independent peasants who are already very much interested 
the terms for hiring light machinery; the fee paid 
for the use these machines will determined jointly 
the farmers’ cooperative and the local council.” 

Neither concessions and incentives independent farm- 
ers nor the creation “voluntary cooperatives” indicate 
that the regime has dropped its intention attain eventual 
full collectivization. Szabad Nep, January states: 


“In the new year must continue strengthen the 
Socialist sector agriculture. the first place must 
concentrate the consolidation kolkhozes, increasing 
their output and improving their profitableness. This 
year must reach point where the superiority collec- 
tive farming proved the working peasantry practical 
examples, indicating that this the only correct path 
leading improvement.” 


The shortage manpower, particularly skilled work- 
ers, still the greatest problem for the kolkhozes. Early 
1954 was stated that 25,000 skilled agricultural workers 
would return the kolkhozes and MTS during the year. 
Magyar Nemzet, December 23, however, revealed that 
December only 2,202 workers had done so. 


Consumer Goods 


The emphasis increased and improved consumer 
goods and services continues. new training program for 
retail trade employees has been started which “3,000 
young people are becoming familiar with the art busi- 
ness,” according Szabad Nep, December 16. Magyar 
Nemzet (Budapest) the same date published speech 
Minister Internal Trade Jozsef Bognar, which 
stated: 


“We must increase the authority and responsibilities 
store managers, and give employees greater financial inter- 
est. Trade equal element our economic life; 
industry.” 


The move increase the powers store managers 
line with the general tendency decentralize economic 
control and increase the autonomy enterprise managers. 

Council Ministers’ decree, published Magyar 
Kozlony, December 29, provides for the return retail 
trade store premises now used for other purposes. All 
such premises must registered, except when officially 
allocated for use apartments, dispensaries, day nurseries 
creches, and special committees will formed super- 
vise the re-allocation. Public bids will invited for store 
premises freed. 

Consumer-directed merchandising methods are now being 
used. Radio Budapest, January reports the opening 
exhibition Budapest showing model clothes and shoes 
produced the second half the year. was re- 


ported that “460 kinds dress materials, 200 pairs 


shoes, 150 different woolen materials and large 
knitwear” were displayed. hitherto has 
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always pleased the customers and this exhibition sound 
out public opinion,” was stated. 

addition these measures designed improve re- 
tail trade, there were many official statements that produc- 
tion, particularly consumer goods, must increased. 
Bognar stated his speech that: 


since June the purchasing power the popu- 
lation has grown faster than the amount goods hand 

one the most important aspects the Plan 
establish the necessary balance between goods available and 
purchasing power the population. This balance must 
not attained through reducing purchasing power, that 
is, the lowering the living standards peasants 
and workers, but increasing supplies and production.” 
Szabad Nep, December 15) 


Szabad Nep, January stated that “Our Party organiza- 
must take special care convince our workers pro- 
duce many and good consumer articles possible.” 

That these various measures and exhortations are caused 
continuing shortages consumer goods indicated 
complaint Radio Budapest, January 


“In spite optimistic forecasts for the future, 
noted that considerable lack consumer goods, agri- 
cultural equipment, clothing, tools, fertilizer, 
exists. Instead pork, local cooperatives sell rabbit meat; 
instead wine, they sell raspberry syrup. There enough 
clothing but quality and selection are not desired.” 


Crimes Against Property 


There have lately been large number press reports 
arrests and trials for embezzlement, theft, and similar 
“crimes against Socialist December 22, for 
example, Radio Budapest reported the court verdict the 
former staff State enterprise butcher shop Budapest, 
tried for large-scale misappropriation. The manager was 
sentenced life imprisonment, his two assistants eight- 
een and seventeen years imprisonment, five others prison 
terms two seven years. 

Szabad Nep editorial, December 29, discussed the 
problem: 


and thousands examples prove that lack 
care, weakness, negligence, and attitude collusion 
provide direct inducement stealing, irresponsible and 
negligent handling the people’s property. Our economic 
managers must everything their power prevent 
wrongdoing. eliminate the opportunity for causing 
damage, eliminate the opportunity for stealing, em- 
and wasting, then can prevent 
ing social property.” 


the wast- 


Nepotism, apparently very extensive, was cited fac- 
tor many such crimes: “One must also mention the fact 
that several enterprises family entanglements have gone 
very far. There are enterprises which one could almost 
describe family businesses. The protection social 


property not adequate places where the wage account- 
ant relative the brigade leader, the supervisor 
relative the senior bookkeeper, the departmental head 
the ministry relative the director factory con- 


Title: steal from the State steal from the people’s pocket. 
Urzica (Bucharest), October 30, 1954 


trolled the 

The article also excoriated “untidy and neglected book- 
keeping” “hotbeds crimes against social property.” 
Such inaccurate records, was stated, often permit “op- 
portunities for plan, wage, and premium frauds, and all 
this increases production costs since wages are paid for 
work not done goods not produced.” 

was made clear that the responsibility for controlling 
such crimes the enterprise manager’s: 

“On more than one occasion crimes committed against 
social property have been made possible liberalism, 
laxity, toleration irregularities and idling the part 
economic managers. Some economic managers want 
pose ‘good guys’ and ‘popular men’ and therefore take 
action against such symptoms. must launch cam- 
paign against such wrong attitude. one can play the 
part ‘good guy’ the expense the prop- 
the task economic managers take steps 
against crimes this nature while they can still pre- 
vented.” 


Poland 
Youth 


The Second Congress ZMP, the Polish Youth Asso- 
ciation, was scheduled open January 28, according 
Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), December 18. The Congress 
had been originally set for November 1954, but was post- 
poned owing difficulties within the organization (see 
NBIC, December 1954, 55). 

The Congress was adopt new charter, the draft 
which indicates strong New Course trend toward diminu- 
tion emphasis doctrinal and social differences, and 
toward less rigid discipline. 

The charter states that member ZMP has 
right express his opinions any subject and any or- 
ganizational link the The organization 
aims, stated, “To strengthen among Polish youth the 
Marxist-Leninist outlook the basis free 
conference the youth problem, Jerzy Morawsky, di- 
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What You Say This Letter? 


young readers, our editors have received the following letter from Comrade Pavla 


Vocelkova 


student the last year high school Krnov. Her letter about the 


life our young people, their work the Czechoslovak Youth League, and the relation 
young people their own organization. What you say, young workers, farmers, stu- 
dents, soldiers, athletes and artists? What you say this letter and what would you 


answer, you who have grown the Youth League? 


Comrade Vocelkova right? 


your letters! Write about what the Youth League means you, what the fellow- 
ship the League has brought and bringing into your life, what you have experienced 
the League and what you have achieved.” 


was more interested the life around 
than now although think have 
matured mentally since then. love the Republic, be- 
cause love way kind selfishness. would even 
make some personal sacrifice for it. But the present time 
cannot and not want take any active interest 
the life around me. The part that doesn’t get nerves 
merely leaves indifferent. What want internal 
peace. this mean being left undisturbed work 
—work which itself not peaceful. 
this time indifferent towards the Youth League. 
tired the constant talk about how wrong our-work 
and about future tasks. Without taking the slightest 
interest vote every year for new School Committee, and 
accept with silent amusement its new Plan, its evaluation 
the previous Committee’s work, and its thanks for the 
vote confidence. But don’t expect anything come 
it, except maybe from the Pioneer organizations [the 
Communist organization for children under fourteen; the 
League proper for adolescents like the writer] various 
groups the Pioneer houses. The League has absolutely 
nothing give young people, absolutely nothing. has 
nothing give our school, either. says that the main 


duty the League member school know 


rector the agitprop department the Party’s Central 
Committee, spoke further this increased 


“Youths should not divided according their social 
origin. All should drawn the cause the working 
class. Young people who joined the Home Army [the 
anti-Nazi, anti-Communist underground during the Ger- 
man should not discriminated against 
discharged from work, because many had joined order 
fight the invader and not from ideological sympathies. 

political past the candidate and his family. But the 
decisive factor must the present moral and ideological 
attitude the young person question, well his 
her capabilities and character. The decisive factor must 
the present and future and not the past.” 
Ludu, December 


Stateménts this sort are extreme contrast the nar- 
row and rancorous political and social discrimination that 
flourished before the New Course program. 


that without the League. cannot give anything 
more than that, any new ideas, any youthful enthusiasm 
and spirit, then myself know without being told that 
supposed help fellow students. not inter- 
ested any other kind work the League. Each 
has his own special interests, and these interests 
lumped together. Collective attendance the movies 
theater practical only about once month, and even 
then usually “collectives” two. Outings and 
brigade work are organized the class and school. 

The Youth League has attraction for me, charm. 
not youthful, but old, worn out. good for old 
grandmas and grandpas who want more tranquillity than 
do. Something missing from the League that 
can’t define. not know what youth organization 
should like, but should definitely not like this 
forced and standardized kind. organization must spring 
from the will the young people themselves, not from 
recruitment drives. the League had something at- 
tract young people, hardly any them would stay out 
it, even there were organized recruiting drives.” 


(signed) 
from Mlada Fronta (Prague), December 17, 1954 


The new charter also provides for much less rigorous 
discipline the Association than did the old. states that 
“With regard members who infringe principles the 
organization, the local branch must apply the method 
patient talks, explanations and persuasion, and only after 
these educational methods prove ineffective the behavior 
the member question presented before the meet- 
ing the branch and organizational punishments con- 
sidered.” 

The charter also permits, formally any rate, high 
degree autonomy the local ZMP branches. All these 
changes the direction decreased restriction were made 
necessary the previous failure the ZMP enlist the 
active support the youth the country. 

The problem juvenile delinquency and “hooliganism” 
continues widely discussed Poland. long article 
the subject Trybuna Ludu, December 28, urged better 
organization the People’s Militia—the regular police 
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and strongly suggested that they provided with clubs 
addition their pistols. The prevalent idea, the article 
stated, that the police club symbol the bourgeois 
regime, which the club was used only against the work- 
ers, should not prevent the Socialist system from now using 
the club against juvenile delinquents. 


New National Councils 


Recently-elected national councils are the process 
organization. the rural communes the election council 
presidia has already begun. According Trybuna Ludu 
December 15, council with members will have three- 
man presidium—a chairman, his deputy, and secretary. 
Councils members will elect five-man presid- 
ium. Presidia will meet least once week, and will 
the executive organs the councils’ administrative work. 
The rural councils also elect from among themselves 
least. committees: agriculture; finance: 
schools, public health and cultural activities; road and 
public utility maintenance. special cases additional 
committees may organized. 

December meeting the Central Committee 
the National Front resolution was adopted extending the 
the National Front election committees that they 
may help the organization the new councils. Their 
special task will secure the cooperation the people 
with the councils. 

Another innovation council organization the creation 
the position national council representative each 
village more than households the rural communes. 
the village has elected council member will generally 
serve the village representative, otherwise representa- 
tive will selected the commune council from the vil- 
lage inhabitants. Serving without pay, will maintain 
liaison between village and council, convening meetings 
the village when necessary, overseeing compulsory de- 
liveries, and obtaining technical assistance for road and 
canal building, etc. 

The Party also concerned with its organization the 
rural areas, that contact with and control over the 
newly-formed rural communes may established. 
buna Ludu, December 12, stated that: 


“New spirit Party work will have positive influence 
the problems increasing the Party ranks the coun- 
tryside, increase badly needed, particularly some 
the provinces. The province Bialystok, for example, 
has 113 new rural communes without Party organization, 
the province Cracow has 96, the provinces Lublin 
and Warsaw, each, the province Kielce, 27. Party 
County Committees should see that these rural 
communes non-Party people are attracted the 


Collectivization Plan Fails 


January Radio Warsaw revealed that the country 
“has almost 10,000 collective farms.” January 1953, 
there were about 8,000 collectives. the Second Party 
Congress March 1954 was announced that three thou- 
sand collectives would formed 1954. The latest figure 


reveals, therefore, that collectivization more than 


i 


kolkhoz units below the planned level. 

Although exact figures are probable 
that this failure attain the planned collectivized level 
result both insufficiency new kolkhozes and dis- 
solution old ones. Reports indicate that there have been 
dissolutions, despite the regime’s determination advance 
collectivization. 


Livestock Deliveries Unfulfilled 


large number reports indicate that the 1954 com- 
pulsory delivery program for livestock has failed. Decem- 
ber was the deadline for livestock deliveries. De- 
cember the provincial newspaper Nowiny 
(Rzeszow) published table livestock delivery fulfill- 
ments December for the districts Rzeszow Prov- 
ince. The highest district had 80.3 percent deliveries, the 
lowest had 61.1 percent; the average for the whole province 
was 69.2 percent. 

Radio Warsaw, December 15, stated that the “Compul- 
sory deliveries livestock have decreased considerably 
November and December the Provinces Lublin, Kielce. 
Warsaw, Bydgoszoz, and Rzeszow, due the kulaks and 
the fact that penal measures were not strictly enforced.” 
December broadcast the head the Wloclawek 
District national council stated that the 11,997 farmers 
that district responsible for livestock deliveries only 36.5 
percent had fulfilled their quotas, 51.5 percent had partial 
arrears, and percent still owed their full quota. 
January was stated that “our villages started the new 
year seriously debt the State regards livestock 
deliveries.” 

major cause failure the livestock collections was 
the flourishing black market meat. Radio Warsaw, De- 
cember 28, stated that “The peasantry behind live- 
stock deliveries because huge speculators’ market meat 
flourishing, and authorities must step the fight against 
speculators 

The regime attempting put down this black market 
and force farmers comply with delivery police action. 
Radio Warsaw, December 20, stated that: 

“Diverse kinds speculators are attempting take 
advantage the pre-Christmas period for illegal trading 
meat. The militia and prosecution authorities are wag- 
ing battle against speculation meat, which directly 
affects the interests the working population. Speculators 
arrested the Warsaw Province include some who have 
times for similar offenses. 
Peasant speculators have also been arrested. Instead 
settling their accounts with the State they have engaged 
illegal slaughter and speculation.” 


several 


Another agricultural problem that manpower. The 
regime policy recruiting youth work the land, 
particularly State farms, has apparently failed. The 
press full complaints that insufficient numbers 
young people are going into farm work, and that many 
those who are bitterly dissatisfied with rural life. 

Radio Warsaw, December 23, appealed young people 
“not flee from the collectives migrate towns.” This 
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was the first official admission that not only the recruit- 
ment campaign faltering but that, much against regime 
policy, young people are still leaving agriculture. 


New Union Functions 


Starting December trade unions assumed responsibility 
for all work safety and hygiene inspection, according 
buna Ludu, December Inspection working conditions 
was previously divided between the Ministry Labor and 
Social Welfare and the work safety departments the 
Central Council and main committees trade unions. 
addition, uniform system inspection, supervised 
the Central Council Trade Unions, was established. 

Safety inspectors with “higher secondary technical 
education, medical training, knowledge production 
processes” will check technical and sanitary installations 
and the conditions work, investigate and report accidents, 
and act consultants the safety planned factories. 
They may halt production where conditions directly 
threaten the lives health workers. Factory manage- 
ments which fail carry out orders these safety inspec- 
tors for the correction dangerous unhealthy condi- 
tions will punished fines. 

Beginning January trade unions provide cash benefits 
for members least three years standing the birth 
child the death member the immediate family. 
the death union member least five years 
standing allowance will paid his family. The birth 
benefit from 200 400 depending the amount 
union dues paid. Death benefits range from 400 2,200 
zlotys factory worker’s average monthly wage about 
750 


Bulgaria 


New Delivery Quotas 


New compulsory delivery quotas for meat, milk and wool, 
effective January were published the Presi- 
dium (Sofia), December 31. The major new feature 
increase meat delivery quotas for independent farmers. 
Quotas remain the same for kolkhozes: 1.2 kilos 
meat per decare (.247 acres) all cultivated land (the 
country divided into five delivery quota categories among 
which there are certain variations). For independent farm- 
ers the quotas also vary according the size the hold- 
ings. The average Bulgarian independent farm between 
and decares size; for such farm the increase 
the meat quota approximately kilos per decare. The 
maximum increase, for the largest holdings, 1.8 kilos per 
decare, the smallest kilo. 

Kolkhoz farmers were given reduction the quotas 
for their private plots: kilos meat per plot rather than 
the previous 10. 


Aminek nem szabadna lennie 


exportbol visz- 
Szamaradt minésegi ing” 


A agyarban: seleji 


Title: should not happen. 

Caption: left, shirt reject the plant; right, same shirt 
store but now labelled “quality shirt left over from 
export.” 


Ludas Matyi Budapest), December 1954 


New Barter System 


According notice the provincial newspaper 
Zname (Stalin), December 10, new decree au- 
thorizes Central Cooperative Union and its organiza- 
tions buy agricultural products exchange for 
the same newspaper, December such scarce manufac- 
tured goods include cement, caustic soda, nails, zinc and 
iron plate, barbed wire, tin, steel and bicycles. 

There has been mention this decree the Sofia 
press. not known whether applies the whole 
country the Stalin region only, although the former 
very possible since there reference the Central 
Cooperative Union and all its organizations. 

The decree establishes, effect, system which farm- 
ers can obtain certain scarce manufactured products only 
bartering grain. The grain valued price higher 
than that paid for compulsory delivery quotas, but lower 
than that obtainable the free market. 

The cause for both the rise meat delivery quotas for 
private farmers, and the introduction this 
tem, probably the very poor harvest 1954. Reports 
indicate that delivery collections were below those planned. 
The regime apparently hopes force greater agricultural 
production 1955 demanding higher deliveries and 
making certain manufactured goods obtainable only 
barter. the same time, trying win the support 
the peasants enlisting former agrarian leaders (see 
January 1955 issue, 55). This combination pre-New 
Course harshness and New Course inducement illustrates 
the internal confusion the regime faced serious agri- 
cultural difficulties. 


rom 


1954 


Sta- 
au- 
iza- 
for 
fac- 
and 


ofia 
hole 
mer 


only 


for 
ned. 
, by 
port 
(see 
New 
rates 


Soviet Industrial Production, 1928-1951, 
Donald Hodgman (Harvard: 
$5.00). This the first new series 
economic studies the Harvard Rus- 
sian Research Center. This study em- 
phasizes particularly the period the 
thirties, and the high speed Soviet in- 
dustrialization during that 
tensive appendices, notes and tables. In- 
dex and bibliography. 


Hungarian Premier, Nicholas Kallay 
(Columbia: $6.00). The history Hun- 
relations with the Axis before and 
during World War complex and 
many instances contradictory. Mr. Kallay 
was premier Hungary from 1942 
1944, when the Nazis entered Budapest 
and, after period asylum the 
Turkish legation, became Nazi pris- 
tempts clarify his nation’s position 
“admittedly subjective account” his 
two years premier. 


Britain—Uneasy Ally, Leon Ep- 
stein (Chicago: $4.00). With the feeling 
that “much the burden for satisfactory 
relations now rests 
the United States.” Mr. Epstein, spon- 
sored the Center for the Study 
Foreign Policy, analyzes Brit- 
ish reactions American foreign policy 
during the period 1945 through 1952. 
Assuming American post-war policy gen- 
erally have been justified, the author 
stresses unofficial reaction public 
opinion such the press, party and 
union conferences and parliamentary de- 
hates. devotes much space dis- 
cussion Britain’s Labor left because 
“hostility within the Labour party 
the single most 
factor relations with the 
United Opposed the two coun- 
tries’ bond language. political 
heritage, and 
genuine friendship are their differing 
economic situations and approaches. Mr. 
Epstein concludes, “In order maximize 
the willing participation our British 
prehend even those attitudes which, 
our perspective. may seem unduly fear- 
ful. narrow. wrong-headed.” Index. 


Documents American Foreign Rela- 
tions, 1953, Edited Peter Curl 
(Harper: $5.00). Published the Coun- 


Recent and Related 


the latest the annual series initiated 
the World Peace Foundation 1931, 
It contains 


speeches and reports relating 
ican foreign policy and its formation 
American political leaders 
well statesmen the “prin- 
cipal foreign powers.” including the Com- 
munist and the United Nations. 
editorial commentary. Index. 


Following list studies published 
the Mid-European Studies Center 
the Free Europe Committee, West 
57th Street. New York, and avail- 
able upon request: 


MIMEOGRAPHED SERIES 


These papers are. for the 
selected from larger 
which will published their entirety 
later date. (10¢ each.) 


Labor Cooperative Farms Bulgaria. 
tors Romanian Agriculture, Otilia 
Georgescu-Roegen. The Soviet Orbit, 
slavia’s Agriculture, Ranko Bra- 
shich. Danube Waterways, An- 
thony Prigrada. International Agree- 
ments Concerning the Danube, An- 
thony Prigrada. Trade Unions and 
Labor Legislation Bulgaria (1878- 
Romanian Relations Modern Ro- 
manian Historiography, Stephen 
Fischer-Galati. Poland’s Chemical 
Organization Transportation Cap- 
tive Europe, Adam Rudzki. 
Labor Discipline Hungary, Fred 
Systems Captive Europe, Adam 
Rudzki. Romanian Agricultural Tax- 
ation, Dumitru Negel. Reads, 
Waterways, and Seaports Captive 
tural Insurance Poland 1927-1950, 
Agricultural Products Romania, 
Dumitru Negel. Social Legislation 
Romanian Agriculture, George 
Ionescu. The Political Evolution 
Albania (1912-1944), Stavro Skendi. 
Forced Labor the Soviet Orbit: 
Selective Bibliography, George Stolz. 
Bulgarian Agricultural Producers’ 


The Romanian Oil Industry 
Constantin Jordan. Polish Fuel and 
Power the Soviet Economic Sphere. 
munization the Romanian Oil Indus- 
try, Constantin Jordan. The Iron 
and Steel Industry 1939- 
1953, Ivan Avsenek. The Myth 
Satellite Sovereignty, Aleksander 
Rudzinski. 
Agriculture, Dumitru Negel and Ser- 
ban Constandaky. Women Work- 
ers Captive Europe. 


Communist 
Use the Franchise Hungary, 
Sandor Brunauer. Polish Ad- 
ministration Before World War 
Rudzinski. 


Communist Poland, Janina Wojcicka. 


Libraries 


Coal Production Czechoslovakia. 
Ladislav Stepan. Agricultural 


Production Czechoslovakia, Ladis- 


Hungarian Agriculture, Kornel 
Bernatsky. The Economic Role 


Richard Carlton. 


The following selected list longer 
studies, available request: 

Economic Planning Hungary Since 
Fuel and Power Captive Middle 
Europe, Jan Wszelaki. ($1.00).... 
Translation Laws Agra- 
rian Reform and 
Treaties and Agreements 
the Soviet Bloc Eastern Europe, 
Cooperatives Czechoslovakia, Lad- 
Works Polish Agrarian History and 
ation, William Juhasz. The 
Polish State Budget, 1950, Adam 
Koc and Wlodzimierz Baczynski. (.50). 
Poland: History and Historians: 
Three Bibliographical Essays, Ber- 
nard Ziffer. ($1.50). Mid-Europe: 
Selective Bibliography, compiled 
Jirina 
Contemporary Eastern Europe, edited 


Paris Peace Conference 1946: The 


Agricultural 


Readings 


Role the Hungarian Communists and 
the Soviet Union, Michael 
Water Supply Hungary, 
George Ladik. (.75). 
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Tue Free Committee was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe. The efforts are focused the captive countries 
Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the Committee counts among 
its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, journalists, political and 
economic experts, and men letters—who have escaped from the Com- 
munist enslavement their native lands. 
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